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CHAPTER I. 

EARLY SORROW. 

*< That mother's love !— how sweet the name ! 
What 'was that mother's love ? 
— ^The noblest, purest, tenderest flame, 

That kindles from above. 
Within a heart of earthly mould, 
As much of heaven as heart can hold,' 
Nor through Eternity grows cold ; 
This was that mother's love." 

James Montgomery. 

||Ua*|4H|T was a beautiful morning in May, the 
1^^^ sun was shining brightly, and all na- 
ture seemed to announce the arrival 
of spring. 

In the country especially this time of year 
displays its charms, for the winter is past, 
and the lanes, which for months have been 

B 
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frozen and hard, have now thrown aside their 
winter aspect and are looking as green and as 
fresh as ever. 

The scene where the commencement of my 
story is laid, is in the south of England, in one 
of the loveliest spots in the county of Essex. 

Here it is where Alice De Burgh had lived 
all her life, in a pretty detached house, situ- 
ated in a most countrified lane, from which it 
was hid from view by a little forest of trees, 
like a nest. 

A more beautiful dwelling than "Grassy 
Bank" could scarcely be imagined; for al- 
though it was not one of those massive man- 
sions which abound over England, still the 
scenery and grounds surrounding it could not 
easily be surpassed. 

Leading to the entrance of the house was 
a long winding carriage -drive, upon which 
that spring morning the sun was shining 
brightly. 

Grassy Bank, however, looked rather sad 
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and dismal, for the blinds in every window 
were drawn closely down, and the place was 
so quiet, and so free from any kind of life, 
that one would have almost thought it was 
uninhabited. 

Not so, however; for in one of the pretty 
rooms, which branched off from the entrance- 
hall, Alice De Burgh was seated on a sofa. 

" Oh, mamma, darling mamma, how I shall 
miss you!" she murmured aloud, and then 
covering her face with her handkerchief she 
burst into tears. 

Poor Alice, she might well say those words, 
and her tears might well flow, for she had 
lost her best friend on earth, and the bereave- 
ment seemed almost too great for her to bear. 

Three or four years previously, Alice's father 
had died when he was abroad, and the news 
of his death had reached his home so unex- 
pectedly, and the shock had such a startling 
effect upon his wife, that her life was almost 
despaired of. 
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However, time had passed, and Mrs. De 
Burgh, although she was never the same 
bright woman she had been before, still had 
tried hard to keep up her spirits for the sake 
of her children, and in this she had succeeded 
until a few months before I write, when her 
strength seemed suddenly to give way, she grew 
weaker and weaker, and at last she sank quietly 
to rest, leaving four children behind her, orphans, 
the eldest of whom was Alice, who had only 
just attained her sixteenth birthday. 

Although Alice was sixteen, yet she had 
seen so little of the world and its ways, and 
had always lived such a quiet and uneventful 
life at home, that to judge from her appear- 
ance, one might have taken her to be much 
younger. 

She looked very pretty now, as she gazed 
sadly around the room, in which the bright 
sun had forced its way through the blind ; for 
she was thinking of the many happy and plea- 
sant hours which she had spent there with her 
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dear mamma, and where she had so often 
studied; for when her papa had died, her 
mamma could not bear to deprive herself of 
her eldest child's company, and so, instead of 
sending her away from home to be educated 
as it had always been arranged, Mrs. De 
Burgh had instructed Alice herself with her 
younger sister Daisy, having masters to assist 
her in teaching them the more difficult accom- 
plishments. 

To examine her features closely, one would 
have wondered what made Alice look so pretty, 
for they were not particularly good ; but beauty 
does not always consist in the regularity of 
features ; for even a plain face is sometimes lit 
up into beauty, as was the case with Alice's, by 
the expression which rests upon it. 

However, our heroine's meditations were 
brought to a close by the entrance of her 
cister Daisy, who opened the door gently, and 
quietly entered the room, saying — 

"Oh, Allie, I have been busy talking to 
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the children, or I should have come to you 
before." 

*' Never mind, Daisy dear," replied her sister, 
" I have enjoyed being alone, thinking of dear 
mamma who is gone ; but come and sit down 
near me, and let us talk together now." 

Great was the contrast which existed be-- 
tween those two sisters, Alice having dark 
hair and brown eyes, whilst Daisy looked 
such a fragile little creature with her beau- 
tiful fair skin and dreamy blue eyes, and 
golden locks hanging in luxuriance down to 
her waist. 

A few minutes after Daisy had joined her 
sister, the door was again opened, and this 
time by the children's old nurse, Sarah, who 
had lived with the family for many years. 

"Oh, Miss Daisy, are you here?" she said. 
"I came to ask you and Miss Alice whether 
you would like to take a cup of tea with the 
children in the nursery ?" 

"No, thank you. Nurse," answered Alice; 
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" 1 am sure I could not take anything, I would 
much rather be alone." 

"I know, dear," replied Nurse; "but I do 
not think it is good for you and Miss Daisy 
to be so quiet and lonely here by yourselves, 
and if you came and saw the children it might 
arouse you and do you good." 

" Very well. Nurse," replied Alice, listlessly. 

And soon the room was left in its quietness ; 
and Nurse, with Alice and Daisy, went softly 
up the stairs leading from the middle of the 
hall until they reached the first landing, which 
they went along, and entered a door at the 
end opening into a large airy room. 

Although the blinds were also drawn down 
in this room, still it had a more cheerful ap- 
pearance; for two fine children, a little boy 
and girl, of about seven and nine years of 
age, were playing on the floor, and in the 
centre the table was spread with a clean 
white cloth ready for tea. 

As soon as the sisters entered, the children 
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jumped up from their occupation of building 
with their wooden bricks, and ran to them. 

"Well, Ulry and May," said Daisy, "we 
have come to take tea with you." 

"Oh, how nice!" replied her little brother 
Ulric, and soon the two little friends were busy 
bringing chairs to the table for their honoured 
guests. 

" Will you sit near me, Daisy ? " asked little 
May gently. 

"And you near me?" added Ulric, pulling 
Alice by her dress. 

"Very well, darling," replied Alice, kissing 
her favourite ; and as Nurse had, during this 
time, prepared the tea, they all drew round to 
partake of it. 

As soon as the meal was finished, Alice and 
Daisy took their little brother and sister to 
stay with them in the drawing-room, until it 
was the time for them to go to bed. 

Poor little things ! they remained very quiet 
whilst their sisters tried to talk to them about 
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their mamma, and very sad and thoughtful 
little Ulric looked as he said — 

" Then, Daisy, mamma will never come back 
to us again, will she ? " 

" No, darling," replied Daisy, whilst the tears 
stood in her eyes, " poor mamma will not come 
back to us, but if we are good and love God, 
we will go to her when we die." 

" I will be very good," said Ulric. 

"And me too," added little May, whilst she 
lifted up her pretty baby face to Daisy to be 
kissed. 

"Dear little Ulry and May," said Daisy, as 
soon as she and her sister were once more 
alone. Nurse having taken her two charges 
away from them; "we must try and remem- 
ber all darling mamma tried to teach us," she 
added after a pause, " so that we may do only 
the things she would have liked, and be able 
to try and bring up the children as near as 
possible in the way she did." 

"Yes," replied Alice, "with you, Daisy, it 
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will be easier to be good, for you are always 
so, naturally; but with me it is different, for 
I have found it hard enough to be so even 
when I have had all around to help me, and 
now we cannot know what difSculties we shall 
have, to encounter." 

"But we shall still have Grod, Allie," said 
Daisy solemnly ; " and if we put our trust in 
Him, He is sure to help us, for He has pro- 
mised to be a Friend to the orphan." 

After a few minutes' silence, Alice said, " I 
\vonder whether Uncle Westfield will be kind, 
and whether our cousins are nice girls ? " 

" I hope so," replied Daisy ; " but if they are 
not, we must try and do as dear mamma 
asked us, by bearing any little annoyance cheer- 
fully. But, Allie," continued Daisy, "shall 
we go and hear the children say their prayers, 
and stay with them a little time, like we did 
last night; I think it makes them not miss 
darling mamma so very much ? " 

"Very well, Daisy," said Alice. "As long 
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as I have you to help me, I think I will be 
able to get on all right ; for you are always so 
thoughtful, and are almost sure to know the 
right things to do, 'whereas I would be sure 
to forget/' 

"And as for me, Allie," said Daisy, "if I 
had not you to talk with, I am sure I should 
feel quite lost." 

The sisters then went to their little brother 
and sister, and after seeing them drop off into 
the innocent sleep of childhood, they left them 
to go to their own bed-room, where they read 
the Bible quietly together with Nurse, before 
also retiring to bed. 

As soon as the latter had left them, she 
went to the kitchen, where she was soon be- 
set by numerous questions from her fellow-ser- 
vants. 

"Well, and how are the dear young ladies 
now ? " asked Mary, the housemaid. 

" As well as one can expect," replied Nurse ; 
" but I am afraid they will miss their mamma's 
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watchful love more and more each day; be- 
sides, it is a great trouble to me when I think 
of them having to leave their dear home, to 
go all the way to their uncle'$." 

" Ah, indeed ! it is a sore trial for us 
all," said old Thomas ; for he, like Nurse, had 
lived with the family ever since they had 
dwelt at Grassy Bank. "But," he continued, 
" it is worse for us than for you, Nurse, for you 
are still going to remain with the dear children, 
whilst we will all have to look out for a new 
home, and I expect it will be many a day before 
we find as good a situation as this has been." 

" Yes, Thomas," replied Nurse, " it is a great 
comfort to me to think my dear mistress has 
arranged that I should remain with the children; 
and I trust I shall do my duty towards them; 
but still you know I, like you, may not get 
as comfortable a home, for, as I know already, 
the young ladies' aunt would rather I did not 
go to her house, and I dare say she won't let 
me stay with them long." 
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"Well, I suppose we shall see their uncle 
to-morrow," remarked the cook ; " but I thought 
the children had another uncle besides Mr. 
Westfield." 

" So they have," said Thomas ; " but I believe 
it is many a year since my mistress heard 
from him, and it was not very long since that 
I took a letter to the post for my mistress, 
which was addressed to her brother in some 
foreign parts, but I do not think as how there 
ever came any answer to it." 

Thus these faithful servants talked together 
for some time before separating for the night, 
the last night they would spend in that house 
all together ; for Mrs. De Burgh's brother had 
written as soon as he had heard of her death, 
telling Alice to be ready to start with him to 
his home, accompanied by her brother and 
sisters with Nurse, as soon as the funeral 
would be over, and that solemn ceremony was 
to take place the next day. 
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CHAPTER II. 

LEAVING HOME. 

" Thro* the wide earth as on we roam, 
And in its mazes range, 
All things proclaim with mighty voice 
* This is a world of change.* 

" Bright Daces which we loved to see 
Are gone, while still and strange 
Are those who occupy their place^ 
For all on earth must change." 




ARLY the following morning, Alice and 

Daisy were wandering about, first in 

one room and then in another, taking a 

fond last look of the dear home where they had 

grown up from their babyhood, and where they 

had enjoyed all their childish pleasures. 

Very trying it was to those young hearts to 
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come across so many little tokens, which brought 
back to their minds so vividly the love of her 
who could never come back again to them. 
Little trifles which had so recently been touched 
by those hands ; even the latest piece of work 
was lying unfinished in the work-basket where 
it had been last put down. 

"Allie/' said Daisy sorrowfully, as she stood 
beside her mamma's work-table ; " do you think 
Uncle Westfield would allow us to take this 
iaway with us ? " 

" I don't think so," replied Alice ; " for you 
know, Daisy, he wrote on purpose to tell us to 
have all our own little belongings packed up as 
neatly as possible, so that there might not be 
too much luggage." 

"Well," replied Daisy, "I think I will ask 
him." 

Shortly afterwards the sisters were joined by 
Nurse, who came to tell them their uncle had 
arrived, and was Waiting to see them iii the 
dining-room. 
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" Oh, Nurse ! " exclaimed Alice, with girlish 
eagerness, " have you seen him ? does he seem 
kind?" 

" I think so, Miss Alice," replied Nurse ; " but, 
my dears, you had better go to him at once, for 
he seemed anxious to see you." 

"Nurse, dear, I do feel so frightened," said 
Daisy. 

"Tut tut, child," replied Nurse, for she 
wished to encourage the poor girl, "you must 
not be frightened ; remember your uncle is your 
own mamma's brother." 

Alice and Daisy then descended to the dining- 
room, and upon timidly opening the door, they 
perceived a tall gentleman standing by the 
mantel-piece, looking at their papa's portrait 
which hung on the wall. 

Upon hearing their footsteps he turned round, 
and smiling kindly said — 

" Well, so you are Edward's two eldest girls ; 
and very like you are to your father. My 
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dear," he added, looking at Alice, "what is 
your name ? " 

"Alice." 

" And your sister's ? " 

« Daisy." 

"Very pretty names, too," Mr. Westfield 
replied; "but how old are you, young ladies ? " 

"I am sixteen," replied Alice, "and 'Daisy is 
thirteen." 

" Oh," said their uncle, " then Daisy will be 
about the same age as my second daughter, 
Florrie, for she is thirteen." 

At this moment Ulry and May entered the 
room, attended by Nurse, who had brought them 
to see their uncle. 

Mr. Westfield was very kind to the children, 
and talked about their mamma to Nurse so nicely, 
that Alice and Daisy felt their hearts warm to- 
wards him. 

Very fortunate it was that Mrs. De Burgh's 
brother lived in Devonshire, and thus could 
c 
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come at once to her children in their bereave- 
ment, for he was their only relation still living, 
except her younger brother. 

Before Mrs. De Burgh had married, this 
brother, Mr. Roderick Westfield, was living in 
England with her — their mother and father both 
being dead — and very happy they had been to- 
gether. Shortly, however, after her marriage, 
her brother had a disagreement with her 
husband, which ended in a quarrel, and Mr. 
Roderick left England to go to India, where he 
had spent a great portion of his early life ; and, 
from that time to the present, nothing had been 
heard of him, although his sister had written at 
the death of her husband, and again before her 
own death, to the part of India where she had 
imagined he would be. But after waiting a long 
time all her hopes were crushed, for no letter 
had come back to her in return. 

Early that same afternoon Mr. Westfield ar- 
ranged that they should all leave Grassy Bank, 
much to the regret of Alice and Daisy, for they 
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would have much rather stayed quietly alone 
that day, thinking about their dear mamma, who 
had been taken to her last resting place that 
morning. 

Their uncle, however, was determined to 
return to his own home the same day, and 
the only comfort to the children was the pre- 
sence of their Nurse ; for she it was who tried 
to soothe their grief, and saw that they were 
all read by the time appointed. 

Shortly before they started, Mr. Westfield 
told his nieces that he intended to keep their 
parent's portraits; and then it was that Daisy 
took the opportunity to ask about the work- 
table; when, much to their sister^s joy, their 
uncle told his nieces they might keep several 
things they liked,, and that they would be 
sent to his home, after all affairs were settled. 

All the household left Grassy Bank that day, 
except Thomas, and he was to remain to keep 
the house until it found another tenant, for it 
was to be sold with most of the fiimiture. 
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At last the final farewell had to be said, 
and the tears stood in Thomas's eyes as he 
shook his dear young ladies' hands and said 
with evident embarrassment — 

"Please, Mtss Alice and Miss Daisy, would 
you mind kindly accepting these two little 
books ? It is but a small offering, young ladies ; 
but there is many a word written in these 
little books suited to the orphan, and I could 
not bear to let my dear master's children go 
away from the home where I have watched 
them growing up without asking them to 
accept something in remembrance of it and 
me. 

Both the sisters thanked old Thomas sin- 
cerely for his thoughtfiilness ; but their uncle 
now entering the carriage, they could not 
linger to talk any longer, and they were soon 
driving swiftly away out of sight ; and as they 
felt themselves leaving the only part of the 
world which to them seemed to contain any 
true friends, the tears gushed forth, and it wa« 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



LEAVING HOME. ii 

not until they reached the station that they 
could attain any mastery over their feelings ; 
for, as they passed through the village and f 
familiar lanes, many of the cottagers were 
standing at their doors waiting to wave their 
handkerchiefs to the children as they passed, 
for they were well known and loved, both for 
their own sakes as well as for their parents. 

It was not until they were seated in the 
railway-carriage, where their uncle had placed 
them whilst he went to get the tickets, that 
Alice and Daisy were able to open Thomas's 
little ' parcel ; but then they quietly untied the 
strings, and drew out of the neatly packed 
package two little books containing a text of 
Scripture and a verse of poetry for every day 
in the year. 

** Oh, how nice ! ** exclaimed Alice. 

" Yes," replied Daisy ; " how kind of Thomas ! 
it makes our troubles easier to bear, I think, 
when we know somebody sympathizes with us 
in our grief." 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



22 ALICE DE BURGH. 

True it is that S3nnpathy seems so healing 
and comforting to the sad heart. Sorrow at 
all times is hard to bear, but it is often need- 
lessly increased by the unkind word or cold 
indifferent manner, whereas, if one hesurs even 
a few words kind and comforting, spoken in 
true earnestness from the heart, even it may be 
by a comparative strangjer, still it seems to 
soothe and alleviate the trouble. 

Thus it Wcis by the sisters, and with Daisy 
especially, for her trust in God seemed to in- 
crease as she felt how grateful to Him she 
ought to be for all the kindness that had been 
shown her, and her heart beat a little prayer 
that she might ever be patient under any 
difficulties, having faith in Him who could 
clear them all away. 

Soon they were again joined by their uncle, 
who brought with him a package of sand- • 
wiches for them to eat during the journey, 
which would be a long one. 

Alice and Daisy were glad of them for their 
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little brother and sister, but they themselves 
felt too dull and miserable to care to partake 
of them. 

Anxious, too, they felt to know what sort 
of home their future one would be, although 
the sisters both agreed it would be a long 
time before they could call any place home, 
meaning it in the same sense of the word as 
they had always been accustomed to. 

After a time, however, their attention was 
diverted to amuse Ulry and May, who began 
to be fretful and tired as they saw so many 
stations pass by, without having yet arrived 
at the one where they would alight from the 
train. 

But at last the porter called out in a shrill 
voice the name of the desfred station, and, as 
this was the end of their railway journey, they 
were quite aroused by the stir of collecting all 
their parcels. 

As soon 9,s all the luggage was gathered, 
Mr. Westfield led Nurse and her charges to 
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a splendid carriage, which was waiting for the 
arrivals, to convey them to Merrion Hall. 

After a long drive, they arrived at the en- 
trance to a beautiful house standing surrounded 
by its own grounds, and as soon as the car- 
riage approached the Hall, the gates were 
thrown widely open, and it dashed up a wind- 
ing carriage-drive to the front door, and in a 
few minutes the orphans found themselves 
standing in the wide, brilliantly-lighted hall 
of their uncle's house. 

"Well! at last we are at home; I suppose 
you are not sorry, Ulric, are you?" said Mr. 
Westfield, patting the little fellow on the 
cheek; and then, turning to the footman, he 
added — 

" Are the young ladies in the drawing-room, 
William?" 

"Miss Westfield is there, sir; but my mistress 
told me to show the Miss De Burghs to the 
schoolroom, where Miss Claremont is waiting 
for them." 
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" Oh ! perhaps it will be the best plan," sadd 
Mr. Westfield, " Nurse, if you and the children 
will all follow William, he will show you the 
way to the school-room, and there you will 
find my children's governess, who will see you 
have something to eat. But I myself must 
now say good-night to my nieces and nephew, 
for they will be waiting for me in the draw- 
ing-room. I do not think you will be sorry to 
go to bed soon, after your journey, and I hope 
you will feel quite refreshed in the morning, 
and ready to make the acquaintance of your 
aunt and cousins." 

"Thank you, uncle," replied Daisy; "good- 
night." 

Alice, however, could not speak, for her 
anget had arisen when she saw how dif- 
ferently they were received by their aunt to 
what she had expected- 

However, she and the children with Nurse had 
then to follow the servant, who led them up a 
broad flight of stairs, and along a landing to a 
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door, which led into a pleasant room, in which 
at a table a lady was sitting working- 

As soon as she perceived them, the latter arose, 
and smiling kindly said, " I am afraid you will 
be tired, my dears, having travelled so long a 
journey ? " 

"Yes," replied Nurse, "I think we are all 
more or less tired." 

" Well, I hope you will all soon grow fond of 
your new Devonshire home." 

Miss Claremont then rung the bell, and ordered 
tea to be brought immediately, and soon they 
were sitting down to a most comfortable repast, 
after which, at Nurse's request, the strangers were 
shown to the rooms which had been set apart 
for them. 

Alice and Daisy were very pleased to find 
their bedroom was next to the one which Nurse 
and the younger children were to occupy, and 
glad they were to be once more alone with 
Nurse, who came and unpacked their luggage, 
talking cheerfully to them all the while. 
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" I think it was very rude and unkind," said 
Alice, as she was talking quietly to her sister 
when Nurse had left them to go and see after 
her other little charges. " Suppose our cousins 
had come to live with us, I am sure we ' 
would never have received them in that distant 
way." 

"Perhaps they did not mean any imkindness," 
said Daisy gently, for she did not wish to in- 
crease Alice's vexation, although she herself 
inwardly agreed with her sister's statement. 

" I don't know," replied Alice bitterly : " if my 
aunt and cousins are not nice, and do not want 
to have us living with them, I shall not stay 
here." 

"But AUie dear," said Daisy, "we have no- 
where else to go; for you know Uncle Rode- 
rick is in India, and we do not even know 
where." 

" Well, I only wish he would return," replied 
Alice, "for I am sure we would like living with 
him far better than we shall here." 
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" But we may change our minds in the morn- 
ing," said Daisy, " so let us be patient." 

However, the sisters did n6t talk much longer 
together that night, for they were so fatigued 
that they soon dropp^ asleep, and then all their 
troubles were for the time forgotten. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE COUSINS. 

<' Nay, 'tis not what we fancied it, 
This magic world of ours ; 
We thought its skies were only blue, 
Its fields a sun and flowers, 

^< But clouds came up with gloom and shade, 
Our sky was overcast ; 
The hot mist threw its blight around, 
Sunshine and floweis went past." 

BONAR. 

■^a|T was with mingled feelings of expectancy 
ES^l and fear that Alice and Daisy went to 
the study on the first njoming after their 
arrival at Merrion Hall. 

Miss Claremont had told them the previous 
evening to go to her first the next morning, so 
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that they might meet their cousins, as it was the 
custom for them all excepting Margaret, the 
eldest, to gather together there, so that when 
the breakfast-bell rang, those who were old 
enough could descend to the breakfast-room at 
the same time. 

As soon as the sisters entered the study they 
perceived three or four children of various ages' 
and little Ulry and May, who were, judging by 
their appearance, evidently quite at home already 
with the younger ones; for they were busily 
talking one with another. 

" Good morning, dears," said Miss Claremont, 
" I hope you feel quite rested after your fatiguing 
journey yesterday," and then after Alice had 
answered in the affirmative, she added — 

"Miss Westfield is not here, but I must in- 
troduce you to your other cousins ;" and turning 
to a very pretty young girl, who was standing 
near, she said — 

" Florrie dear, come and speak to your cousins, 
and make them feel more at home." 
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" I will indeed try, Miss Claremont," replied 
Florrie, and addressing herself to her cousins 
she said — 

" I think Daisy and I ought to become great 
friends, for we are about the same age, are we 
not?" 

" I think so," replied Daisy ; " I was thirteen 
last February." 

" Oh, then, there is only two months' difference 
between us, for I was thirteen last December. 
What a darling little girl your youngest sister 
is ! " added Florrie, after a pause. 

"Yes, she is a sweet little pet," replied Alice ; 
** and so is Ulry." 

" Oh yes, he is such a pretty boy," said Florrie ; 
** but," she continued, " I have not yet told you 
the names of my little brothers and sisters." 

" Oh no," replied Daisy ; " I should like to 
know them." 

"Well, in the first place, next to myself 
comes Wilfred, who is so slow in making his 
appearance that I am very much afraid that he 
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will be late for breakfast. Playing with little 
May and Ulry are Ida and Katie, and here 
comes Georgie, who is nine, bringing with him 
Master Baby." 

Thus did this cheerful companion while away 
the few minutes before the bresikfast-bell rang, 
and her kindness seemed to cheer the two 
orphan sisters, for they felt as if at least they 
could make one friend in their uncle's house. 

Mr. Westfield had eight children, the eldest 
of whom was Margaret, a fine-looking girl of 
eighteen ; but though she was very beautiful to 
look at, still she had one great fault which 
seemed to mar it all, and this failing was, proud 
self-conceit. Nothing that she did or said could 
be wrong in her own estimation, and often she 
caused her younger brothers and sisters great 
annoyance by her selfish dictatorial spirit. Her 
father, however, was very proud of his eldest 
daughter, and from her earliest childhood had 
encouraged her to foster what he boastingly 
called " Maggie's proud spirit." 
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Next in age to Margaret came Roderick, 
Mr. Westfield's eldest son, who was sixteen 
years of age, and at present travelling on the 
Continent with his tutor. 

Then came Florrie, the next daughter, who 
was different to her eldest sister, both in ap- 
pearance and disposition; for she also was an 
exceedingly pretty girl, but her beauty con- 
sisted more in its fair delicacy, for she was 
not unlike her cousin Daisy De Burgh, having 
the same wistful look in her sweet brown eyes, 
and the same golden-coloured hair, which she 
wore neatly coiled round her small head. But, 
besides being pretty, Florrie possessed what is 
more to be valued, the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit; and she was trying to live 
as a Christian, although she often found it 
difficult ; for, in the fashionable style they lived 
at Merrion Hall, there were many temptations 
to grow careless and indifferent in the work 
which ought to be done by those who wish 
to live aright. 

D 
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It was at the school where Florrie was edu- 
cated that she had first been brought to 
think seriously of leading a godly life. There 
she had made the companionship of a good 
girl, who had died about six months before. 
The impression, however, her Christian life 
left upon Florrie was not forgotten, and the 
good seed sown was likely to bring forth much 
fruit. 

After Florrie came Wilfred, a fine boy of 
twelve, who at present was home from Rugby 
for his holidays, and whose great delight, dur- 
ing that pleasant recreation time, was getting 
into all sorts of mischief with his younger 
brother Georgie, who was not quite ten years 
old. 

Little Ida and Katie were respectively aged 
six and eight, and last of all came baby 
Arthur, the pet and darling of the whole 
household, and who at present was running a 
fair chance of getting spoilt. 

Alice and Daisy, however, had not long to 
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talk with Florrie before the bell rang, and 
they felt quite glad of their cousins' company. 
As they entered the breakfast-room, to meet 
for the first time their aunt and eldest cousin 
Margaret — 

"Good morning, young ladies," said Mr. 
Westfield, who happened to be going into the 
room at the same time as themselves. 

" Ellen," he said, " here are Mary's two eldest 
girls." 

"Oh, good morning. I hope you have 
passed a good night," said Mrs. Westfield as 
she, shook hands with her nieces. 

" Yes, thank you," replied Alice. 

"And your brother and sister, I suppose 
they sire in the nursery ; I shall see them by- 
and-by." 

At this moment, a tall, fine-looking girl 
entered the room, who was introduced to Alice 
and Daisy as their cousin Margaret. 

One could at once perceive it was from her 
mamma that Margaret had inherited her beau- 
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tifiil features, not excepting the proud expres- 
sion which rested on her face, for she re- 
sembled Mrs. Westfield very much, having the 
same black hair, and the dark-brown eyes, 
which flashed brightly as she said stiffly — 

" I hope you are quite well." 

Oh, how harsh and cold the words seemed 
to gfrate upon the ears of the young strangers, 
and how they missed their dear mamma's warm 
morning kiss, and loving interest in all their 
words and actions! But the sisters had to 
learn a lesson in the ways of the world which 
they would have had to learn sooner or later. 
Poor girls ! they had expected at least a word 
of kindness to them about their trouble, but 
none came ; and as they sat down to break- 
fast, they felt the rising tears almost choke 
them as they tried to suppress them until 
they would be alone. 

"Where is Wilfred?" said Mrs. Westfield 2 
" he is very late making his appearance." 

However, just as his mamma was talking 
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of him, the delinquent entered the room to 
speak for himself. 

"Wilfred," said Mr. Westfield severely, 
" what makes you so late V 

" I don't know, papa," replied Wilfred ; " I 
must have overslept myself." 

"Were you not called at the usual hour ?" 

"Yes, papa." 

"Well then, it is your own fault, and as a 
punishment, go and breakfast with your little 
brothers and sisters in the nursery." 

Very quietly Wilfred left the room, and, as 
soon as he had closed the door, Mrs. West- 
field said to her husband — 

"I am afraid, Greorge, Wilfred is getting 
more careless than ever; I do wish he would 
grow more serious and thoughtful." 

"Well, we must not require too much from 
a boy of his years," replied Mr. Westfield ; " I 
expect Wilfred wiU grow up a very clever 
man." 
. During this time Alice had been comparing 
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the breakfast-table at Grassy Bank to th6 one 
at Merrion Hall; and although the room was 
so much larger and grander at the latter^ still 
she longed once more to be at her old home, 
where she used to talk so freely and at ease 
with her own mamma upon any subject, and 
without any restraint. 

Her meditations, however, were brought to 
a close by her uncle, whom she heard speak- 
ing her name, 

" Margaret dear," he said, " I hope you will 
try and make your cousins quite at their ease 
to-day, and mind you show Alice and Daisy 
round the neighbourhood." 

" Yes, papa," replied Margaret slowly ; ** but," 
she added, after a pause, "I must call upon 
Mary Roster to-day, for she is going away 
from home to-morrow." 

"Well, go and see your friends, Maggie, if 
you like," replied her papa, "but you must 
not neglect your cousins." 

As they were leaving the breakfast - room. 
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Alice and Daisy heard Margaret say in tones 
which were evidently intended to be loud enough 
for them to hear — 

" Not neglect the cousins, indeed ! I am not 
going to have them standing in my way, and if 
I choose to do anything I will do it." 

Alice's cheeks burned with anger, and she 
was just going to make a retort, when she 
caught a warning glance from Daisy, which 
seemed to ask her, as plainly as words could, 
to be silent. 

It was the rule during the holidays for Miss 
Claremont to instruct Florrie for an hour every 
day ; and as this was the time for her to go to 
the study, Alice and Daisy determined to go 
and stay with Ulry and May imtil she would 
again be at liberty. 

They had not been long in the nursery before 
Mrs. Westfield entered, who had also come to 
see the children. 

"Well, dears," she said, after talking stiffly to 
them for a few minutes, "I am sure you will 
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enjoy playing with your little cousins, won't 
you?" 

Neither of the children, however, volunteered 
to answer, and, much to their sisters' annoyance, 
Mrs. Westfield said — 

"I hope these children are not spoilt, they 
seem either very shy or sulky. How old is 
your brother, Daisy ? " 

" He will be ten next birthday," replied 
Daisy. 

" Oh, dear ! " said her aunt ; " why, he is as 
old as my Georgie, and yet he is not near so 
manly ! " 

This remark, which to Alice seemed quite 
derogatory to her darling, was too much for her 
to hear in silence, as Ulry had always been the 
pride of his home, and had always been con- 
sidered very quick and clever for his age. 

" Aunt," she replied with rising temper, " Ulry 
is very manly, and you are the first who has 
said he is not ; but perhaps he has not yet got 
accustomed to be amongst so many strangers." 
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"Alice!" exclaimed Mrs. Westfield, " I think 
you are sadly forgetting yourself, for you ought 
to be old enough to know how rude it is to con- 
tradict any one, and I hope you will not be so 
unlady-like again." 

" Ulry, dear," said Daisy, wishing to change 
the conversation, "why did you not speak to 
aunt nicely ? You do like playing with Georgie, 
don't you, dear?" 

But Ulry w:as not to be the peace-maker, and 
to Daisy's horror, he replied — 

" No, Daisy, I don't ; and that is why I did not 
like to answer." 

"You naughty boy," said his aunt, "what do 
you mean, sir ? " 

At this moment his little defender, May, took 
his part, and exclaimed, her little face getting 
redder and redder at each word — 

" Ulry is not naughty ; you are naughty to say 
so, and I don't like you at all, and I would like 
to go home again to-day." 

" Such disagreeable, ungrateful children I 
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never before saw," said Mrs. Westfield angrily ; 
*' they must have been fearfully neglected ; but," 
she continued, "I shall go and speak to Miss 
Claremont, for they must be taught to act very 
differently, or else they will do harm to my own 
dear good children." 

With these words Mrs. Westfield left the 
room and the dismayed nieces. 

" I do so hate her," exclaimed little May. 

" Hush, May ! " said Daisy ; " you and Ulry 
ought to have spoken to aunt when she asked 
you. Ulry dear," she continued, "I saw you 
playing happily with Ida and Katie this morn- 
ing before breakfast; why don't you like them r " 

Ulry hung down his head, and replied in a 
low voice, " Georgie came and joined us, and he 
told me to do what he liked ; and because I told 
him I wouldn't, he went to his Nurse, who came 
and took them all away, and left May with me 
here by ourselves, until our Nurse came to us." 

Daisy could not quite understand Ulry's state- 
ment, but she saw clearly that the Nurse and 
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little cousins must have had a disagreement since 
she saw them, and she determined to wait until 
she saw their own Nurse to ask her the par- 
ticulars. 

After talking quietly together, Alice agreed 
with Daisy that Ulry had vexed his aunt, and 
they showed him his fault, making him promise 
the next time he saw Mrs. Westfield to beg her 
pardon. 

"Shall I go at once," said tJlry; "I may 
forget before I see her again." 

"Very well, dear, if you like," said Daisy 
smiling; "and would you mind taking him, 
Alice ? " she asked her sister ; " and then perhaps 
aunt will not be so angry with us." 

" It was rather a struggle with Alice's pride 
to do this, but at last she consented ; and taking 
her brother by the hand, she went in search of 
her aunt, and after a few minutes' absence re- 
turned to Daisy, telling her Mrs. Westfield had 
seemed rather pleased with their apologies. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

GLEAMS OF HAPPINESS. 

" Friendship ! mysterious cement of the soul ! 

Sweet'ner of life, and solder of society ! 

I owe thee much. Thou hast deserved of me 

Far, far beyond whatever I can pay. 

Oft have I proved the labours of thy love, 

And the warm efforts of the gentle heart 

Anxious to please.*' 

Robert Blair. 

HLTHOUGH Alice and Daisy missed their 
own home comforts very much, still, 
after a few days had passed, they began 
to feel more accustomed to the life at Merrion 
Hall ; for they learnt that as long as they did not 
interfere with Margaret's pursuits, and did not 
vex their aunt in any way, they could pass 
almost all their time much as they liked. 
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The rooms at the Hall were so numerous that 
it was easily arranged to set one apartment 
especially aside for their Nurse and Ulry and 
May to have to themselves. This arrangement 
pleased the sisters very much, for now their 
little brother and sister could play with their 
cousins if they liked, and yet be able to have a 
separate place for their playthings. 

During the holidays Alice and Daisy were to 
join Florrie in her studies with Miss Claremont, 
and they liked learning with their cousin so 
much that they felt quite sorry to think she 
would soon have to leave them to go to school 
again. 

For it was as they had expected — Florrie 
became their chief companion, and they felt 
glad to think they had such a nice friend to 
join in their pursuits, for it made them feel 
much happier than they could otherwise have 
been. 

"I'm going to see a friend, Daisy," said 
Florrie to her cousin one bright morning ; " do 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



46 ALICE DE BURGH. 

you think you and Alice could come with me, 
it would be so pleasant to have your company, 
for Margaret is stud3ring, and I know she would 
not like me to disturb her ? " 

" Oh, I should like to go very much, Florrie," 
replied Daisy ; " I am so fond of a good walk. 
I will go and ask Allie to come." 

So saying, Daisy left Florrie, and went in 
search of her sister, whom she found in her own 
room studying an Italian lesson for the master 
who came to teach the language to Margaret, 
with whom she was to share his instruction. 

'* Oh, Allie," said Daisy, " Florrie wants you 
and me to go a walk with her, to visit one of her 
friends ; will you come ? " 

**No, indeed I can't, Daisy," replied Alice. 
" I shall have to go to my Italian in an hour, 
and I have not mastered the difficulties of this 
lesson yet." 

" Perhaps it is too far advanced for you, is it ?" 

" I did say I thought so to Margaret," replied 
Alice, "but she looked so scornful at the very 
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idea, that I am determined to try and be able to 
know it as well as herself." 

**0h, I am so sorry you can't come," said 
Daisy ; " would you like me to stay with you ?" 

"No, Daisy," replied Alice, "that would do 
me no good; go and take your walk, and 
when you come back I hope I shall be ready 
to join you." 

"Well, good-bye for the present, Allie ;" and 
with these words, Daisy left her sister, and 
was soon walking with her cousin down the 
lane. 

"I hope Alice will not make herself ill 
keeping so close to her books," she said, " for 
she is not accustomed to do so." 

"I hope not," replied Florrie; "but if she 
wants to keep up with Margaret in her studies, 
I am afraid she will ; for Margaret is so very 
clever, and prides herself on her learning. In 
fact, it is hard work to make her keep from 
lessons, even when away from home." 

After a pause, Florrie continued, " I am sure 
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you will like the Sinclairs, at whose house 
I am going to visit, for they are such kind, 
nice people, and the two girls, Ellinor and 
Lizzie, are my greatest friends in the neigh- 
bourhood." 

After a pretty walk, which lay most of the 
way through green fields, Daisy and Florrie 
reached their destination, when, to the latter^s 
delight, her friends were at home, and they 
were ushered into the drawing-room, where, 
after a few minutes had passed, two fine-look- 
ing girls entered. Florrie introduced to them 
her cousin. 

After talking together some time, Lizzie 
Sinclair proposed to take her visitors into the 
garden to see her mamma, who was sitting 
there, 

Daisy was very pleased with the garden, for 
it reminded hsr more of Grassy Bank than 
anjrthing she had seen since she had left 
Essex, for it was laid out in much the same 
plan. The smoothly mown lawn before the 
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house was chiefly used for croquet; but lead- 
ing through a gate came the back garden, the 
first part of which was laid out for flowers, 
and very beautiful it looked with the large 
spreading trees which kept the heat of the 
sun away, and yet allowed the beds to look 
bright with their many-coloured flowers. There 
was also at one side a smaller croquet ground, 
looking very inviting with the many seats 
placed about. 

Beyond the large piece for flowers, came 
the long fruit-garden; and it was here where 
the girls found Mrs. Sinclair, who was enjoy- 
ing the pleasure of sitting under the shade of 
one of the large apple-trees, sewing. 

Upon seeing the strangers she came forward, 
and, after speaking kindly to Florrie, turned to 
Daisy, and said — 

** Although I don't know you, dear, to speak 
to, still I feel almost as if I did; for I have 
heard so much about you lately from Florrie, 
that I am quite glad of having the pleasure 

E 
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of becoming acquainted with you personally. 
Is your sister with you ?" 

" No," replied Daisy, " Alice could not spare 
the time at present to cotne with us." 

" Oh, I am sorry ; but tell her I should like 
to see her, for, besides wishing to know you 
both, I feel an interest in you, for I knew 
your mamma very well many years back, and 
the sight of you reminds me of those days so 
much, for you are very like what she was, my 
dear-" 

Oh, what pleasure it was to Daisy to find 
herself talking to an old friend of her mamma's ! 
for the manner in which Mrs. Sinclair spoke 
quite took her heart, and she thought how 
pleased Alice would be with the account of 
her visit. 

Mrs. Sinclair was a very nice lady, and she 
had such a kind, taking manner, that wher- 
ever she went she seemed to make herself 
loved ; and although she had not lived long in 
that part of the country, still already, when- 
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ever her name was spoken in the village by 
the cottagers, it was with evident respect, for 
Mrs. Sinclair had already attached herself to ' 
the poorer people in the neighbourhood, by 
her ready interest in all their joys and sorrows. 

After walking about the grounds and talk- 
ing to their friends, Florrie and Daisy were 
obliged to take leave of them, so that they 
might be enabled to get back to Merrion Hall 
in time for the early dinner. 

" Are not the Sinclairs pleasant . people ?" 
asked Florrie, when the two cousins were once 
more alone. 

" Yes," replied Daisy ; " I don't think I ever 
liked a stranger so well before as I do Mrs. 
Sinclair," 

"And Ellinor and Lizzie," added Florrie, 
"are they not pretty ?" 

" Very," said Daisy. " How old are they ?" 

" Ellinor is seventeen, and Lizzie is sixteen." 

" Have they any brothers ?" 

"No,*' replied Florrie. " Is it not very sad— 
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they had two such nice brothers, but they were 
both drowned two years ago, whilst out on a 
boating excursion for pleasure ? " 

"Oh, what a pity!" said Daisy; "but I 
thought I heard Lizzie speak of Kenneth ? " 

"That is their cousin, Kenneth Ross," ex- 
plained Florrie; "he is an orphan, and lives 
with his uncle." 

"Oh!" exclaimed Daisy, "just the same as 
I live with you." 

"Yes," replied Florrie, laughing; "but speak 
of any one, and they are sure to appear : I am 
almost certain this is Kenneth himself who is 
coming across the field." 

And Florrie was right. They had not pro- 
ceeded far before they came up to a hand- 
some youth of about nineteen or twenty years 
of age. 

"Good morning. Miss Florrie," he said; "I 
am quite glad to have the pleasure of meet- 
ing you, for it seems an age since I have 
seen you." 
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" Does it ?" asked Florrie, quietly, " I thought 
I saw you in church last Sunday." 

"Oh," replied Kenneth, laughing, "that 
counts for nothing ; you hurried so quickly out 
of church that I had not an opportunity of 
speaking with you ; but, if you have no objec- 
tion, I will walk back with you and your 
friend to the hall." 

" Oh, none," replied Florrie ; " I shall be glad 
of your company ; but how rude of me not to 
have introduced you to my cousin. Miss Daisy 
De Burgh." 

And soon the three were chatting together 
so fast that they reached home much sooner 
than they had expected. 

"Oh, Allie!" said Daisy, as soon as she 
went to her room to dress for dinner, " I 
have spent such a pleasant time since I saw 
you, only I wish you could have been with 
me." 

"Never mind that," replied Alice; "I shall 
be quite satisfied to hear you tell me about 
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your visit, for I in a quiet way have enjoyed 
myself also." 

"I am so glad to hear it," said her sister. 
*' How did you succeed with your Italian ?*' 

'*I learnt the lesson as well as I could, and 
although I did not know it as well as Margaret, 
for it seems so easy to her to conquer the 
greatest difficulties, still I satisfied our master, 
and so I was content. Since then I have been 
a delightful walk with the four youngsters." 

" You have been busy," replied Daisy ; " but," 
she added, " I must now relate to you all I have 
seen and done." 

However, the dinner-bell ringing at this 
moment, Daisy had to put off her explanation 
until a more convenient time, and she and Alice 
' descended to the dining-room. 

A few days after, Mrs. Sinclair and her 
daughters called at the Hall, and thus Alice 
also became acquainted with them, and, like her 
sister, she also took a gr^at fancy to the new 
friends. 
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But another change was to take place in 
Alice and Daisy's lives, by the arrangement 
of their uncle and aunt — that they should go to 
the same school with Florrie after the holidays. 

At first, this plan seemed distasteful to the 
sisters, when they thought of leaving May and 
Ulry behind them ; but when they talked over 
the scheme with. Nurse, and thought of their 
little brother and sister remaining with her, 
who would, they knew, take such care of them, 
and lock after them so well, they began to like 
the idea of going to boarding-school with Florrie, 
who had told them so much of what life would 
be like there. 
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CHAPTER V. 

GROWING UP. 

" Maiden ! with the meek brown eyes, 
In whose orb a shadow lies, 
Like the dusk in evening skies ! 

'' Standing with reluctant feet, 
Where the brook and river meet. 
Womanhood and childhood fleet ! 

<' Oh, thou child of many prayers, 
Life hath quicksands — ^life hath snares ; 
Care and age come unawares." 

Longfellow. 

H EARLY two years had passed away 
since Alice De Burgh and her sister left 
their uncle's house to go to school. 
It was Christmas time, and a week before 
Alice and Daisy had returned from boarding- 
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school with their cousin. Florrie and Daisy 
only for their holidays, but Alice for the last 
time ; for now her education was finished, and 
she was going to remain at the Hall. 

They had been two happy years to the orphan 
sisters, for they had made nice friends at school ; 
the events of which time, however, I will not 
linger upon, for their school-days had been the 
same as school-days usually are, and which 
every one more or less can picture in remem- 
brance of their own. 

Great changes had taken place during this 
time in the appearance both of Alice and Daisy. 
Alice had grown very tall; and although she 
was still rather plain in feature, yet she had so 
much more style of manner, and her dark eyes 
had so much expression in them, that her face, 
especially when it was animated, looked often 
very attractive. 

Daisy had not gfrown so fast as her sister, and 
hardly looked her age of fifteen years; for she 
was still very thin and delicate-looking, which 
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made her appear much younger than she really 
was. 

That day, however, both the sisters were 
anticipating great pleasure ; for they were going 
with their aunt and uncle and their two cousins 
to spend the evening with their friends the 
Sinclairs, who were going to entertain a nimiber 
of guests to celebrate Christmas. 

At first, Mrs. Westfield had declined the invi- 
tation as regarded Florrie and Daisy, for she 
did not wish them to go to parties of any kind 
until they had left school. 

However, EUinor and Lizzie Sinclair had 
begged so hard in favour of the two girls, 
and as, to their delight, Mr. Westfield took 
their part, it was at last decided that they 
should go. 

Very busy Nurse had been for days before, 
preparing the dresses for her young ladies to 
wear that evening ; for Mrs. Westfield had told 
her nieces, that the means which had been left 
them after their parents' death were not suffi- 
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cient to allow them much expenditure on dress, 
so that they had better make some simple 
muslins do for the occasion. 

Therefore the sisters were very glad to see 
how ready their old Nurse was to assist them 
in their difficulties, and they felt quite satisfied 
to think they had her to help them in arranging 
their toilet, although they knew their cousins 
would have an experienced maid to attend upon 
them. 

"Well, dears," Nurse exclaimed that same 
evening, after putting the finishing touches to 
then: hair, and looking at them with a critical 
eye, " I dare say Miss Margaret will be dressed 
in some splendid silk or satin, but, dress as she 
may, she will not look better than you two do, 
although I have made your dresses myself." 

"Thank you, Nursie, for the compliment," 
replied Alice, "and for the trouble you have 
taken to make us look so nice." 

"Yes, Nurse," said Daisy, laughing, "you 
make me feel quite conceited." 
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And very pretty did the sisters look, both 
dressed alike in simple white muslins, the only 
diiference being that Alice had a cerise-coloured 
sash, and ribbons of the same in her dark hair, 
whilst Daisy had light-blue ribbons, which con- 
trasted beautifully with her long golden hair 
and pretty blue eyes. 

Just at this moment, however, a knock was 
heard at the door, and Florrie's clear voice was 
heard, asking her cousins if they were ready to 
join her. 

" Yes, Florrie," replied Daisy ; " come in." 

And Florrie entered, looking also very pretty, 
her beauty being enhanced by the bright flush 
which excitement had brought to her cheeks. 

When the three girls descended to the draw- 
ing-room, they had to wait patiently a long 
time for Margaret, who at last made her ap- 
pearance, looking very handsome in a lovely 
pink silk, and flowers of the same colour in her 
black hair. 

" Well, children, are you quite ready to start ? " 
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she said, using a term towards the three girls 
which she was very fond of, because she hap- 
pened to have the advantage of being two years 
older than her cousin Alice. 

"Why, Margaret," replied Florrie, "Mrs. 
Sinclair said we were to be at Kinghurst Lodge 
by seven o'clock, and now it only wants a 
quarter to eight." 

" But surely, Florrie," retorted her sister, " you 
know it is not fashionable to be at the house at 
the exact time mentioned." 

" Well, never mind teaching Florrie a lesson 
in politeness now, Maggie," interrupted Mr. 
Westfield, " for here comes your mamma, so that, 
if you are all ready, I think you had better get 
into the carriage." 

It was not long after they had arrived at 
their friend's house that the cousins were 
busily enjoying themselves with the gaieties 
of the evening; for no sooner had they en- 
tered the drawing-room than Kenneth Ross 
engaged himself to Alice for the next dance. 
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garet resolving in her own mind to keep out 
of his way, so that she might not be able to 
grant his request. 

However, her plan was frustrated; for Mr. 
Leslie — the gentleman with whom she had been 
talking — found an opportunity for himself of 
getting introduced to Alice De Burgh, through 
Kenneth Ross; and it was not long before 
Margaret saw, what to her was exceedingly 
mortifying, Mr. Leslie and her cousin Alice 
talking quietly together whilst walking round 
the room, after having danced a good gallop. 

Alice, meanwhile, was unconsciously enjoy- 
ing the pleasure which seemed to cause her 
cousin so much unnecessary pain; and cer- 
tainly, if she had been asked which gentleman 
she had liked best during the evening, she 
would have been undecided whether to reply 
in favour of Guy Leslie or Kenneth Ross. 

But now for a word about the younger 
friends, Florrie and Daisy, 

They also had been greatly admired; and 
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many had come to the conclusion that they 
were the two prettiest sisters in the room— a 
determination arrived at by those who did not 
know the Westfield family intimately. 

Very natural it was to make such a mis- 
take ; for as when they were younger, so now, 
Florrie and Daisy bore a great resemblance 
to one another, and it would have been hard 
to say which looked the more beautiful, at 
this their first entrance into the fascinating 
but fatiguing pleasures of the fashionable 
world — the one with the dark eyes looking 
as soft as velvet, or the other cousin with the 
equally sweet-looking eyes of blue. 

However, the evening passed quickly away; 
and at rather a late hour to what they were 
accustomed to, Alice, Florrie, and Daisy drove 
home with their young heads full of the ex- 
citing pleasures they had enjoyed with so 
much youthful relish. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE BALL-ROOM. 

" On the light £intastic toe 
Goodness gracious how they go ! 
Dancing as for very life, 
One would think ^twould end in strife ; 
Struggling, pushing, tearing dresses, 
Making 'loves of wreaths ' all messes ; 
Treading on the ladies' toes. 
Sad addition to their woes ! 
Where's the pleasure, I can't see, 
Of this whirling galaxy." 

BO Alice the attention which had been 

paid her that evening, had been of so 

new and pleasing a character that at 

first she could think of scarcely anything else ; 

for the pleasures of that night had made her 

long for more amusement of the same nature, 
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and she felt glad to think her school-days 
were over, and that she was now to enter into 
society. 

With Daisy, however, it was different, she 
also had enjoyed herself as much as her sister, 
but it had been in her own quiet way, mixed 
with her usual thoughtfulness ; for her words 
to Alice . the next day showed how she still 
dwelt . upon the days that were passed ; the 
remembrance of which — although the first great 
sorrow was overcome, yet the wound would 
never be completely healed — could never pass 
out of her life. 

" Oh, Allie ! " she exclaimed, " I did so en- 
joy myself last evening at Kinghurst Lodge ; 
yet now, I cannot help feeling almost sad 
when I think of how much more delightful it 
would have been if only dear, darling mamma 
or papa had been there too/' 

Daisy had one of those serious, thoughtful 
natures; and although she could be as bright 
and as happy as any one around her when 
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amidst a gay scene, still there woiild often 
arise, above it all, thoughtftd ideas in her 
mind, which would never have entered the 
head of a girl of a less sensitive, less loving 
nature than herself. 

During Christmas, several balls always suc- 
ceeded one another in the neighbourhood sur- 
rounding the Hall, and to these the West- 
fields were always invited, for they were the 
oldest inhabitants in that part of the country, 
and knew all the people who dwelt in the 
large mansions scattered about for miles 
around. 

This year, however, Alice was invited to 
several of the smaller dances, by firiends who 
knew of the relationship between her and the 
Westfields. 

But one of these dances had greater charms 
to Alice than many she had been to pre- 
viously; for that evening, at a friend's house 
where she was visiting with her cousin Mar« 
garet, Alice again met, for the first time 
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since she had been to the Christmas party at 
Kinghnrst Lodge, her early acquaintance, Guy 
Leslie. 

She was sitting quietly in the drawing-room, 
not having a partner for the coming dance, 
when she was surprised by hearing the above- 
mentioned gentleman's name announced by the 
footman, and Guy Leslie entered the room. 

Oh, how the blood rushed to Alice's face ! 
although for what reason, no doubt, if asked, 
she would have been at a loss to say. 

Guy Leslie also had noticed Alice De Burgh ; 
and it was with a pleased look of recognition 
that, after having spoken to his host and 
hostess, he advanced towards her. 

" Good evening, Miss De Burgh," he said ; 
**I did not know I was to have the pleasure 
of meeting you here this evening, or I think 
it would have been with more feelings of an- 
ticipating enjoyment that I should have ac- 
cepted my kind friend Mrs. Roster's invitation." 

At these words Alice felt her cheeks get- 
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ting hotter and more uncomfortable, and she 
answered, rather awkwardly, "I did not know 
you lived in this neighbourhood." 
< "I do not," he replied; "but at pre- 
sent I am staying with some friends who live 
at Merton Villa, about three miles from here, 
and at whose house I believe I shall again have 
the pleasure of seeing you on Thursday ; for I 
believe your aunt knows my friends, and has 
accepted their invitation to the skating party, 
which they intend to have that day if the 
frost lasts." 

"Oh yes, at Mrs. Merton's," replied Alice; 
" but," she continued, " I do not think you will 
see me there." 

"Why not?" asked Guy Leslie with evident 
interest. 

"Because," answered Alice simply, "I do 
not know your friends, and was not invited 
to go to Merton Villa next Thursday." 

"Oh, there must be some mistake!" said 
her companion quietly. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE BALL-ROOM. 



The conversation, however, was interrupted 
at this moment by Mr. Roster — at whose house 
the dance was — ^who approached them saying 
in his kind way — 

" Well, Miss De Burgh and Mr. Guy Leslie, 
are you engaged to dance the following qua- 
drille • together, for we just want one couple 
to make up a set in the ball-room ?" 

" Oh, thank you, Mr. Roster," replied Guy, 
and then turning to Alice, he continued — 

" May I have the happiness of dancing this 
quadrille with you. Miss De Burgh, if you are 
not previously engaged ?" 

Upon Alice examining the engagements 
written down on her. programme, she perceived 
that no name. was placed opposite that dance, 
and, not ♦ without a feeling of pleasure, ' she 
accepted her partner's arm, and descended to 
the ball-room. 

Thus the evening passed quickly away — to 
Alice at least, for her programme soon got 
filled, and she enjoyed herself so thoroughly 
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that it seemed only like the height of her en- 
joyment when she unwillingly heard her uncle 
tell her and Margaret to put on their cloaks 
to return to the Hall. 

Kenneth Ross, however, also heard the an- 
nouncement ; and as quick as thought, as soon 
as he saw Alice, he asked her permission to 
escort her to the carriage, much to Guy Les- 
lie's disappointment, for he had wished to do 
the same, whereas now he could only say good- 
night, and return to the rest of the company. 

Great accounts had Alice to give her sister 
the following morning of her partners and 
dances the previous evening; for Alice loved 
to go over again with Daisy all she could 
remember about her enjoyment, and Daisy 
liked to listen; but even she grew almost 
weary that morning, hearing Alice's many 
descriptions about the various charms pos- 
sessed by Guy Leslie and Kenneth Ross. 

But a surprise was waiting for Alice which 
she had not expected. About an hour after 
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breakfast, Mrs. Westfield told her niece she 
wanted to speak with her a few minutes in 
the study. As soon, therefore, as they were 
together, her aunt said — 

"Alice, I have just received a letter this 
morning from Mrs. Merton, who has very 
kindly written to ask you to accompany your 
cousin Margaret, with your uncle and myself, 
to their skating party to-morrow afternoon : 
would you like me to accept this invitation ?" 

"Oh, how kind of Mrs. Merton to think of 
me!" replied Alice; "I should like to go to 
skate very much indeed, aunt," she continued, 
" if you do not object." 

"I do not object to your going to Mrs. 
Morton's, Alice," answered her aunt; "but I 
want to speak a few words with you privately, 
and that is the reason I told you to come 
here." 

The feeling of pleasure which had arisen in 
Alice's heart as soon as she had heard her 
aunt tell her of the invitation, now dwindled 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



74 ALICE DE BURGH, 

away, and it was rather with fear that she 
waited for Mrs. Westfield to speak. 

After a pause, her aunt continued, looking 
searchingly into her niece's face meanwhile — 

"Alice," she said, "tell me candidly, is it 
true that you asked Mr. Leslie to ask Mrs. 
Merton to invite you to their house ?" 

" No, indeed, aunt," replied Alice firmly, her 
face getting red with wounded pride. " I asked 
Mr. Leslie to ask Mrs. Merton to invite me!" 
she said. "Who dare say I did so ?" 

"Well, Alice," replied her aunt, "you have 
no occasion to lose your temper ; and if you 
do not keep calm, I shall not stay to talk to 
you; but it seems strange," she added, "for 
you to deny what I say; for Margaret was 
dancing with Mr. Leslie at Mrs. Roster's ball 
last evening, and he seemed well acquainted 
with the fact that you were not going to the 
skating party to-morrow, for he said he had 
just heard so from yourself for the first time. 
How do you account for that ?" 
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It was not an easy matter for Alice to reply- 
to her aunt quietly without letting her temper 
gain the victory over her; for she felt so in- 
dignant at the accusation, and, besides, Mrs. 
Westfield's manner shewed that fehe did not 
believe what her niece had said, although she 
did not exactly say so in words. 

^*Aunt," replied Alice distinctly, "I do not 
ask any one to invite me to their house, much 
less would I ask a stranger to do. such a 
commission for me, for I am not so mean as to 
wish to intrude where I am not wanted. How 
it happened that Mr. Leslie knew I was not 
invited to Mr. Merton's, was simply in this 
manner : he asked me if I should be at his 
friend's house to-morrow, and I told him I was 
not acquainted with the family, and therefore 
was not asked to go." 

" Well, as you say you did not commit such 
an offence, Alice, I suppose I must believe 
you, as I cannot prove what I said; and 
therefore if your uncle consents, you may write 
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to Mrs. Merton and accept her invitation ; but 
remember, Alice, that I shall be at Merton 
Villa myself, when I shall watch you closely ; 
for I have heard that your conduct, as regards 
a certain Mr. Leslie, was greatly talked 
about at last night's ball; and therefore re- 
member, if I see anything in your manner 
which I do not strictly approve of, I shall 
have to forbid you visiting again this winter. 
Now go," Mrs. Westfield continued, " and 
show your uncle this note." 

For a moment, Alice hesitated between her 
wish to go to the party and her pride which 
seemed to tell her to refuse to do so, but at last 
the latter gained the victory, and she replied — 

" Aunt, if I may accept or refuse Mrs. Mer- 
ton's offer myself, I would like to say I will 
not be at her house to-morrow." 

"Alice," exclaimed Mrs. Westfield, "your 
conduct astonishes me gfreatly. Do not talk 
such nonsense; but when I tell you to do a 
thing, do it at once and without a word." 
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To these words Alice dare not reply ; and 
so, having no other alternative, she went in 
search of her uncle, whom she found in the 
library. 

" Well, Alice," he said, as soon as his 
niece entered the room, "what is the matter, 
child — what makes you look so miserable ? " 

" Please, uncle," replied Alice, " aunt has sent 
me to ask you whether I can accept this invi- 
tation or not ? " 

After reading Mrs. Morton's note, which 
Alice handed to him, Mr. Westfield said — 

"Certainly, dear; and if that is the cause 
of your trouble you need have no fear that I 
would put any hindrance in the way of your 
enjoyment; go at once and write your letter 
of acceptance." 

" Thank you, uncle," replied Alice ; " but — " 
here she paused, for she was upon the point of 
confiding to Mr. Westfield her recent cause 
for vexation, when she suddenly changed her 
mind, and resolved to let no one know about 
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it except her sister Daisy, to whom she went 
after leaving the library. 

"Oh, Alice !'* exclaimed Daisy, after hearing 
what her sister had to tell her, "how could 
Margaret tell aunt such a disgraceftil tale! for 
I don't think she could have made a mistake 
in what Mr. Leslie said." 

"No," replied her sister — "it seems very 
strange; but," she continued, "it quite spoils 
all pleasure in the skating party, for I* shall 
feel so uncomfortable, knowing that aunt will 
be watching all my movements." 

"Oh, she will be too busy to mind you, 
Allie, I dare say," replied Daisy. 

At this moment, Florrie joined the sisters; 
and although . she noticed how blank they 
both looked, still she reft'ained ft'om asking 
any questions ; and as her cousins did not say 
a word, the subject for the present was not 
resumed. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SKATING. 

" Oh, let thy words be cahn and kind ! 
In life so mnch of evil lies. 
Whose power wiU darken o'er the mind. 

And blight its gentler sympathies, 
That never human lip or heart 

In carelessness should fling the dart, 
Which for a moment's space may rest 
Or rankle in another's breast." 

Miss Acton. 




[HE day on which Alice Was to go to 
Mrs. Merton's with her relations proved 
most propitious for a skating party ; for, 
tnough very cold, it was bright and clear, and 
during the night before it had been freezing 
so hard that every inch of lake and pond was 
frozen as fast as a rock. 
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It was with feelings of constraint that Alice 
stepped into the brougham with her aunt and 
cousin Margaret, for they were the only three 
that were going, as Mr. Westfield, having a 
cold, had decided not to leave home. 

Alice thought her aunt's manner stiffer than 
ever, and Margaret seemed to regard her as an 
intruder ; but whether this was fanciful or not on 
her part, certain it was that the drive was very 
dreary, and it was passed in almost complete 
silence by Alice, and not much better by her 
aunt and cousin, for they rarely spoke, and 
when they did so, they only addressed their 
conversation to one another. 

At last, however, to her delight, they reached 
Merton Villa, and she felt that she was at liberty 
once more. 

Very kindly did Mrs. Merton receive Alice, 
and begged her to excuse her not having in- 
vited her as soon as her cousin, but she had not 
known she was living at the Hall. 

As soon as Guy Leslie perceived Alice, he 
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came forward to ask her whether she would 
proceed with him to the lake where they were 
to skate. 

At first Alice felt inclined to refuse him this 
request, but, scarcely knowing what reason to 
give for the refusal, having come on purpose to 
skate, she consented. 

The lake belonging to Merton Villa was 
situated a short distance from the house, and 
was approached by a broad pathway between 
two rows of tall trees, whose branches in sum- 
mer time met overhead and formed a very pic- 
turesque avenue of nearly a quarter of a mile 
in length. It was admirably suited for skating 
upon in the winter, for it was very large, and 
not very deep. 

Kenneth Ross, with the Sinclairs, was also 
amongst the invited guests, and the former 
claimed Alice to skate with him during part of 
the afternoon, after which they returned to the 
house with the rest of the guests for refi-esh- 
ment ; but after Alice and Kenneth were suffi- 

G 
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ciently rested, Kenneth proposed to go again to 
the lake. 

As Alice acquiesced, they started, and had 
nearly reached the lake, when she suddenly 
exclaimed — 

" Oh, dear ! I have quite forgotten my skates." 

" Oh that is easily remedied ; if you do not 
mind waiting a moment whilst I run back to 
the house. Miss De Burgh," said Kenneth. 

" Oh, no ! thank you Mr. Ross," replied Alice ; 
** I did not want to trouble you when I said I 
had forgotten my skates." 

But Kenneth would not listen to any hin- 
drances and ran off to the house. 

Meanwhile, Alice feeling tired and seeing an 
inviting arbour a little aside of the path, she 
went to wait there until Kenneth returned with 
the skates. 

However, she had hardly got seated, when 
she heard the sound of footsteps coming along 
the path, and thinking it was Kenneth she was 
just going to meet him, when she recognised 
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her cousin Margaret's voice, talking in loud 
tones to another girl, so she changed her mind 
and remained where she was, hoping they 
would go along the path and leave her undis- 
covered. 

This Margaret Westfield with her friend Mary 
Roster, did ; not, however, before making poor 
Alice feel more miserable than ever, by over- 
hearing parts of their conversation as they 
passed near the arbour. 

"Yes, indeed," Margaret was saying, "it is 
really shameful how Alice chats so comfortably 
with Guy Leslie, and dances with him so often 
at every party where they happen to meet.'* 

** Yes, she seems to enjoy dancing with him 
very much," replied Mary Roster ; " but I am 
surprised to think she could ask him to speak 
to Mrs. Merton about inviting her here to-day, 
for I always thought she was very lady-like." 

" Oh, yes, I dare say many people do, and ol 
course she denies asking Ghiy to do any such 
thing ; but I suppose she thinks he would just 
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suit her, and I am sure I do not care for my 
part how soon she gets married." 

** She little knows," replied Mary Roster, " how 
fond Ghiy is of flirting with girls ; but will your 
cousin be rich enough to please his fancy ? " 

"No indeed," said Margaret, " she has " 

No more could Alice hear, for the two girls 
were away too far for her to catch any more of 
what they said; but what she had heard was 
quite sufficient to make the tears rush to her 
eyes. 

" Oh, dear," she inwardly exclaimed, " I wish I 
had jumped up and confronted them. Dear old 
Grassy Bank!" she continued aloud, "how I 
long for my old happy days at home." 

True are the lines — 

" Oh ! never say a careless word 

Hath not the power to pain ; 
The shaft may ope some hidden wound 

That closes not again. 
Weigh well those light-winged messengers, 

God marked thy heedless word. 
And with it too the falling tear, 

The heart-pang that it stirred." 
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Poor Alice ! she was greatly to be pitied, for 
she was young and without a friend in her 
uncle's house from whom she could obtain 
advice. Naturally her young innocent heart 
had believed all she had had said to her by 
Guy Leslie, never thinking for a moment that 
it was for his own pleasure alone that he cared 
to talk and flirt with her. 

However, now it was different ; for although 
she tried to make herself believe all she had 
heard was not true, still the words which Mary 
Roster had said about Guy Leslie rankled in 
her mind. 

This, indeed, was the time when Alice missed 
a mother's love — ^that love imtold, unequalled by 
any one else; for she was just entering into 
the difficulties and dangers of this life, and no 
hand seemed ready to stretch forth and help her 
to keep her own natural self, by instilling good 
lessons when they were most needed. 

But have patience. God has promised to 
raise up friends for the orphans, and he never 
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leaves them unprotected, for He has promised 
to be a Father unto them. 

Kenneth Ross, after obtaining the skates, re- 
turned to his companion, but Alice had almost 
forgotten about the errand, so wrapped up had 
she been in his absence with her own unhappy- 
thoughts ; and when he retunjed, to talk upon 
different topics of conversation was almost 
more than she could do, and it was with diffi- 
culty that she tried not to let Kenneth see her 
embarrassment. 

But her companion was quick-sighted enough 
to notice how much quieter and sadder Alice 
was when he rejoined her than when he left 
her ; but puzzle his brains as much as he could, 
he did not arrive at any satisfactory conclusion ; 
for he felt sorry to see Alice in trouble, his true 
devotion to her not having decreased, although 
he had often felt jealous to see how happy she 
had seemed when with his friend Guy Leslie. 

The winter afternoon soon began to close in 
and get dusk, when the guests all left off skating 
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on the lake, and returned to Merton Villa : then 
those who lived near went to their several 
homes to change their toilets for the evening, 
and then again came to their friend's house; 
whilst those who lived at a longer distance had 
brought their evening dress with them, and 
arranged their toilet at the Villa. 

Among the latter were the Westfield and 
Sinclair parties, who, as soon as they were ready, 
assembled together in the drawing-room, which 
looked very attractive after spending the day on 
the ice, with its warm fire, the flames dancing 
brightly, and sending out cheerfiil light into 
every comer of the room. 

When all the guests were reassembled, they 
retired to the dining-room to partake of dinner. 

It so happened that it fell to Guy Leslie's lot 
to take Alice in to dinner, much to that young 
lady's annoyance ; for, although even a few days 
before she would have felt pleased at this ar- 
rangement, now she would rather have had the 
company of a perfect stranger, for she foolishly 
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let her cousin Margaret and Mary Roster cause 
her trouble, by thinking of what they would say 
about it. 

However, she determined to be on her 
guard, as to her demeanour with Guy Leslie, 
so that no one could say a word against her ; 
and perhaps she was too particular, for after 
asking numerous questions on different sub- 
jects of conversation, and trying to get his 
companion to talk with him as agreeably as 
she usually did, and only receiving the briefest 
replies, Guy Leslie gave it up in despair, and 
determined to wait an opportunity to ask Alice 
the cause of this sudden change in her manner 
towards him. 

Soon after dinner was over, and they had 
returned to the drawing-room, Mrs. Merton 
asked her visitors for a little music, and Mar- 
garet Westfield was requested to sing a song, 
who, after asking to be excused upon the plea 
— ^which is so often and conveniently made 
use of on similar occasions — that she had 
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a cold, and was afraid she could not sing 
with any satisfaction — ^when, of course, every- 
body told her they would be sure to be de- 
lighted to hear her sing at all — she sat down 
to the piano and sang Mrs. Heman's beauti- 
ful ballad, "The Captive Knight." 

Margaret had a great talent for singing, 
for her voice was powerful, and yet so well 
moderated, that it certainly was a pleasure to 
listen to her singing. 

But to Alice's horror, a little later in the 
evening, who sjiould she see approaching her 
but Mrs. Merton and Guy Leslie, who came 
to persuade her also to favour them with a 
song. 

" Oh, thank you, Mrs. Merton," replied 
Alice to that lady's repeated request, "but I 
do not sing at all when I am out." 

"You will to please me though. Miss De 
Burgh; won't you?" asked Guy, in a low 
voice. 

But Alice was not in the humour to listen 
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to even his persuasion, and replied, "I am 
sorry to have to refuse you, Mr. Leslie, but 
I would rather not sing to-night." 

However, at this moment, Mrs. Westfield 
passed near her niece, and overhearing her 
talking rather determinedly to Guy Leslie, she 
approached her and said-^ 

" Is anything the matter, Alice V* 
' But Alice was saved the trouble of explain- 
ing; for Mrs. Merton spoke for her, saying, 
"I am trying to persuade your niece, Mrs. 
Westfield, to favour us with a song, but both 
my entreaties and this gentleman's are in vain, 
for Miss De Burgh will insist that she would 
rather not." 

"Alice," said Mrs. Westfield quietly, but 
severely, "go and sing at once when you are 
asked, without talking or making so much fuss 
about it." 

" Oh aunt, I don't think I can sing," said 
Alice, " I can only play a piece of music." 

"Oh then, dear, do favour us with some 
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music," interrupted Mrs. Merton kindly, for 
she felt sorry to think she had got Alice into 
trouble with her aunt, and Alice rising, Guy 
Leslie led her to the piano, when he seated 
himself a little apart where he could watch 
her face without any notice. 

If there had been good playing before, it 
had not excelled Alice's performance. When 
she first sat down to the piano, her hands 
touched the keys listlessly, as if undecided 
which piece to play; but almost directly the 
rich tones of the instrument broke forth into 
that lovely morceau entitled " Elaine," and 
soon all in the room were enraptured listen- 
ing to the music which Alice played with 
such exquisite taste, for her touch was per- 
fect. 

Short and simple though the piece was, it 
had only raised in the hearts of those who 
listened the desire for more, and Alice was 
pressed so much, and by so many, to try and 
sing any simple air she knew, that she had 
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to consent, and commenced that lovely song, 
"Dreaming of Thee." 

Alice did not possess as powerful a voice 
as her cousin, or many others who had sung 
before her, but what she lacked in strength 
was quite atoned for in sweetness. 

At first, she naturally felt very nervous, for 
at the Hall she had rarely played, and had 
never sung before any visitors, so that it was 
rather an ordeal for her to undergo. However, 
her pride came to her assistance; and, deter- 
mining to show her aunt particularly how well 
she could sing, Alice gained courage, and 
calling up all her energies, she sang so well 
that praises rang forth on all sides upon the 
young girl. 

But amongst all the compliments, Alice 
noticed her cousin looked "black as thunder;" 
and although her aunt tried to smile and 
appear pleased to those around, still she 
fancied she could detect it was all done for 
appearances, and that inwardly there lurked a 
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jealous feeling, because she had created as 
much and more applause than Margaret had 
elicited. 

Meanwhile, Alice retired to a seat in a 
corner of the room, hoping to remain quiet. 

But she was doomed to disappointment, for 
seeing a vacant chair near her, Guy Leslie 
took advantage of it, and walking across the 
room, he sat down next her. 

"You can never say again, you don't play 
or sing. Miss De Burgh," he said, " at least to 
the company here assembled, for your talent 
for music and singing has been made evident, 
and is indeed quite remarkable." 

"I thank you for your good opinion of 
me," replied Alice, blushing and smiling in 
spite of herself ; "but," she continued, wishing 
to divert the conversation, "do you not play, 
Mr. Leslie?" 

"I am sorry to say I do not," replied Guy, 
" for it is owing quite to my own fault. When 
I was young every opportunity was put in my 
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way, but I neglected them all ; shirked prac- 
tising, made no progress, and when I went to 
Oxford, left it off altogether." 

After talking for a few minutes, Alice seeing 
her aunt watching her, and wishing to get rid 
of her companion, said — 

"Will you excuse me, Mr. Leslie, but I 
want to go and talk with a friend who is 
sitting all alone ? " 

" Oh, of course," replied Guy teasingly ; " if 
you wish to speak to your jfriends, Miss De 
Burgh, do not let me stand in your way" — 
this with a slight emphasis on " friends ; " but, 
he added softly, looking into Alice's face, 
" will you allow me to ask you just one question 
before you go ? " 

Alice felt more imcomfortable than ever ; and, 
with her eyes looking down on the carpet, she 
said, " I don't know, it depends upon what the 
question may be about." 

** Oh," said Guy, " it is only this ; I wanted 
to ask if I have offended you in any way, if I 
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have done anything to justify your marked 
change of manner towards me at dinner, and, 
again, now ? " 

There was a pause, and then Alice, rising, 
answered quickly, "No, Mr. Leslie, I did not 
know I was so very disagreeable at dinner," 
and, blushing deeply, she left Guy Leslie be- 
fore he had time to speak, and went to join 
her friend Lizzie Sinclair. 

The evening, however, soon passed away; 
and by degrees one after another of Mrs. 
Merton's guests took their leave from Merton 
Villa, and soon they had all departed and dis- 
persed to their own homes. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP. 

<* I ask thee for a thoughtful love, ' 
Through constant watching wise. 
To meet the glad with joyful smiles, 
And wipe the weeping eyes, 
And a heart at leisure from itself 
To soothe and sympathize." 

A. L. Waring. 

* Find out men's wants and will. 
And meet them there. All worldly joys go less 
To the one joy of doing kindnesses." 

Herbert. 



|H, Alice and Daisy ! " exclaimed Florrie 

J Westfield, running excitedly into the 

breakfast-room, about a week after the 

events related in the last chapter, where her 

cousins were amusing their little brother and 
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sister. " I have got such good news, to me at 
least," she added laughing. 

" I am glad to hear you say so, Florrie," said 
Daisy, " but you make me curious ; what is the 
news ? " 

" Oh, you must guess," replied Florrie ; " I 
will give you and Alice two chances each." 

"Oh, as for me I give up trying at once," 
replied Alice indifferently, " for I know I can't 
guess correctly." 

" But you must try," urged Florrie. 

" Well, you and Daisy are not going back to 
school next Thursday." 

"No," replied Florrie, "that is not right, I 
only wish it was." 

"Then perhaps you and Daisy are going to 
another dance," added Alice, making her last 
attempt, 

"Wrong again, Alice," replied her cousin, 
laughing ; " now, Daisy, it is your turn — ^what 
do you say ?" 

" I think I know," said Daisy brightly. " Is 
H 
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it not that you have heard good news about 
your brother Roderick, and that he is coming 
home sooner than you expected ? " 

" Right at last, well done, Daisy ! " exclaimed 
Florrie, " how clever of you to g^ess." 

" Well, I knew that to hear about a brother's 
return, after having been so long away, would 
be exceedingly good news, so I thought it must 
be some good account from Roderick that made 
you so pleased." 

"When did you hear from him, Florrie?" 
asked Alice. 

"Papa has just received a telegram from 
London, saying Roderick will most likely 
arrive at. home this evening at about seven 
o'clock. Oh ! I am so glad; fancy, I have never 
seen him for three years." And Florrie skipped 
about the room for joy. 

• "Yes," replied Daisy, "it is no wonder you 
are impatient to see him, for I am sure if little 
Ulry was away for any long journey, I should 
be crazy to see him again." 
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"Yes," said Florrie, " I wish I could hear the 
carriage wheels bringing him here this minute." 

But long and weary though the day seemed — 
for waiting made it appear longer than usual — 
the hours at last passed away as usual, and 
Florrie at length heard wheels approaching the 
house, and going to the door, she perceived a 
fly with luggage, and her brother's bright face, 
looking out of the window, and after spreading 
the alarm she rushed down the walk and was 
the first to welcome his return. 

Roderick Westfield, the squire's eldest son, 
was a tall youth of about eighteen years of age, 
very like his father in appearance, for he had 
the same erect carriage. He possessed such an 
easy pleasant manner that he seemed to make 
a brightness wherever he went, and appeared 
to be a great favourite with all the neighbour- 
hood, for the cottagers near his home, when 
they heard of his return hailed it with evident 
delight. 

The first evening, however, after his arrival, 
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was spent in trying to answer the many ques- 
tions which beset him on all sides ; for after his 
long absence every one wanted to know all 
about his travels, &c., &c., from the moment he 
left home. Then after he had partaken of a 
substantial meal, there was the excitement 
caused by unpacking the boxes to bring out the 
many presents which his love had made him 
purchase whilst abroad, as little souvenirs for 
those at home. 

Two splendid vases of fine China, with figures 
painted thereon, were intended for his mamma, 
whilst for the squire he had chosen a handsome 
bronze image. These, with two pretty pairs of 
gold earrings for Margaret and Florrie, formed 
the most expensive items, but after those had 
been disclosed to view, there were the many 
different little gifts for his younger brothers 
and sisters ; and Wilfred was delighted with a 
book of school exploits, whilst his little brother 
was equally pleased with a large paint-box 
which Roderick had chosen particularly knowing 
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how fond the little fellow was of painting 
and drawing, and how pleased he would be 
trying to copy the pretty foreign pictures 
he had brought for the children's amuse- 
ment. 

Then, again, Katie and Ida were called upon 
to receive two life-like dolls, with movable 
eyes, and long flaxen curls, which they carried 
off with great glee to their play-room, followed 
by their little cpusin May, for whom Roderick 
had discovered another smaller doll, for he had 
noticed the little girl's disappointed face when 
she saw all the little ones receiving gifts but 
herself. 

No one had been forgotten, for even baby 
was presented with a grand cart and horse, and 
Roderick offered his cousins different little 
things he had brought home. Besides the 
substantial presents there were quantities of 
various bon-bons ; and many of the old people 
living about his father's estate were delighted 
the following day by seeing the young squire 
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himself bring them some tokens of his thought 
for them even when far away. 

But at last, after all the novelties had been 
duly admired, and they had heard many in- 
teresting tales of his foreign tour, Roderick 
asked his friends to tell him some news about 
home. 

" Oh ! Roderick," exclaimed Florrie, " how I 
shall enjoy walking about all our old favourite 
places with you, but — " and she paused a 
moment, and then, changing her tone, said 
sadly, "I forgot, Daisy and I have to go to 
school again next Thursday." 

" Oh, dear ! " replied her brother laughing, 
'^ that will never do, I am sure papa and mamma 
will let you remain at home at least one more 
week ; won't you ? " he added, turning to them, 
"for you see I have only just returned home, 
and should not like Florrie to leave me quite 
so soon, and I want to see something of my 
cousin too." 

All the children supported Roderick in his 
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request, and Florrie begged so hard that it 
might be granted, that at last Mr. Westfield 
gave in to them and said — 

"Well, Miss Florrie, if your mamma does not 
object, I propose that you and your cousin be 
allowed to stay at home another week, before 
resuming those arduous school duties which I 
know you are so fond of." 

" Oh, you darling papa ! " exclaimed Florrie 
looking at him archly, " I am sure mamma will 
say yes." 

"Very well; I suppose I must consent xmder 
the circumstances," said Mrs. Westfield, "and 
I hope you will make up for this indulgence by 
working all the more industriously when you 
do return to Miss Clement's." 

" Oh, yes, mamma," replied Florrie, " you will 
hear such a good account of my progress that, 
at midsummer, you will feel inclined to give me 
another extra week's holiday, it will have done 
so much good this time." 

Everybody laughed at Florrie's prophecy? 
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but, as it was getting late, she and Daisy had 
to retire to bed, leaving all she had to say- 
to Roderick until the following morning. 

In many long walks did Florrie and Daisy 
accompany Roderick during the week, which 
passed only too quickly away to suit their 
fancy. Their chief occupation was skating, and 
very pleasant were the excursions which they 
planned — to go to the ponds and lakes in 
the neighbouring parks, take their luncheon 
with them in a basket, and return home when 
they felt inclined. 

Although Roderick tried to persuade his 
eldest sister to accompany them to the ice, all 
his persuasions were as a rule useless; for 
Margaret always refused on the plea that she 
had to attend to her Italian or French, or any 
other of those studies with which she loved to 
occupy so much of her time, 2ind these refusals 
always irritated her brother. 

At last one day he lost his temper com- 
pletely, for coming into the study he said — 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



TRUE FRIENDSHIP. 105 

" Oh, Maggie, would you mind mending me 
this hole in my glove at once, for it looks so 
ugly this way, and I want to go out ?" 

"Oh no, Roderick," replied his sister petu- 
lantly, " I can't do it now, for I wish particu- 
larly to conquer some difficulties in this Grer- 
man translation; so don't interrupt me, but 
go and ask Florrie or some one else to do 
what you want." 

"She is not at home," replied Roderick, 
**but never mind, it is evidently no good ask- 
ing you to do anything, you are fully occupied 
in pampering yourself. For my part, I am sure. 
Miss Maggie, it would be better if you thought 
more of other people's comfort occasionally, 
like Alice for instance, or Florrie ; they are 
always ready to do a kind action. I will go 
now to my cousin, and ask her to do for me 
what my own sister will not." 

And slamming. the door, Roderick left Mar- 
garet to herself. 

"Well done," exclaimed Margaret angrily, 
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as soon as her brother had gone, " there never 
used to be such a fiiss and trouble about 
everything before those horrid cousins came 
intruding here. Miss Alice, indeed; she! al- 
ways does seem to make herself well-spoken 
of— although, for my part, I don't see 
how she manages it, for she is neither beauti- 
ful nor clever. But never mind," Margaret 
meditated, " I won't have her with me in 
London." 

Margaret had yet to learn that the first 
object of interest to her ought to be her 
home duties ; and that learning, although well 
enough in itself, and when God has given the 
talents it is right to make use of them, still it 
was not right to make learning her only 
aim in life, and it was more wrong still to put 
it forward as a reason for neglecting to study 
and practise all that is needed to make those 
around her happy, so that in the future she 
might know how to do those many little services 
and occupations which make a home look bright 
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and happy, and which none but a woman's 
hand can rightly perform. 

If Margaret had wisely laid down her pen 
when her brother entered the room, and had 
done what he wanted, how much happier she 
would have been, instead of feeling as she 
did, vexed with herself and Roderick and all 
around her. 

Alice De Burgh also had changed visibly in 
manner since her visit to Merton Villa, she 
was not like the same girl as before; for 
now, instead of being the foremost in all 
youthful pleasures, she was so quiet and dull, 
not caring to go to the ice or enter into 
any of her old pursuits, that even Daisy 
noticed it and felt quite miserable about her, 
and begged her sister over and over again to 
say if she felt unwell — she looked so thin and ill. 

And Alice's chief comfort was having her 
sister to talk to her, and she felt perfectly un- 
happy when the day at last drew nigh when 
Daisy and Florrie had to return to London. 
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But the departure had to be ; and Alice had 
to return to the Hall without her sister, on 
that morning when she went to the station with 
Roderick and Mr. Westfield to see the two 
girls start with them, for the two gentlemen 
were going to see them safely back to school. 

Then it was that Alice missed her sister, 
indeed; she had always been such a com- 
panion to her, and had always been ready to 
enter into her plans and schemes in a way 
not to be expected from any other girlish 
friend, nice and pleasant though she might be. 

In the afternoon, after seeing her sister off 
to London in the train, Alice was sitting alone, 
hardly knowing what to settle to do, when 
little May knocked at the room door. 

Upon Alice opening the door and admit- 
ting her sister. May said, "Oh, Alice, would 
you like me to stay with you ? Daisy told me 
I was to be your little companion until sum- 
mer, when she will come back again." 

" Yes, darling," replied Alice, the tears run- 
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ning down her cheeks, for her little sister's 
entrance upon the solitude seemed like a ray 
of comfort. 

** Don't cry, AUie," said May, putting her 
little arms round her sister's neck, and begin- 
ning also to cry for comJ)any, ** if you don't 
want me," she added, " I will go away." 

"No, dear," replied Alice, drying her tears, 
" we must not cry ; what would you like to do, 
pet, would you like to take a walk with me ? " 

"You and me alone?" asked May, her little 
face brightening at the idea. 

" Yes, darling, I think I will go and see 
EUinor Sinclair, wotdd you like to come ?" 

" Oh yes," said May, to whom the idea of 
being her eldest sister's sole companion when 
she went to pay a visit was something in her 
opinion quite new and gfrand. 

So Alice sent her little sister to get dressed 
to go out ; and putting on her own little seal- 
skin hat and warm jacket, she set forth on 
her walk leading May by the hand. 
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However, it happened that when they reached 
Kinghurst Lodge, Ellinor and Lizzie Sinclair 
were out, and Alice was just leaving the door, 
after telling the servant to give them her love, 
when Mrs. Sinclair herself came out to them, 
and said — 

"Come in, Alice dear; I was just passing 
through the end of the hall, when I caught 
the sound of your voice. Ellinor and Lizzie 
are both out, but I don't think it will be long 
before they return, and if you will come in 
and sit with me a while I shall be so glad." 

" Oh thank you, Mrs. Sinclair," replied Alice, 
"if I shall not be a trouble to you I shall be 
very happy." 

And soon Alice found herself chatting to 
her kind friend, who, after sending little May 
with a servant to the store-room to find "the 
largest apple," she and Alice were left quietly 
alone by the fire. 

" Well, so Daisy has left you. It is the first 
time you have ever been separated, is it not ?" 
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"Yes," replied Alice, "and I do feel so lost 
at first without her; but I suppose I must 
look forward to the next holidays, when she 
will again come back." 

"Yes, but in the meantime you must re- 
member whenever you are lonely you must 
come and see me and the girls, for Lizzie and 
Ellinor are always as pleased as I am when 
they see you ; for, Alice dear, as your mamma's 
friend, I feel an especial interest in you, and 
would be glad if you would make me your 
friend on all occasions, whether when you are 
sad or gay." 

"Thank you, Mrs. Sinclair," said Alice 
quietly. 

There was a pause, and then Mrs. Sinclair 
added, taking Alice's hand into her own — "I 
don't know if I am right in my surmises, but 
I think, dear, that there is something annoying 
you at present, which has caused you to lose 
your bright happy young face, for I have 
noticed lately that you are looking both sad 
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,and pale. Now, dear, if I can help you in any 
difficulty that is troubling you, and spoiling 
both your health and life, tell me, for with 
me all you will say will be kept in confidence ; 
and as I told you before, I want to be a true 
friend to you, my dear girl, for your poor 
mother's sake." 

Mrs. Sinclair's kind words touched Alice's 
heart, and she poured into her friend's ears the 
tale of her disappointment in the pleasures she 
had enjoyed, and how unhappy she had been 
ever since she had accidentally overheard her 
cousin talking to Mary Roster in the grounds at 
Merton Villa about herself and Guy Leslie. 

Very kindly did the good lady listen to 
Alice's account, and then she sympathized with 
the young girl, talking to her quietly and 
pointing out where she thought she had acted 
wrongly. 

" Perhaps you will be surprised, Alice dear," 
she said, "when I tell you I think you have 
thoughtlessly been to blame. In the first place 
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have you not been tempted to think more about 
worldly pleasures and their consequences than 
is right? During the short time of these 
Christmas gaieties, the first time you have ever 
shared in them, have you not been inclined to 
be too much enamoured with their enjoyment r 
In consequence of this, have you not been led 
to forget those higher occupations, and per- 
haps have not been so particular to read your 
Bible, and think of serious subjects, as for- 
merly ? 

" Now, Alice, I am not against young people 
enjoying themselves at parties, &c., but I always 
like them to learn to do so with moderation ; 
and I am sure if you had been thinking the 
most of trying to lead a Christian life, all you 
heard §aid against you would not have made 
you so unhappy, for you would have been trying 
to act in the way which Christ tells you, by 
forgiving your enemies, instead of fostering your 
anger against them, and in so doing making 
yourself miserable." 

I 
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Here Mrs. Sinclair paused, and Alice ex- 
claimed — 

"Oh, Mrs. Sinclair! I see now how wrong I 
have been, and I have not cared to look at my 
text-book, or read my Bible lately with half as 
much pleasure as I used to do. But now I will 
really try and act as you say." 

"Yes, dear," replied Mrs. Sinclair, "I may 
have spoken to you too severely, but I spoke in 
love towards you ; and although it may seem 
difficult to you at first to forgive your cousin, I 
think if you ask God to help you always to do 
that which is right, you will soon find it eaisier, 
and will be sure to feel happier." 

" Now, dear," she continued, " shall we go and 
see what May is doing ? " 

Mrs. Sinclair and Alice then went in ;5earch 
of May, after which, when they had found her, 
as EUinor and Lizzie had not yet returned, Alice 
and May took leave of their friend and set out 
on their way home. 

Little May prattled to her sister about what 
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she had been doing, but beyond an occeisional 
"yes," or "no," Alice did not heed her com- 
panion, for she was thinking of what her kind 
friend had said to her, and it was with a much 
happier face that she returned to Merrion Hall 
than when she left it ; for she had received the 
advice and comfort she had needed to make her 
once more happy and peaceful ; and when she 
went to her room, she knelt down and thanked 
God for sending her to such a true friend, and 
asked him to help her to keep the resolve she 
had made. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS. 

" A pretty blue-eyed laughing flower 
Grew wildly near a myrtle bower, 
Where many roses graced the spot, 
Who envied the forget-me-not. 

" ' Oh, simple flower ! ' the roses cried, 
' You boast a power to us denied ; 
You speak the language of the heart, 
Whilst fragrance only we impart.* '* 

||S Mrs. Sinclair had said, Alice found it 
no easy matter not to indulge in any 
evil feelings against Margaret West- 
field, for her cousin in all points continued to 
show Alice how much she disliked her living at 
the Hall, and she did everything she could 
think of to make her cousin feel miserable. 
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But Alice had determined to try and not 
notice Margaret's unkindness, and not to let 
herself lose her temper ; and although her old 
feelings of revenge and anger often returned; 
still she had asked help from Him who is always 
willing to give it to them that need assistance, 
and as a rule Alice gained the victory over her 
passions. 

As the winter passed away, the parties grew 
fewer and fewer in number, and by degrees the 
people living in the country began to drop 
again into the quiet routine of their lives. 

But when the month of April came, there was 
again a break in this monotony ; for all the in- 
habitants of the Hall were busy, arranging and 
talking about a grand fancy-dress ball, which 
the Squire intended to give at the end of the 
month, in honour of his eldest son's return, 
before they went to London for the season. 

It had been Roderick's suggestion to have a 
fancy-dress ball, for he had heard and seen so 
much about them, whilst abroad, that he was 
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quite full of the sensation which such an 
unusual event would create in that part of the 
country. 

And a great stir did arise in the usually quiet 
country, when the invitations were sent to the 
neighbouring friends, and everybody was busy 
talking about the ball, and trying to decide 
which costumes would be the most suitable for 
them to appear in. 

Margaret Westfield, even, had to put away 
her favourite studies for the time, to be ready to 
talk with her many friends, who called to chat 
over the coming event with her. 

Alice, also, had to arouse herself and enter 
into the subject with Roderick, who was con- 
stantly coming to her with pictures of fancy 
costumes, asking her to tell him which she 
thought would suit him the best. 

But she herself was quite at a loss to know 
which character she should represent, for al- 
though her uncle had promised to make her 
a present of her costunjie, still she could not 
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obtain any help upon the choice of it, either 
from her aunt or cousin ; the former telling her 
to choose whatever she liked, and the latter not 
troubling herself to talk much upon the subject 
to her cousin at all. 

But at last, with the help^ of the Sinclairs, 
who had a book of plates of costumes intended 
for a fancy ball, she at last decided to dress as 
Shakespeare's Juliet. This style of costume 
gave promise of looking very pretty and yet 
simple, and it was just suited for her fair 
skin. The dress was to be composed of rich 
white satin, and gracefully falling lace edged 
with gold. To suit this style of costume, Alice 
would have to wear her hair hanging loosely, 
intermingled with pearls, and as Alice pos- 
sessed some most valuable ones which had 
formerly belonged to her mother, this could be 
easily managed. 

Then Ellinor and Lizzie Sinclair had to 
choose their costumes, and Ellinor finally de- 
cided upon going as "Moonlight." This cos- 
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tume was exceedingly tasty and pretty. First 
there was to be a blue satin petticoat dotted 
over with stars ; then over the skirt a silver 
tunic was to be worn; and on the head, to 
make the dress perfect, there would be placed 
a coronet, with a long veil depending from it. 

"Well," said Lizzie, when both Alice and 
Ellinor were satisfied with these selections, 
" I don't know what to do, for I would like 
to be dressed much in the same style of cos- 
tume as Ellinor." 

After looking again through the plates, and 
not seeing one which quite pleased Lizzie's 
fancy, Mrs. Sinclair proposed that her daughter 
should dress as " Morning." 

"Oh, mamma, that will do capitally; it will 
be so nice for both of us to be so near 
alike in our choice. Alice will be * Juliet;' 
Ellinor, * Moonlight;' and I shall be * Morn- 
ing.' " 

But the difl&culty then arose as how to dress 
n the character of " Morning," for they could 
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not find any information upon that costume. 
However, with Mrs. Sinclair's help, the three 
girls decided that the dress was to be made 
of white tulle covered with golden stars, and 
that Lizzie, like Alice, was to wear her hair 
that evening hanging in its own rippling 
waves to the waist. 

The orders for most of the costumes were 
sent to London, and great excitement pre- 
vailed on the day when they arrived. 

But there was greater stir at the Hall when 
the day at last drew nigh, on which the ball 
was to take place. Everybody seemed busy, 
and in each other's way, for the arrangements 
were to be on a large scale ; men were at 
work preparing for the ball many days be- 
fore, so that all might be in order upon the 
appointed night. 

Upon the day of the ball, Alice, after list- 
lessly walking from one room to another, 
without feeling as if she could do anything, 
at last decided to take a short walk to refresh 
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herself for the duties of the evening, for she 
felt quite tired of the bustle which was going 
on in the house. 

Very cooling and quiet it seemed out of 
doors ; and from at first intending only to walk 
around the garden, Alice enjoyed the air so 
much, that she decided to go back for the 
children to see if she could take them out of 
Nurse's care whilst she was so busy, and to 
take them to some fields which belonged to 
the Hall. 

Nurse was quite pleased that the children 
should have a walk, for she also was employed 
putting the finishing touches to Alice's costume 
for the evening. 

When they got to the fields, Alice wandered 
about watching Ulry and May playing with 
their little cousins, who had begged her to 
take them also; but by degrees she got lost 
in thought, for she was wondering whether 
Guy Leslie would be at the ball that evening. 
She knew all the friends of the family were 
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invited, and so, of course, the Mertons would 
be there; still she did not know whether Guy 
Leslie was coming or not, for he had told her 
when she saw him last, at his Mend's house, 
that he was going to London for some months, 
and that he would then come back again for 
a few weeks to see the Mertons before re- 
turning to his own home in Scotland. 

But Alice did not know whether he had re- 
turned or not, and although she could have 
obtained all the information she desired from 
Margaret Westfield, still she did not like 
speaking of Guy Leslie to her cousin, and she 
knew that even if she did ask her if he was 
coming to the ball, most likely she would not 
receive any definite reply. 

However, Alice determined she would be 
on her guard, and would talk agreeably to 
him if he was there, but would not let him 
think she liked him too well, for, since she 
had seen him last, Alice had thought over her 
conduct well, and after so thinking, she felt 
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that although she had liked Guy Leslie, still 
it had only been a liking, and that she did 
not really love him ; therefore she resolved nojt 
to act in any way that might let Guy think 
she did, for fear it should lead both herself and 
him to unhappiness. 

But it was getting late, and Alice had to 
call the children and return to the Hall, smd 
they had nearly reached home when, as they 
were turning the corner of their own lane, 
Alice espied Kenneth Ross leaving the hall 
gates. 

She knew he would be at the ball, and 
— almost unacknowledged by herself — there 
inwardly arose a feeling of pleasure at the 
thought of meeting him. Alice had not yet 
discovered that she was on the dangerous 
brink of ** falling in love," for she had begfun 
lately to admire him more than before ; and 
when amongst the cottagers on different occa- 
sions, she constantly heard a great deal said 
in his favour. 
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For Kenneth Ross, although he did not 
make much show, yet he was doing, in a 
quiet way, much good work, and during the 
time he had lived at Kinghurst Lodge he had 
tried to show many of the poorer people what 
God's love means, and often on a Sunday did 
he spend his evening visiting and talking to 
the cottagers. 

But in a much shorter time than it has 
taken to write about Kenneth Ross, he, having 
quickened his steps as soon as he perceived 
Alice, had got up to her. 

** Good afternoon. Miss De Burgh," he said, 
shaking hands with her and speaking kindly to 
the children, " I have just left a little note for 
you from my cousin Ellinor." 

" Oh, thank you, Mr. Ross," replied Alice, 
"do you know if EUinor is waiting for an 
answer ? " 

" No, I think not : she would have come to see 
you herself without writing, but she and Lizzie 
are so busy preparing for the ball to-night." 
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" Yes," replied Alice — " I just came out for a 
little to make a change, for I feel as if I could 
not do anything to-day." 

"It will be a very grand affair to-night, no 
doubt. I expect to see some very pretty cos- 
tumes. I believe you and my cousins chose 
your characters together, did you not ? " 

" Yes — ^have you seen the costmnes before ? " 

"No; but I think they will be very pretty, 
and yet simple, from what I hear." 

"I hope so," replied Alice: "but how are 
you to be dressed ? " she asked. 

" Ah, that I won't tell you," replied Kenneth, 
and there lurked a merry twinkle in his eyes ; 
" you will have to see if you can recognise me 
this evening amongst so many." 

Alice laughed; but seeing the children had 
grown impatient and had left her to run on to 
the Hall, she told Kenneth she must not stay 
any longer. 

"Well, good-bye for the present. Miss De 
Burgh," he said ; " we shall meet again soon. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE LANGUAGE OF FLOWERS. 127 

when I hope you will — ^forget me not* amongst 
the number of guests." 

Alice blushed but did not reply, although she 
kept wondering in her own mind, as she walked 
up the drive leading to the Hall, what made 
Kenneth say those last words so expressively. 

As Alice entered the house she perceived a 
note lying on the hall-table, to which was tied 
a little box. 

The servant told her that Mr. Ross had just 
brought it for her, and she knew it must be 
the one which Ellinor Sinclair had sent, and 
taking both box arid letter to her own room, 
Alice sat down by the window quietly to 
examine them. 

The note did not contain much news, and 
Alice was almost wondering what had made 
Ellinor write it when she came across the fol- 
lowing lines — 

"Upon opening the little box you will find 
some forget-me-nots. They are sent to you 
from Kenneth, who wishes me to say he hopes 
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you will understand what he intends them to 
imply." 

Then Alice remembered Kenneth's own words 
to her and understood what he meant, and 
taking the forget-me-nots gently out of the 
little card-box in which they were laid, she put 
them carefully into water, so that they might 
keep fresh, as she intended to wear them in her 
dress at the ball that evening. 
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THE FANCY BALL. 

" Would ye have a home of gladness, 
Wherein Care shall lightly tread, 
Peace be found a constant inmate, 

Richest blessings round you shed, 
Seek that peerless gem, affection — 
Love, before you wed." 

DT length all the arrangements for the 
ball at Merrion Hall were completed, 
and nothing remained to be done but to 
go and dress for the coming enjoyment. 

Very happy and light-hearted Alice De 
Burgh felt, as, under Nurse's superintendence, 
she attired herself in her imaccustomed gran- 
deurs, laughing and chatting pleasantly mean- 
while with Nurse and Ulry and May, who had 

K 
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begged so hard to be allowed to watch their 
sister " put on that grand s^tin dress." 

And very becoming to Alice was this satin 
robe, for she looked unusually fair that evening, 
which fairness was enhanced when she let her 
beautiful dark hair fall freely down her back, 
only kept in restraint by the lovely pearls 
which Nurse dexterously twisted in and out 
amongst her young mistress's tresses. 

As Alice looked upon these pearls, her face 
resumed a more thoughtful expression ; for she 
remembered so well when her mamma had first 
shown them to her, telling her she had worn 
them on her wedding-day, with the complete 
set of brooch, earrings, and necklet which her 
husband had given her as a present at that 
time. 

All these ornaments Alice wore ; they looked 
very pure and lovely on the white dress, and 
she herself very sweet and pretty in her youthful 
happiness. 

Nor were the forget-me-nots forgotten, which 
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Kenneth Ross had sent Alice, for, the last thing 
before she descended to the drawing-room, she 
took them out of the water, where they had 
kept as fresh as when they had first come, and 
placed them gently with the brooch in the front 
of her dress. 

Then, kissing both her little brother and 
sister, Alice left them going to bed, whilst she 
was only going to enter upon the most exciting 
event of the day. 

Shortly after the time appointed the guests 
began to arrive, and a pretty sight the large 
rooms set apart for dancing presented, when the 
visitors proceeded to them, as the display of 
handsome and costly costumes increased. 

Alice, however, was watching for the Mortons 
and Sinclairs to arrive, for with the former she 
wanted to see if Guy Leslie came, and with the 
latter she wished to recognise Kenneth Ross. 

The Sinclairs came first, and EUinor and 
Lizzie looked exceedingly nice in their costumes 
of " Morning " and " Moonlight ; " and with them 
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was Kenneth, dressed in the character of Shake- 
speare's Romeo. 

This was as great a surprise to Alice as 
Kenneth had intended it should be, for when he 
had heard iErom his cousins what character Alice 
had chosen, he had at once decided to go to 
the ball as Romeo. And it was not long before 
this happy couple, in the garbs of Romeo and 
Juliet, were dancing together. 

" Oh, I must thank you, Mr. Ross," said Alice, 
" for these beautiful flowers." 

** I am glad you like them. Miss De Burgh," 
replied Kenneth, " and I feel quite flattered to 
see you consider them worthy to be worn this 
evening." 

"The violet is almost my favourite flower," 
and Alice, as she spoke, looked fondly doT\Ti at 
the forget-me-nots. 

However, just as she was doing so, she was 
startled by hearing Guy Leslie's voice — ^he was 
talking to a young lady whom he had on his 
arm— and raising her eyes, she perceived him 
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looking very handsome in the dress of a cavalier 
of the time of Charles II- 

As soon as Guy saw he was recognised, he 
came forward and asked Alice if she was dis- 
engaged for the following dance. . 

"No, I am not, Mr. Leslie," replied Alice, 
blushing as she spoke. 

Upon hearing this Guy looked disappointed, 
but recovering himself said — 

"I am so sorry, but I hope I am not too 
late to be able to have the pleasure of dancing 
with you at any rate once this evening, Miss De 
Burgh?" 

"My programme is very nearly filled up," 
replied Alice, "but I can spare you No. 14 
Valse, if that will do." 

"Thank you very much," said Guy. "I am 
disappointed I cannot have the honour of a 
dance with you sooner, but I suppose I must 
have patience, for it is better late than never." 
Then bowing to Alice he went with his partner 
to dance. 
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How Alice did enjoy herself before No. 14 
Valse, none but herself could know. She 
danced every dance, either with Roderick West- 
field — ^who looked very becoming in his cos- 
tume of a page in the reign of Queen Anne — or 
with one of the many others to whom she had 
been introduced, chiefly by him. 

Every one seemed to be enjoying themselves 
to their heart's content, and Alice thought she 
had never seen her eldest cousin Margaret look 
so bright and happy as she did that evening, 
especially when dancing with a tall, stylish- 
looking gentleman, whom Roderick informed 
her was a Mr. S3rmmington, from London. 

However, Guy Leslie had not forgotten the 
dance Alice had promised him, and, true to the 
appointment, as soon as they had finished danc- 
ing No. 13 Lancers, he came up to her, saying — 

** I believe the next is our dance, Miss De 
Burgh— is it not?" 

" Oh yes," replied Alice, and leaving her last 
partner she walked away with Guy Leslie. 
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" Very gay scene to-night, Miss De Burgh," 
he said. 

"Yes, very — to me particularly so," said 
Alice, ** for I never saw a fancy ball before." 

" Ah, then it will be both new and delight- 
ful to you; and I must compliment you upon 
your good taste in choosing such a costume, 
— it suits you admirably. For myself, I have 
both seen and been present at several in 
London." 

Alice's only answer to Guy's compliment 
was to blush rosy-red; she was glad to hear 
the musicians commence to play the ever- 
delightful "Blue Danube" Waltz, for it put a 
stop to further conversation just then, as she 
and Guy were soon amidst the throng of 
dancers. But, after taking one or two turns, 
they again paused to rest. 

" It is very warm. Miss De Burgh — is it not ? " 
asked Gruy. 

" Yes, very," replied Alice, laughing. " I feel 
as if I could not get cool." 
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"If you will come with me into the con- 
servatory, I think the sight of the flowers would 
refresh us ; will you ? " asked Guy, seeing Alice 
hesitate. 

" Very well," replied Alice. 

Now the conservatory ran out from the end of 
the large dining-room where they had been 
dancing, and Alice on the moment consented; 
but how she bitterly repented afterwards leav- 
ing the dancing-room with Guy. 

When they entered the conservatory, there 
were two or three other couples walking about 
and talking, but they all returned to the ball- 
room soon after Guy and Alice entered, and 
they were then left for a few moments alone. 

As they were walking about and looking at 
the many choice and lovely flowers with which 
the conservatory was filled, Alice was startled 
by her companion, who suddenly exclaimed — 

" Miss De Burgh, excuse my abruptness, but I 
may not have so good an opportunity again, so 
I take advantage of this one to ask a question 
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of you, upon which depends my future weal or 
woe." 

Oh, how Alice's heart beat within her, and 
how she longed for some one to interrupt this 
solitude, but Guy did not wait for her to reply> 
but continued — 

" Miss De Burgh, I am sure I need hardly 
tell you that I love you, and how I long to 
make you my wife, for I hope you have guessed 
my feelings towards you ere this." 

At these words Alice grew redder and redder, 
and she replied in a trembling voice — 

" Mr. Leslie, I am sorry to think you have 
thought of me in any way diflferent from a 
friend, for I could never be your wife." 

"Oh, Miss De Burgh — ^Alice, dear Alice," said 
Guy, calling Alice by her Christian name in his 
earnestness, "think before you say those cruel 
words. Can you not love me ? I will do all I 
can to make you happy, for I am wealthy and 
can keep you in every comfort. Say only that 
you love me." 
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Poor Alice felt the climax had come at last, 
and bursting into tears she replied, " Mr. Leslie, 
I hope I have not in any way led you to think 
I cared for you in such a manner — oh ! if I have, 
I am so grieved to think of it." 

"No, no, Alice, don't be grieved," replied 
Guy, " for if you would just tell me what makes 
you say you can never be my wife, I can perhaps 
clear away the difficulties." 

" Oh no, Mr. Leslie," said Alice, trying to 
compose herself, "I do not wish to hurt your 
feelings ; but to tell you the real truth, why I 
say I could never marry you, is because I do not 
love you ; and to marry where no love exists, is 
sure to bring misery." 

" But I would wait, if only you could give me 
a gleam of hope." 

" No," replied Alice, " pray do not speak again 
to me upon this subject, it is too serious to be 
trifled with, and although I should like to be to 
you as a friend just as before this unhappy con- 
versation, still I know I should not be suited 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE FANCY BALL. 139 

to become your wife, for more reasons than the 
one that I am only a portionless gfirl." 

" I know now what has made you act thus 
towards me," exclaimed Gruy Leslie suddenly. 
" My place is supplanted in your heart ; I might 
have known it when I saw you looking so 
lovingly at those simple flowers, the gift, I sup- 
pose, of a certain friend of mine." 

Alice was just going to make a retort, when 
Margaret Westfield with Mr. Symmington 
entered the conservatory ; this ended all further 
conversation, and she only whispered softly yet 
distinctly, " Mr. Leslie, let this conversation be 
forgotten, and let us remain simply fiiends, as in 
other days." 

"Never can I forget what has passed," re- 
plied Guy bitterly; "but. Miss De Burgh," he 
continued, " allow me to escort you back to the 
ball-room, for I was foolish to show my feelings 
to you before I was sure they were returned." 

Then Guy Leslie and Alice returned to the 
dancing-room, which they had both left such a 
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short time before in such bright spirits. All 
was going on the same, but they did not feel 
the same, and Alice would have liked to quit 
the gay scane for the solitude of her own 
room. 

However, she could not do this without giving 
some reason to her aunt, and thus attracting 
attention to herself, which she most wanted to 
avoid ; and as she entered the room, Kenneth 
Ross came forward to lead her away to dance, 
and so she had to try and hide her sor- 
rowful and unhappy feelings. 
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CHAPTER XL 



NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 

" Quick steps and eager looks have 'thronged 

llie platform where we part — 
More anxious are the thoughts that throng 

My own poor aching heart ; 
The farewell 's sad, and hands are clasped — 

Tis hard to break the hold. 
And think that ere I come again 

They may be stiff and cold." 

J HE ball at Merrion Hall, however, came 
to an end in due time, like everjrthing 
else in this world, and it had evidently 
been a success in every sense, for all the guests 
went away perfectly satisfied and happy, talking 
about its manifold pleasures. 

When I say all the guests were content, I 
mean all with the exception of Guy Leslie, 
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for he certainly did not look very pleased, 
and his friends, the Mertons, could not 
make out what was the cause of his gloomy 
silence. 

Alice also, as soon as all the company had 
departed, said good-night to her uncle and aunt, 
and retired to her own room, where Nurse had 
been waiting by the fire in a state of semi-sleep, 
until her young lady came to her, when she 
bestirred herself, and was soon busy helping 
Alice to take oflF her costume, and, whilst brush- 
ing the long silky hair, listening to an account 
of the ball. Then, knowing Alice would be 
tired, she left her to go to sleep. 

However, although Alice was tired, it was 
a long time before she fell asleep, for her 
mind was too busy thinking over what had 
passed, and wondering how she would again 
meet Guy Leslie. 

At last, tired out of thinking and weeping, 
Alice fell into an uneasy doze, out of which she 
did not awake until a late hour in the morning. 
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when she hastily arose, fearing she would be 
late for breakfast. 

But Alice need not have been afraid, for she 
was not the only one who had overslept herself 
after the exertions of the night before, and 
when she descended to the breakfast- room she 
found it unoccupied. 

Presently Margaret Westfield made her first 
appearance, and, to Alice's surprise, she still 
looked as bright and as happy as she had 
done at the ball, and, quite unusual for her, 
was very chatty and agreeable to her cousin. 

"Grood morning, Alice," she said: "how do 
you feel after last night's fatiguing pleasures ?" 

" Oh, very tired," replied Alice : " how do 
you ?" 

"Well, I feel also very tired naturally, but 
I cannot listen to the voice of fatigue at pre- 
sent, for," she added, " we have a great deal to 
prepare, so that all may be ready for mamma, 
papa, and myself, to start for London next 
Monday." 
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" Next Monday !" exclaimed Alice ; " oh, how- 
soon ! I had no idea you were going to leave 
the Hall in such a short time." 

"No, nor did we intend to do so, but I 
wish to go and enjoy this season thoroughly; 
and when we come back again, I expect we 
will have another very grand affair at home." 

" Why ?" asked Alice, astonished. 

"Why!" repeated Margaret. "You foolish 
girl, do you not know I am to be married 
when we again return to the Hall ?" 

" Indeed I did not know, Margaret." 

"Well, perhaps I was too hasty," said Mar- 
garet. "I forgot you went to bed so soon 
after the ball last night, that you would not 
hear of my engagement with Mr. Symming- 
ton." 

"Oh, I suppose that was Mr. Symmington 
with whom I saw you so often last night; he 
looks very kind and handsome." 

"Yes," replied Margaret proudly. "I love 
him sincerely." 
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Alice could not help comparing her cousin's 
animated manner now to what it had been 
beforfe the previous evening ; and she wondered 
what could be the cause of her unusual wil- 
lingness to tell her of her joy, she so seldom 
took the trouble to explain an3rthing. Could it 
be to raise jealousy in Alice's heart ? 

After a pause, Margaret turned to Alice 
abruptly, and said, — "I half expected to hear 
of an engagement between yourself and Guy 
Leslie, Alice, for you seemed to be talking 
very earnestly together when I saw you alone 
in the conservatory." 

Alice felt inclined to give a sharp retort to 
this speech, in which Margaret displayed a 
touch of her old sneering manner, but she kept 
her temper in check, and coolly replied — 

"Did you think so, Margaret? There is no 
engagement whatever between Guy Leslie and 
myself." 

At this moment another member of the 
family coming into the room, and the rest soon 

L 
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following, they sat down to breakfast, at which 
they were soon talking about the visit to Lon - 
don, and arranging about the welfare of the 
rest of the children. 

However, it was finally decided that whilst 
Mr. and Mrs. Westfield, with Margaret, were 
in London, Roderick was to take another 
short tour on the Continent with his tutor; 
and Alice, with her little brother and sister, 
and the remainder of their cousins, were to go 
on a visit to the sea-side with the governess. 

At first, Alice felt vexed at the idea of 
going with the children, instead of going to 
London as well as Margaret ; but after think- 
ing it over, she began to like the idea of being 
quiet, and enjoying the pleasures of the sea- 
side without any of the trouble or annoyance 
so often caused by her cousin's company. 

As Mrs. Westfield was going to London the 
following Monday, and she wished the children 
to leave the Hall before she started, it was 
arranged that Miss Claremont should go away 
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with her charges on the Saturday to a place 
where they had often stayed before, and Mrs. 
Westfield at once wrote to tell Mrs. Wilton, 
at whose house they alwa3rs dwelt whilst there, 
to let her know they were coming: and the 
day before they were to start, she received a 
letter in reply, saying all arrangements would 
be ready for the arrivals on Saturday. 

But that day Alice had another cause for 
trouble. She was busy helping to pack in her 
own room, when she heard Nurse enter, and 
looking up, she saw her faithful friend with her 
face wet with recent tears. 

** Oh, Miss Alice," Nurse exclaimed, " it has 
come at last ! I expected as much." 

" Nurse," replied Alice, " what is the matter ? 
What has happened ? Are the children ill ?" 

"No, Miss Alice, I am glad to say the 
darlings are quite well ; but have you not heard 
the news ? " 

"No, Nursie," said Alice; "tell me what it 
is." 
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"Why, miss, your aunt has just told me I 
am not to go with you to the sea-side, but am 
to leave the Hall to-day for good." 

"Oh, Nurse, there must be some mistake; 
perhaps it is only arranged that you are to 
remain at the Hall until we return, or even 
go for a holiday by yourself whilst we are 
away." 

" No, no, Miss Alice ; if that was all I should 
not mind so much parting with you for a short 
time. But there's no mistake; for Mrs. West- 
field came to me, and told me in her own 
grand way, as how she thought Master Ulry 
and Miss May were old enough not to require 
my assistance any longer; and that their 
young cousins' nurses could do anything for 
them that was needed. I did tell her if she 
would only let me stay at the Hall, I would 
not interfere with any arrangements she made 
for them, but would stay quietly apart ; only I 
would know I was near the dears if they ever 
wanted me. Old enough," Nurse repeated. 
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bursting afresh into tears, "the very idea. 
Why, if they were grown up, I should never 
consider them old enough to leave my dear 
dead mistress's children of my own will." 

**0h. Nurse, you shall not leave us," ex- 
claimed Alice, throwing her arms round the 
faithful old servant's neck, "you shan't go," 
and pressing a kiss on her forehead, she left 
Nurse suddenly, and ran out of the room in 
search of her aunt. 

Mrs. Westfield was busily occupied with her 
accounts in the library, and did not look very 
pleased when Alice knocked at the door with 
her knuckles, and entered the room without 
further ceremony. 

" Well, Alice," exclaimed her aunt, " what is 
wrong — ^you look quite scared ?" 

"Aunt," said Alice, "I came to ask 3rou if 
Nurse has not made some mistake when she 
said you told her she was to leave the Hall 
to-day, not to return ? " 

"No, Alice," said Mrs. Westfield, "she is 
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quite correct. I did tell Nurse to prepare to 
leave the Hall to-day.*' 

"Aunt," exclaimed Alice, "why are you 
sending dear Nurse away ? I am sure she has 
never interfered with any one but those whom 
she came here to attend upon." 

"No, I am quite sure she is a most excel- 
lent person ; and if she wishes for a character 
to obtain another situation," added Mrs. West- 
field, "I shall be quite willing to give her a 
good one." 

"Oh, Nurse is too old to go amongst 
strangers. Aunt," said Alice; "do let her re- 
main here." 

" Alice, don't be so foolish : I am the one to 
arrange the household affairs, not you; and 
I feel it my duty not to allow your nurse to 
remain here any longer, for Ulric is now nearly 
twelve years of age, and May is nine, so I am 
sure they are quite oM enough to be able to 
do with the assistance of one of my maids 
occasionally, without having a nurse to them- 
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selves. Ulric is getting completely spoilt, and 
your uncle is thinking of sending him to a 
good boarding-school with Georgie, as soon as 
he returns from Weston-super-Mare." 

"Ulry going to leave me, too? Oh, Aunt!" 
exclaimed Alice, "I can't let him go to a 
school; he is too delicate to combat with any 
rough boys." 

" Nonsense, Alice ; delicate — fiddle-de-dee. 
Ulric is only babyish, and to go to a large 
school will be the best thing for him. But my 
dear girl, you must leave me now," said her 
aunt, " for I am busy, and I dare say you will 
like to be with your old friend before she goes.** 

So Alice had to leave the library without 
obtaining the answer she wished, and only 
feeling more miserable about Ulry. 

When she went to her own room again, she 
found Nurse packing for her what she herself 
had been doing. 

" Oh, Nurse 1 " she exclaimed, " Aunt won't 
listen to anything I say." 
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"Why, child, surely you have not been to 
ask her to let me stay ? " 

"Yes, Nurse, I have; but the only answer I 
received, was to repeat the announcement of 
your departure, and to hear that little Ulry is 
going away also, when he returns from his 
holidays with me, to a large boarding-school." 

"The poor dear!" and Nurse felt quite 
frightened to think of her pet boy going 
amongst so many others ; but at last she grew 
calmer and said — "Miss Alice, I was wrong 
to fret and complain, and thus make you 
miserable. Has not God provided for me all 
these years, and He will provide for me unto 
the end, which may not be so far o£F. He 
will be both with me and you dears, and if 
we pray to Him, He will guard us all from 
harm ; and although the future looks dark now, 
still He will be sure to make it light if we 
only trust in Him." 

That afternoon Nurse had to go to the station, 
for she was going back to Essex, near Grassy 
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Banky where her sister now lived, knowing 
she would get a welcome there, for she had 
often been asked to go and live with her before. 

Alice, with Ulry and May, accompanied their 
attached friend to the station, and sad was the 
parting when the train was seen approaching 
which would carry Nurse so many miles away 
from the children she loved so well. 

Ulry and May climg to her dress, and with 
Alice sobbed aloud. 

"Oh, Miss Alice, Master Ulry, and darling 
little May, G6d bless you all!" said Nurse, 
"and Miss Daisy too;" and then she gave 
the three who were with her a parting kiss 
before entering the railway-carriage. "Give 
my love to Miss Daisy,'^ she continued, '*and 
if you do not mind, I should so like to have a 
letter from some of you now and then, so that I 
may know how you are. And remember. Miss 
Alice, if you, or your sisters or brother ever 
are ill, or want me, write at once, and you need 
not fear but what I will gladly come to you." 
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At this moment the porter was heard calling 
out, " Now then, take your places, please," and 
Nurse had to hurry into the carriage, hearing 
Alice promise to do all she asked. The brother 
and sisters then waved their hands to Nurse as 
long as the train was in sight, and then slowly 
retraced their steps to the HalL 
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THE PARTING. 

"Farewell ! but never from my heart 

Shall time thine image blot ; 
The dreams of other days depart, 

Thou shalt not be forgot. 
And never in the suppliant sigh, 
Poured forth to Him who rules the sky, 
Shall my own name be breathed on high. 

And thine remembered not." 

HHE sun was shining brightly the fol- 
lowing day, when Miss Claremont and 
Alice, with the children, were to start 
upon their journey to Weston-super-Mare, and, 
as they were not going until the afternoon, 
Alice determined to go an^ pay a parting visit 
to the Sinclairs, and accordingly set out for 
the walk early in the morning, so that she 
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might have a little time to spare to stay and 
talk with her friends. 

The Sinclairs were very much surprised to hear 
of the sudden arrangements at the Hall, and 
time passed quickly away talking about Nurse's 
departure, and Margaret's engagement to Mr. 
Symmington, &c. But Alice had at last to 
take leave, for it was getting towards the time 
when it had been arranged they were to partake 
of an early dinner before going to the station. 

"Well, I will say good-bye for the present, 
Alice," said Mrs. Sinclair, " but I do not think: 
it will be very long before I see you again, 
for Mr. Sinclair was only talking this morning 
about Weston-super-Mare, and saying he 
thought we should all go there shortly for 
change of air." 

" Oh, mamma, how delightful that would 
be ! " exclaimed Lizzie and Ellinor. 

"Yes," added Alice, "I do wish you could 
come, it would be so nice for me to have your 
company." 
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"Well, mind you look forward to our ar- 
rival," said Mrs. Sinclair, laughing, as she saw 
Alice out of the garden-gate. 

Soon after dinner the carriage drove up to 
the Hall, to convey the family to the station. 
All the children were in ecstasies of delight 
at the idea of going to Weston-super-Mare so 
much earlier in the year than they usually 
left home, and Alice could not help being 
amused when she listened to her little cousins 
describing the charms of the place to Ulry and 
May, who were looking forward to the visit 
with equal delight. 

Alice was glad, when she saw how happy 
Ulry was, that she had not told him about the 
arrangements she had heard were made for him 
to go to school, for she knew the very idea ot 
leaving her so soon after he would again return 
to the Hall would quite spoil his pleasure; so 
she resolved not to say a word to him about 
anything that might make him unhappy during 
his stay at the sea-side. 
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Alice was glad also to know he was going 
away to a strange part of the country, for Ulry 
had been looking very pale and delicate for 
some time past, and as the children were to 
have perfect rest from their studies whilst away 
from home, she hoped he would regain his 
strength during that time. 

Accordingly at the time appointed they drove 
to the station and were soon in the train, accom- 
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Westfield, who journeyed 
with the children and their governess to Weston- 
super-Mare, and did not return to the Hall 
until they first saw them comfortably settled in 
their new quarters. 

Alice was greatly pleased at her first sight of 
the sea, and began to count upon enjoying her- 
self very much. However, upon the first night 
of their arrival Miss Claremont would not allow 
either her or the children to stay up late, and 
they all retired to bed as soon as Mr. and 
Mrs. Westfield had taken their departure. 

But in the morning they were all up at an 
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early hour, and after enjoying a hearty break- 
fast they took a walk in the town before going 
to church, for it was Sunday. 

Very pretty and picturesque was the out- 
side of the church, with its ivy-covered walls, 
where they went that morning ; and the inside 
looked quite as pretty, it seemed so cool and 
inviting that warm day. 

But Alice soon forgot about warmth when the 
clergyman entered the pulpit, for her whole 
attention was engaged by the sermon which he 
delivered that morning. The text was taken 
from Matt. xi. 2^j the words being, " Come unto 
Me." The clergyman first spoke of how the 
Lord knows all his people, and all their wants, 
and how He thinks of all of them for their good. 
Then he urged his congregation earnestly to 
go to Him in all their difl5.culties and wants, 
assuring them that the Lord would deliver them 
out of their troubles. " Casting all thy burden 
upon the Lord, for He will sustain thee, and 
He careth for thee," he concluded. 
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When Alice left the church she felt soothed 
and comforted, and resolved to try and trust in 
God in all her difficulties, knowing He would 
hear and aid her, if she tried to do always that 
which was right. 

In the afternoon the children and their nurses, 
accompanied by Miss Claremont and Alice, 
went a quiet walk, and in the evening the elder 
ones again went to chiirch. 

But when Monday came everybody seemed 
astir, and the children went out early with their 
nurses, while Alice accompanied Miss Clare- 
mont upon that most delightftil occupation in a 
country town, marketing. 

It was about a fortnight after their arrival at 
Weston-super-Mare, that Alice received a letter 
from EUinor Sinclair, saying they were all 
coming there the following day. 

Oh, how pleased Alice was to think of seeing 
her friends again ; and as soon as the Sinclairs 
arrived the next day, she was with them, and 
when they were sufficiently rested, Ellinor and 
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Lizzie went to take a walk with Alice, accom- 
panied by Kenneth Ross, who had come to stay 
three weeks with his cousins before leaving 
them to go to India, where his uncle had foxmd 
him a place in a house of business. 

Very pleasantly did those weeks pass; for 
the Sinclairs went drives about the beautiful 
country, and picnic excursions every day. 
But when the day at last drew near when 
Kenneth was to take leave of them, his aunt 
and cousins began to look sad, for they knew 
they would miss his bright company so much 
when they returned to their own quiet home. 

It was the day before he ought to take his 
departure from Weston-super-Mare that Alice 
was sitting reading in a field belonging to the 
house where they were sta3ring, when she heard 
footsteps, and looking up she perceived Kenneth 
Ross approaching. 

"You look very comfortable here, Miss De 
Burgh," he said. 

" Yes," replied Alice, laughing, " I like bring- 

M 
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ing my books out here to read, it is so 
quiet." 

"Oh, then I hope you won't think me a 
disturber of your peace, Miss De Burgh; but 
I came to the house on purpose to see you, and 
when I got there, the servant told me you were 
out, but she thought you were in the grounds. 
So I accordingly came to this field, and I was 
quite glad to catch sight of your hat above that 
hedge. Miss De Burgh," Kenneth continued 
after a pause, " I came to say good-bye to you, 
for I must leave Weston-super-Mare to- 
morrow." 

" Oh yes," said Alice hurriedly. " I am sure 
EUinor and Lizzie will miss you so much, for' 
you have been like a brother to them." 

" Yes, I shall miss them too," said Kenneth ; 
"but Miss Alice," he added earnestly, ** will you 
miss me, do you think, at all r " 

Alice blushed, and replied, "I am sure to 
miss you, for we have enjoyed so many pleasant 
parties and excursions together." 
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** Oh, thank you for those words. I did not 
intend to speak now, but I cannot wait until I 
return from India. Miss De Burgh, would it be 
too much to ask you to think of me sometimes 
whilst I am abroad ? " 

"No, Mr. Ross," said Alice; "you have always 
been very kind to me, and I always think of 
my friends." 

" Kind ! oh, Alice, if you knew how I love you^' 
you would not call me only kind. I do not wish 
to have an engagement between us, for I must 
get on in the world of business before I can 
marry, and I may be away two years in India 
without again seeing my home ; but," and 
Kenneth took Alice by the hand, " dear Alice, 
I only ask you to tell me if you love me at all; 
and if I may hope when I return, if I am suc-^ 
cessful in business, to make you my wife." 

Alice'^ face told its own answer, for her 
blushes rose higher, and her only reply was to 
lower her head. 

" Do you love me, Alice ?" whispered Kennetlii 
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" Yes," replied Alice softly. 
"You do! oh, how glad I feel! but I have 
made a resolve not to bind you whilst I am 
abroad, for you may meet with some one during 
that time whom you might like better than I, 
and who might be more worthy of you, so I 
will wait patiently until I return." 

"I don't think I ever could like any one 
better than I do you, Mr. Ross," said Alice 
softly. 

" Oh," said Kenneth, « don't say Mr. Ross, let 
me hear you say Kenneth." 

And Alice, in her gentle tones, said again, 
>" Than I do you, Kenneth." 

Alice and Kenneth both sat talking together 
some time before returning to the house, and the 
next day Alice's face was as sorrowful-looking 
as the cousins' when she saw Kenneth, "her 
Kenneth," as she said to herself, get into tiie 
train and start for London. 

Much happier and brighter she looked after 
that day, although she had a letter from Daisy, 
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saying her mamma had consented to Florrie 
and herself going to stay with a school-friend 
during the Easter holidays, instead of returning 
to her sister. 

The remainder of the stay at Weston-super- 
Mare passed quickly away, and three months 
after their departure from the Hall they re- 
turned back again to Devonshire, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Westfield with Margaret also returned from 
London the same day. 
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MARGARET. 

** Oh ! life is like the summer rill, where weary daylight dies ; 
We long for mom to rise again and blush along the skies ; 
For dull and dark that stream appears whose waters in the day, 
All glad in conscious simniness went dancing on their way. 
But when the glorious sun hath woke, and look'd upon the earth, 
And over hill and dale there float the sounds of human mirth. 
We sigh to see day hath not brought its perfect light to all, 
For with the sunshine on those waves the silent shadows fall.'* 

Caroline Norton. 

HFEW days after their return to the Hall, 
Mr. Westfield told Ulry himself that he 
intended to send him and his cousin 
Georgie to Rugby with Wilfred, as soon as the 
summer holidays were over. 

At first Ulry could scarcely believe that he 
really was to go away from Alice, but as 
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;he fiiUy understood the truth his grief was ex- 
treme. 

"Oh, Allie," he said to his sister, when she 
was trying to comfort him, "they call me 
babyish because I cry ; am I ? " 

"No, darling, — never mind what they say. 
But you will get on at school and study hard, 
so that you may grow up a clever man, won't 
you, dear ? " 

" Yes," replied Ulry between his sobs. " I 
don't cry because I am going to school, for I 
am sure I will like it when I get there, for 
I have read so many pretty tales about boys 
who do go; but," he continued, "I can't help 
crying when I think of leaving you and May at 
home. Daisy, of course, will be at school too." 

" Yes," said Alice ; " but Daisy will be home 
again for her summer holidays to-morrow, so we 
must be looking as bright as possible to meet 
her, mustn't we ? " 

By degrees Ulry grew quieter, and although 
at the mention of school he always looked un- 
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happy, still he bravely tried not to show his 
tears before his cousins. 

Oh, how glad Alice was to have her sister 
once more at the Hall with her, and great was 
the news which they had to tell one another 
about what had taken place during the time 
since last they met ; and it was not long before 
Daisy heard about Guy Leslie's proposal and 
Alice's refusal, and also about that which had 
passed between Kenneth Ross and her sister at 
Weston-super-Mare before he went to India. 

Neither they nor Florrie were much with 
Margaret Westfield during the first part of the 
holidays, for the latter was very busy preparing 
for her coming wedding ; and Edward Symming- 
ton often came to the Hall to see her, and both 
Daisy and Florrie agreed with Alice that he 
seemed to be a very nice gentleman, and very 
fond of Margaret. 

The wedding was arranged to take place in 
a fortnight, and of course every one was busy 
preparing for the coming event ; for Mr. West- 
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field had determined to make a grand com- 
memoration of the day, for there was to be a 
large ball at the Hall in the evening after the 
wedding, and the following day there were to 
be great doings held in a field near the Hall for 
the amusement of the tenantry. 

But many more weeks than a fortnight passed 
away without the wedding taking place; for a 
serious accident occurred, which put all thoughts 
of the anticipated pleasures out of people's 
heads, in their anxiety as to the result of the 
disaster. 

It was but two evenings before the day fixed 
for the wedding, and the weather being very 
fine and warm Alice took a stroll in the garden. 
She had her sketch-book with her, intending to 
take a drawing of the Hall ; and accordingly 
she sat down on a garden-seat, where she had 
decided she would be able to obtain the best 
view of the front of the house. 

She had just got seated, when, looking up 
at the Hall, she saw her cousin Margaret 
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standing at her bed^room window before the 
looking-glass, trying to fix a flower ^n her hair. 

"Oh," thought she, "I wonder if I could 
sketch Margaret at the window in my picture." 

But what . horror ! — as Alice looked up she 
was just in time to see the thin muslin sleeve 
of Margaret's dress touch a lighted candle 
which was foolishly left standing lit upon the 
dressing-table, and in an instant the sleeve was 
in flames. 

Quick as thought Alice flung down her draw- 
ing utensils and rushed into the Hall, and up 
the stairs into her cousin's room, hoping to be 
in time to rescue her. 

When she opened the door, she perceived 
Margaret with her dress in flames screaming 
with fright. 

Evidently there was no time to be lost, and 
Alice only exclaimed, "Oh, Margaret, I saw 
you!" and then, with great presence of mind, 
seized the water jug and flung its contents 
over her cousin ; and afterwards, pulling the 
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blankets off the bed, she wrapped them closely 
around her cousin, and thus cleverly managed 
to extinguish the fire. 

Margaret by this time was quite exhausted, 
and fainted away with the excessive pain from 
her arm. 

Alice being all alone, felt very frightened, 
and tried all the means in her power to revive 
her cousin ; and at last she had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing Margaret again open her eyes ; 
when, at the first opportunity, she went to 
pull the bell to call for further assistance. 

In her excitement, Alice gave the rope such 
a long pull that the bell rung loudly through 
the house ; and it was not long before the 
head nurse and two or three servants came 
rushing into the room to know the cause. 

" Miss Margaret," exclaimed Nurse, "whatever 
has happened — what is the matter P" 

But Margaret was too weak to explain, and 
Alice in a few words told them what had oc- 
curred. 
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"Dear, dear, one never knows what is to 
happen — just to fancy being n,early burnt to 
death just before the wedding ! " exclaimed 
Marie, Margaret's own attendant. 

"Never mind talking now, Marie," said 
Nurse ; " help me to get Miss Westfield to bed; 
and Miss Alice," she continued, "would you 
kindly run and tell your aunt gently what has 
happened, and to send for the doctor." 

So Alice had to leave Margaret in the care 
of the servants, and go in search of her aunt, 
jwhom she found in her own room. 

" Who is there ? " asked Mrs. Westfield, in 
reply to her rap at the door. 

" It is I, aunt," replied Alice. 

" Why, child, whatever do you want ? I can't 
see you now." 

" Oh, aunt, I must speak to you ; it is about 
something important." 

Mrs. Westfield then told her maid to open 
the door, and Alice entered with her face as 
white as a sheet. 
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"Why, Alice, whatever has happened?" ex-< 
claimed Mrs. Westfield ; " are you ill ?" 

" No, aunt," replied Alice ; " but I hurried to 
tell you Margaret is not well, and Nurse wants 
to know should a doctor be sent for ?" 

** Of course," exclaimed her aunt. " What is 
the matter with Margaret ?" 

" She has burnt her arm badly, I am afraid, 
aunt." 

" Burnt her arm ! •— oh, Jane," said Mrs. 
Westfield excitedly to her maid, ** never mind 
finishing my hair, I must go and see my child." 

And leaving Alice quite bewildered, without 
a fiirther word she rushed out of the room to 
Margaret, 

But Alice knew the doctor would be needed, 
and immediately sent word to one of the 
grooms to ride as quickly as possible to fetch 
him; and after seeing her order obeyed she 
once more went to her cousin's room, where 
Margaret was crying in bed with the pain 
from her arm. But Nurse had done what she 
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could during Alice's absence,, for she had 
wrapped up the bum with cotton-wool and oil, 
the best remedy she could think of. 

"Oh, Alice!" exclaimed Mrs. Westfield, as 
soon as her niece entered, " do you know any- 
thing about this dreadful accident — however 
did it occur ?" 

Then Alice . explained quietly how she had 
seen her cousin's dress touch the lighted candley 
and had rushed to her as quickly as she could. 

"A lighted candle? — why was it needed?" 
asked Mrs. Westfield. 

" I don't know," replied Alice. 

"Miss Westfield asked me to give her a 
lighted candle before I left her, ma'am," said 
Marie, " because she wished to melt some seal- 
ing-wax to fasten a parcel with." 

" Oh dear," exclaimed Mrs. Westfield, " then 
that must have been the way it has happened ; 
but how careless of Margaret not to have blown 
the light out, when she had finished what she 
had required it for." 
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" Is the doctor coming, please, ma'am ?" asked 
Nurse, 

" Yes," said Alice ; " I have sent a messenger 
to tell him to come as soon as he possibly can." 

"Well done, Alice, my child," said Mrs. 
Westfield, for she could not help seeing how 
much use Alice had been in this extremity. 

Very painful it was to Margaret, whilst the 
doctor examined the extent of her injuries ; 
but he dressed the bum as tenderly as he 
could, sending every one first out of the room 
except her mamma and the Nurse. 

After doing all he could to alleviate the pain, 
and giving full directions as to the treatment 
of his patient, he left Margaret, leaving orders 
that she was to remain exceedingly quiet. 

"Well, this is sad," he exclaimed, when he 
had descended to the dining-room with her 
mamma. " How did you say it happened, Mrs. 
Westfield ?" 

Mrs. Westfield then explained as well as* 
she could what she had heard. 
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"Who extinguished the flames so cleverly, 
then ?" asked the doctor. 

Alice happened to be standing near the 
window, so her aunt, turning to her, said, 
** Alice, do you know ? " 

" I did," replied her niece quietly. 

Dr. March then asked Alice the particulars 
of how she had managed, and she told him, in 
her accustomed quiet way, about the water and 
blankets. 

" Well, all I can say is," replied the doctor, 
**that many a lady twice your age would not 
have shown half so much presence of mind in 
such an emergency; and I consider your con- 
duct is worthy of the greatest praise, for you 
certainly have saved your cousin's life. But," 
he added, "were you not burnt at all yourself?" 

Alice blushed crimson at this unwonted com- 
mendation, and she replied, "I was very glad 
I happened to see the accident in time to run 
and help Margaret. I have only burnt my 
hand a little." 
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And upon Dr. March examining Alice's hand 
he discovered that it was very much burnt, 
and, before he took leave, he bound it up, and 
promised to call again at the Hall, later, or^ 
in the evening, to see how Margaret was pro- 
gressing. 

Great was the excitement, when the rest of 
the family at the Hall heard of the accident ; 
for Mr, Westfield, with Florrie, Daisy, and 
Wilfred had been a long walk, and did not 
return until late. 

But when Dr. March again came to see 
Margaret, the poor girl was much worse, for 
the excitement had brought on fever, and she 
was quite delirious. 

The doctor looked sad when he saw how ill 
she was, and Nurse told Alice in confidence, 
afterwards, that she had overheard him say 
quietly, to himself, that fever was the worse 
symptom that could have appeared. 

And so it was, for Margaret lay delirious for 
two or three days, and the misery that was felt 

N 
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in the house was extreme; and this was in- 
creased when Dr. March at last told them he 
would like the advice of another physician; 

Poor Mr. Westfield was almost frantic with 
despair when he was told in what a dangerous 
state his eldest daughter lay, and, besides 
having another doctor from the neighbourhood, 
he at once telegraphed to London for a third, 
whose advice he knew would be the best that 
could be obtained. 

Alice was very sorry to see her uncle so im- 
happy, and often she tried to comfort him ; and 
she, with Daisy and Florrie, never failed to ask 
God that it might be his will to spare Margaret : 
her life. 

Mr. Symmington too was inconsolable; he 
remained at the Hall, for he could not bear to 
be out of the way, for fear the illness should 
prove fatal. 

Oh, what a gloom sickness casts over a 
house! when every one is so silent, and the 
footsteps are so soft and quiet, and the voices 
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so hushed and low, and doubts and fears are 
everywhere. 

Of course all preparations for the wedding 
and ball at Merrion Hall were now postponed ; 
and instead of laughter and mirth there was 
nothing but sorrow and grief, both in Margaret's 
home and in the surrounding neighbourhood, 
for the news soon spread that Margaret West- 
field's life was despaired of by the doctors. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE RECOVERY. 

" There is joy in heaven ! 
There is joy in heaven ! 
When the sheep that went astray, 
Turns again to virtue's way ; 
When the soul by grace subdued. 
Sobs its prayer of gratitude : 
Then is there joy in heaven ! " 
Hebbr. 

G^^^J|ERY anxious the whole household were 
I^^M to hear the London doctor's opinion; but 
their faces looked very sad when he 
gave the same verdict as their own Dr. March 
had given before, which was that that night 
would decide whether Margaret would live or 
die ; for he said her strength was nearly gone, 
'.nd the only chance for her recovery was that 
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the fever might be subdued, so that she might 
regain consciousness. 

Nobody was allowed admission into Margaret's 
room but Mrs. Westfield with an attendant, and 
the London doctor stayed also at the Hall. 
Mr. Westfield could not be persuaded to take 
any rest; he remained within call the whole 
night, and for almost the whole time he con- 
tinued earnestly in prayer to God, with all his 
heart, to permit his daughter to recover. 

Meanwhile Alice and Daisy, with their cousin 
Florrie, retired to their own rooms ; but before 
they separated for the night they also all knelt 
down together to ask God again to spare 
Margaret's life. 

And God heard and answered these prayers ; 
for the following morning, to their joy. Nurse 
came to call the girls herself, to tell them that 
the doctors had pronoimced Miss Margaret out 
of danger. 

The fever had at last abated, and Margaret 
had dropped into a refreshing . sleep, out of 
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which she awoke quite conscious of those around 
her. 

" Oh, mamma," were her first words, " where 
ami?" 

"You have been very ill, darling," replied 
Mrs. Westfield ; " but I am thankful to say I 
hope you will soon get better again now." 

Margaret was too much weakened and ex- 
hausted with the fever to speak long then, and 
soon she fell asleep again, to awake feeling much 
stronger. 

The following day the doctor from London 
took his departure, for Dr. March could pre- 
scribe all that was required further for Margaret, 
who now only wanted to regain her strength, 
which had so nearly gone. 

By degrees Margaret recalled the events of 
her accident and the danger she had been in, 
and she was very anxious to hear who had saved 
her from the fire. 

When she was reminded that it was Alice 
who had managed to extinguish the flames 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



THE RECOVERY. 183 

so cleverly, she was much afifected, and very 
anxious to be allowed to see her cousin to 
thank her; for Margaret's heart told her how 
good Alice had been to risk the danger of 
herself catching fire to save her, who had so 
seldom done anything that could please or help 
her orphan cousin. 

But, at first. Dr. March would not allow 
Margaret to see any strange faces, insisting that 
she must be kept perfectly quiet until her 
strength had returned; and Margaret had to 
wait patiently until he would permit her to see 
her sister or cousins. 

However, one day she was so much better 
that Dr. March consented to allow her to see her 
cousin for a few minutes, and to Alice's joy she 
was told she might go to stay with Margaret 
for a short time, for Alice also wished to see her 
cousin again very much. 

Nurse left the two girls to themselves, leav- 
ing word that she would come again as soon 
as the ten minutes allotted to them to talk 
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together would be up ; and Alice sat down by 
the side of her cousin's bed. At first there was 
a stiff feeling between her and her cousin, for 
Margaret, although she had wanted to see Alice 
so often, now she was with her felt awkward to 
know how to express her feelings of gratitude ; 
and Alice, on her part, did not know of the great 
change which had taken place in her cpusin's 
feelings towards her. 

"I have wanted to see you so often, Alice," 
Margaret said at last, ** for I wanted so much to 
tell you how thankful and grateful I am to you 
for saving my life." 

" Oh Margaret, never mind thanking me at 
all," replied Alice; "I only did what I ought, 
and what you would have done for me if I had 
been in your position ; but I am glad to see you, 
for I have been so anxious about you whilst you 
have been so very ill." 

The two girls did not say much more then, for 
Margaret soon grew weary of talking, and the 
Nurse sent Alice away as soon as she returned 
to the room. 
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But that visit was not the last Alice paid her 
cousin, for, from that day, now that Margaret 
had conquered her pride to thank Alice, she 
daily asked first to see Florrie, and then Alice, 
and by degrees the two girls, between whom 
there had always existed such enmity, became 
drawn closer together, and instead of disliking 
one another's company they grew to enjoy 
being together, and Alice liked the time she 
spent with Margaret, as much as Margaret 
enjoyed having her with her. For Margaret's 
illness, although it had been a severe trial both 
to herself and in her home, yet the cloud had 
had its silver lining, for this sickness had been 
the means through which God had wrought his 
own work, both with Margaret and also with 
her father and mother. 

Mr. Westfield was a different man, for he 
had learnt the true value of prayer in his 
trouble, and now he longed to love and serve 
God more than he had done formerly, and it 
was not long before he read family prayers 
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at the Hall morning and night ; a duty which 
had not been performed since the time when 
his father had dwelt there before him, and in 
which he had daily joined when a boy. 

Florrie and Daisy heard with pleasure of 
this new arrangement, and Mr. Westfield was 
quite surprised when he heard them telling 
him how glad they were to hear of his deci- 
sion ; for the two little ones, though full of fun, 
were of an earnest character, and were growing 
day by day in more ways than one. 

Nor with Margaret was the time of her con- 
valescence wasted, for the lesson she learnt 
then was never forgotten, and she often talked 
with her mamma upon sacred subjects in a 
way which they never had thought of doing 
before ; for Mrs. Westfield's heart was drawn 
to God with gratitude to Him for having al- 
lowed her eldest child to recover. 

And Alice also soon became the one to 
whom Margaret especially liked to talk about 
the new life she wished to lead. 
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" Oh, Alice ! " she exclaimed one day, " the 
more I think upon the past, the more I see 
how wicked and sinful my life has been." 

" If we look back upon the past, Margaret," 
replied Alice encouragingly, "we can always 
see how often we have acted wrongly, but I 
think it is best to look forward to trying to be 
better." 

"Ah, with you Alice, it does not matter 
whether you look forward or backward, for 
you are the best creature I ever knew. Few 
would have been like you, so ready to forgive 
me for having acted so cruelly and unkindly 
as I so often have done towards you." 

" But, Margaret, you little know how often I 
have gone astray, nor what wicked feelings I 
have sometimes had towards you; for," Alice 
continued, "it was not myself that first saw 
how sinftil I was — it was kind Mrs. Sinclair, 
who told me how I had gone wrong, and who 
begged me to try and conquer my temper." 

"That does not matter, Alice — I inwardly 
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knew I was wrong; but it is this goodness in 
you which makes me long so much to grow 
more like you." 

"Oh, don't say like me, Margaret," said 
Alice, " for I am a poor specimen of a Christian 
yet ; let us both try to grow more like Jesus, 
for I am sure we shall be much happier if we 
try and live in his service." 

** Yes," replied Margaret ; " for example, look 
at Florrie — until now I have never under- 
stood what has altered her so greatly. I am 
sure she is really trying to be good ; for up to 
two or three years back .she was such a bad- 
tempered child there was no managing her, 
and papa and mamma sent her to school in 
despair much earlier than they had first in- 
tended." 

"Yes," said Alice, "Florrie is a dear good 
girl, and I am glad to see how fond Daisy 
and she are of one another, for they are just 
adapted to help each other and be good friends." 

Thus the cousins often talked together; but 
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once Alice was surprised by Margaret saying, 
— " Oh, Alice, I feel as if I ought to tell you 
that it was I who told mamma you had asked 
Guy Leslie to obtain an invitation from Mrs. 
Mertpn for you to go to her house." 

"Never mind that now, Margaret," replied 
Alice, " it is of no consequence ; I was foolish 
to be so vexed at the time." 

"But that is not all, Alice — I also told 
Mary Roster the same tale. Oh, I am so sorry 
now ! " she added, bursting into tears ; " I must 
have been awfully jealous and wicked to do 
anything so mean. Can you forgive me, Alice, 
now you know all, for when I next see Mary 
Roster, I will explain my fault to her ? " 

"Yes, Margaret," replied Alice, "I have 
long since forgiven you, for I have known 
you told Mary Roster for a long time past. I 
happened to be sitting quietly alone in the 
arbour at the Mertons, when you were walk- 
ing along the path close to it with her, and 
I accidentally heard what you said." 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



190 ALICE DE BURGH. 

" Alice ! and you forgave me, and said not a 
word?" 

"Yes, but not for a long time; and now, 
Margaret dear," said Alice brightly, "don't 
say a word upon that subject again, for I 
have not heard of Guy Leslie for a very long 
time." 

" Oh, Alice, I forgot — ^when I was in London 
I heard he was married to a very rich heiress." 

Alice's face flushed when she heard this 
news, for it was a complete surprise to her; 
but she felt thankful afterwards when thinking 
it over qxiietly by herself to know she had 
refused him when he had proposed to her, for 
she now saw how different true lave was, by 
contrasting her feelings as regarded Kenneth 
Ross to the liking she had once had for Guy 
Leslie. 

The weather remaining warm and fine, Mar- 
garet soon was able to go out into the gar- 
den, where she loved to sit talking with Mr. 
Symmington ; and, as she told Alice, she almost 
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felt glad she had been ill, for she thought she 
could learn now how to make a better wife, 
and how much wiser it was first to know how 
to make a home look bright and happy than 
always to be studying at books, forgetting 
those things which would be of so much more 
importance in her life. 

Mr. Symmington also noticed how changed 
Margaret was ; and it was with great pleasure 
he did so, for he now felt as if Margaret was 
more precious to him than ever, for having so 
nearly lost her altogether. 

But Margaret still remained in a very weak 
state, and therefore, as soon as she was strong 
enough for the journey. Dr. March recom- 
mended Mr. and Mrs. ' Westfield to take her 
to the sea-side ; and accordingly one fine day, 
accompanied by her papa and mamma, with 
her cousin Alice, she went to stay some time 
at Hastings. 

Much to their sorrow, Florrie and Daisy could 
not accompany them, for they once more had to 
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return to school ; but Margaret begged her papa 
and mamma to allow them to come home again 
to be at her wedding — and this request was 
granted, to the two g^ls' delight, who resumed 
their studies with all the more energy because 
of the coming pleasure. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

MARGARET'S WEDDING. 

** In stunzner clear 

I love to hear 
That sound of Marriage Bells : 

Of some young "wife 

Believing life 
All happiness it tells. 

** * Cling, clang ! clang, ding ! * 
They sang and sing; 
* Clang, ding,' echo the bells : 
How sweet they be ! 
How full of glee 
Those moming Mairiage Bells ! " 

Bn^|£RY pleasant and enjoyable was the 
P^^ggl time Alice spent with her cousin at 
Hastings ; and they grew to be so fond 
of each other's company, that whenever Mar- 
garet went out Alice was sure to be with her. 

o 
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But after six weeks' absence from home, Mr. 
and Mrs, Westfield with the two girls again 
returned to Merrion Hall, for Mr. Symmington 
was very desirous that the wedding should not 
be postponed any longer, but that it should 
take place now as soon as possible. 

Therefore, once more people were busy at the 
Hall preparing for the g^eat event; and Alice 
could not help thinking with gladness of the 
change in her cousin's maimer towards her since 
the time of the previous preparations, for now 
Maigaret consulted Alice on all points, and dis- 
cussed the bridesmaids' dresses and her own with 
evident pleasure, quite different from former days. 

According to promise, Florrie and Daisy were 
sent for from school, and the day before the 
wedding the two g^ls arrived, looking as bright 
and as pretty as ever. 

The eventful and long-looked-for day had 
come at last, and it was all that could be de- 
sired by the most exacting ; for the weather was 
warm without being oppressive, and the sun 
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was shining brightly, making the country lanes 
look as beautiful as could be. 

Very early were the cousins up at the Hall, 
for Florrie and Alice and Daisy wished to be as 
much as they could with Margaret before she 
left them. 

At length the hour approached when the 
wedding was to take place, and the pretty 
countrified church was crowded with spectators 
who had been long waiting to see Margaret 
and her bridesmaids walk up the aisle. 

Very beautiful indeed Margaret looked on her 
wedding morning ; she was certainly very hand- 
some, but she seemed lovelier than ever that 
day, for she still looked delicate after her illness, 
and this appearance was enhanced by her spot- 
lessly white bridal robes. 

The bridesmaids also looked very beautiful^ 
They were eight in number, the chief being 
her sister Florrie and her two cousins, Alice 
and Daisy; besides Mary Roster and some 
other great friends of Margaret Westfield. 
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Very pretty and showy were the dresses, for 
Meirgaret had decided that the bridesmaids 
should be all dressed in white silk, over which 
white tarlatan was tastefully arranged, with 
sashes of two mixed colours, blue and pink — 
in their hair also was a mingling of blue and 
pink flowers ; and they looked extremely gay 
and picturesque. 

The three darling little cousins. May, Elatie, 
and Ida, were looking beautiful, attired dain- 
tily in little white muslin frocks trimmed with 
cerise, and standing on each side of the aisle, 
ready to thrdw flowers down before Margaret 
as she approached them — ^which duty, in their 
excitement at feeling themselves assisting upon 
such a grand occasion, they very nearly forgot 
to perform. 

As soon as the ceremony was over they again 
returned to the Hall, when, after the wedding- 
breakfast, Margaret went to dress, ready to 
start upon her tour with her husband, Edward 
3yTnmington. 
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" Oh, mamma," she said, bursting into tears, 
when she and Mrs. Westfield were alone, "I 
do love Edward, but I can't help being sad 
when I think of leaving you. But, mamma," she 
added, " I want to ask you to be kind to Alice 
De Burgh, for I see no^ how good and true she 
really is." 

"Yes, darling," replied her mamma, "so do 
I, and you need not be afraid but what she will 
be made a great deal of now, for you know Alice 
will be the eldest daughter left at the Hall." 

I will not dwell upon Margaret's last con- 
versation with her mamma, but suffice it to say, 
when they returned to their guests again, there 
were marks of tears on both of their faces, and 
many were the people who afterwards remarked 
they had never seen Margaret Westfield look so 
sweet and gentle. 

But the carriage was waiting, so Margaret had 
to tear herself away from her mamma and papa, 
and start with her husband to the station, who 
seemed prouder of Margaret than ever ; and the 
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two drove away from the Hall amid cheers and 
hurrahs which continued all through the village, 
and with the blessings of many friends also 
ringing in their ears. 

It had been arranged that Edward Symming- 
ton and Margaret were to go for a tour on 
the Continent, and that at the end of several 
months they should return to the Hall again 
for a short time, after which they would leave 
for London and take up their abode in a house 
of their own. 

Shortly after the departure of the bride and 
bridegroom, preparations were commenced for 
the party and ball, which was to begin early so 
that the youngest might share in the enjoyment. 

Roderick had returned home again with his 
tutor, to be in time for his sister's marriage, 
before settling down in London, where his 
father had desired he should study for the law. 
And that night he seemed to be the life and 
light of the company, his usual merry winning 
ways showing themselves to the best advan- 
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tage; and Daisy enjoyed herself thoroughly, 
for Roderick had grown to be very fond of 
Daisy, and Daisy was very fond of Roderick. 

Alice also enjoyed herself very much that 
evening : but in the midst of the gay scene her 
thoughts wandered far across the seas to him 
who lived so vividly in her mind, and whom 
she longed so much to see again. 

At last she was interrupted in her medita- 
tions by a tap on her arm from EUinor Sinclair. 

"Well, Alice," she said, "a penny for your 
thoughts ; you appear to be quite lost in dream- 
land." 

"Oh, my thoughts were too precious and 
sacred to divulge even to you, fiiend EUinor," 
replied Alice, laughing, "but if you are not 
engaged for this next dance, come and sit near 
me and let us have a good cosy chat." 

"All right," replied EUinor. "I am engaged 
for this dance, but it is to a gentleman for 
whom I have not a very strong liking, so if I 
stay quietly in this out-of-the-way comer he 
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1 

may never see me, and I am sure I do not care 
if he forgets altogether his engagement." 

So the two friends talked quietly together. 
Now was Alice's opportunity to ask Ellinor 
about Kenneth Ross, and it was not long before 
she asked the question her heart led her to, 
and awaited the answer with great interest, 
although she endeavoured not to disclose her 
feelings. 

"Have you heard from your cousin lately, 
Ellinor ? " she asked. 

**0h yes, Alice," replied Ellinor, "we had 
a letter to-day; and when it comes it is quite 
a treat, for one has to wait so long for an- 
other." 

" How is he ? " asked Alice — " is he quite 
well ? and does he like India ? " 

"He seems to like Calcutta very much from 
what he writes ; but," Ellinor added, putting her 
hand into her pocket, "I believe I thrust his 
letter into this dress, for I had not time to read 
it until just before I came to the Hall," and 
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drawing out the letter EUinor handed it to Alice, 
saying, " Read it — it is such a nice epistle, so 
like Kenneth." 

" Oh, thank you," replied Alice ; and although 
she would have liked to have run out of the 
room with the treasure, to read it quietly by 
herself and drink in all he whom she loved had 
to say, still she felt thankful even to see there 
anything that was written by him. 

It was a very nice letter, written by Kenneth 
to his aunt, describing as far as he already 
knew what it appeared his life would be like in 
India, and then asking many questions about 
the people and the house in Devonshire, which 
for so many years had been to him as a 
home, not forgetting any one; and Alice felt 
herself blush when she read the words, "How 
is your young friend Miss De Burgh ? she was 
also a great friend of mine, so please be sure 
to remember me to her." 

When Alice had finished reading the letter 
she handed it back to EUinor, who said — 
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"Well, what do you think of it — is it not 
a charming letter ? and, by-the-bye, did you 
notice, Alice, how very particularly Kenneth 
inquires after you ? " 

"Yes," replied Alice, trying to force a little 
laugh, " I did, and when you write, thank him 
for his inquiries, and please remember me to 
him in return ; will you ? " 

" Oh yes, I won't forget," said EUinor ; " and 
if I do not write next I will be sure and tell 
mamma or Lizzie to do so." 

At this moment a gentleman approached them, 
and speaking to EUinor Sinclair, said, " I think 
I have the pleasure of speaking to Miss Sinclair, 
have I not ? " and upon EUinor answering in the 
aflBrmative he claimed her for the following 
dance, and so she had to leave her friend Alice 
to herself. 

But Alice, although she would have liked 
to have been left thus alone to dream her 
own fancies, was not allowed her own way, 
for almost immediately after EUinor Sinclair 
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had left her, another gentleman came up and 
claimed her for the following quadrille. 

Altogether it had been a very pleasant day to 
all, and, when Alice retired to bed, she felt as 
though she had h£ui as great a treat as she could 
have wished. The perusal of a letter, written by 
her Kenneth, had been a chief part of it. 

The following day was to be devoted to the 
amusement of villagers and school children, &c. 
It was arranged to make up a party to the 
wood, a little distance from the Hall, where 
they enjoyed themselves to their heart's con- 
tent, for everything had been prepared for their 
comfort, and they had a picnic in a right good 
style ; the hampers which had gone with them 
in the waggons packed full of pies, tarts, and 
dainties of all kinds and descriptions, came 
back empty. 

Then, for the evening, Mr. Westfield had en- 
gaged some musicians to come and play 
in a field near the Hall, where both young 
and old were allowed to enjoy themselves as 
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they chose; and Florrie and her cousins en- 
joyed watching the dancing and other amuse- 
ments quite as much as if they had been join- 
ing in the same games. 

Finally, when it began to grow dusk, fire- 
works were let off, and for miles around the 
country the light of these and the bonfire 
could be seen; and that day stood out in the 
lives of many people as the '* great event at 
the Hall when Miss Margaret was married." 
But all things must come to an end, and at 
last, when the fire-works were finished, the 
happy folks all sat down to a bountifiil supper 
in the large kitchens at the Hall, after which 
they raised cheers for the squire and his family, 
and then went home very happy and contented. 




Digitized 



byGoogk 



W-^^^m^ M 



CHAPTER XVI. 

GOOD NEWS. 

<* He comes, the herald of a noisy world, 
With spatter'd boots, strapp'd waist, and frozen locks. 
News from all nations lumbering at his back. 
Tme to his charge, the close-pack'd load behind. 
Yet careless what he brings .... 

He whistles as he goes, light-hearted wretch. 
Cold and yet cheerful : messenger of grief 
Perhaps to thousands, and of joy to some ; 
To him indifferent whether grief or joy." 

COWPER. 

HORE than a year has passed since the 
day when Margaret Westfield's grand 
wedding took place, and she has paid 
the promised visit to her home twice over since 
then. What a difference there was between the 
Margaret of those days, and the Margaret of the 
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days before ! For she was trying to conquer her 
faults ; and as she had gone to the only right 
Source for help £Lnd strength, her efforts were 
not in vain, and Margaret became happier and 
happier as she tried to live an unselfish life ; 
and in years to come, people could hardly 
believe that the kind and gentle wife and 
mother which she became, could be the same 
impetuous and proud daughter of the squire at 
Merrion Hall. 

During this year many changes had taken 
place in her old home, for Mr. Westfield had 
had a serious illness, which weakened him and 
aged his appearance greatly, but there was also 
a great change in him inwardly. 

Mrs. Westfield also had altered, her anxiety 
at her husband's iU-health had made her look 
more worn and anxious ; for trouble had been 
a rare inmate in the family before Margaret's 
illness, they having as a rule enjoyed the bless- 
ings of good-health. 

Alice De Burgh was now her aimt's greatest 
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counsellor and help, for Mrs. Westfield had 
gfrown to love her niece in a way which she 
had never dreamed of, and Alice also began to 
like her aunt as well as her uncle, and tried to 
do everything in her power that could please 
or assist them ; for she now saw how thankful 
she ought to be for having such a good home 
both for herself, her sisters and brother. 

She also had altered a little, looking much 
more her age than she had ever done before. 
Perhaps this difference was caused by being 
the eldest of the young people at the Hall, 
and on this account, since Margaret's marriage 
she had taken more and more her cousin's place 
and position in the house. 

But at present she was looking forward to a 
great treat, for her uncle and aunt intended to 
go to London to see Roderick, and had pro- 
mised to take her with them to stay a short 
time there; and who does not remember the 
sensations with which they looked forward to 
their first visit to the great city. 
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Florrie and Daisy were still at boarding- 
school, but it was arranged that they should 
remain at home after the next Christmas holi* 
days, for they would both then have attained 
nearly eighteen years of age; and Alice was 
enjoying the prospect oi having the companion- 
ship of the two girls again, as much as they 
were anticipating the pleasure of their school 
days coming to an end. 

They had grown very fast lately, and both 
were getting to have quite the appearance of 
grown-up young ladies ; but they still retained 
their freshness so completely that at home by 
the villagers they were generally known as 
"the two pretty young ladies at the Hall." 

To his father's joy, Roderick was progressing 
in his profession very favourably, and he had 
altered so much in one year of business in 
London, that when he had come to the Hall for 
a few days, that being all the time he had to 
spare, his little brothers and sisters could 
scarcely believe that that grown-up young gen- 
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tleman could be^^the same Roderick who was a 
boy at his sister's wedding. 

Uliy and May were getting to look tall also ; 
the form^er had made good progress at school, 
and to Alice's delight he was outgrowing all his 
delicacy ; whilst May was blooming into a very 
pretty self-possessed little maiden of about 
eleven years. 

Alice often became eagerly impatient for the 
time to come when Kenneth Ross would once 
more return to the quiet country ; and as time 
passed she waited, hoping every day to hear 
from Ellinor or Lizzie Sinclair some news of 
how much longer it would be before he returned. 

At last the long-expected tidings came, and 
after all sooner than she had expected. It was 
one fine morning, about a week before Alice was 
to go to London, that Ellinor and Lizzie Sinclair 
called at the Hall to ask Alice to walk with 
them as far as the village, where they were 
going with some jelly for a poor sick girl. 

"I will go with you with pleasure," replied 
p 
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Alice, " for," she added, " I was rather inclined 
to have a fit of dulness, and I think a walk 
would take all the cobwebs from my heart." 

" Oh, I am sure it will," said EUinor, laughing, 
"for Lizzie and I have got such good news to 
tell you. But first go and put on your hat and 
jacket, and then we will tell you all about it as 
a treat during the walk." 

Accordingly, Alice went to put on her things, 
and after a few minutes she returned to her 
companions equipped for the walk. 

"Now, guess what our good news is ? " asked 
Lizzie when they were once started on their 
way to the village. 

"Oh no, Lizzie, don't ask me to guess," 
replied Alice, "for I never say what I should, 
and I can't bear to be kept in suspense." 

Alice knew if she attempted to say what she 
thought would be good news, it would be about 
Kenneth Ross's return; but she did not want 
to say so, and she was saved the trouble by 
Eliinor, who said — 
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** Never mind teasing Alice to guess, Lizzie, 
I know how horrid it is to do so; so let us 
tell her what we have to say at once." 

**Very well," replied Lizzie; and she con- 
tinued mirthfully, ** well. Miss Alice De Burgh, 
as you do not wish to be troubled in any way to 
exert your powers of penetration, I will tell you 
what is to me, any way, the most delightfid 
news I could wish for; namely, we have re- 
ceived a letter from my cousin Kenneth in 
India, who writes to say he expects to be home 
again before next Christmas ; arid when he 
writes again he hopes to be able to tell us 
what day we may be likely to expect him to 
reach London, and then in a day after we can 
look forward to see his dear own self once more 
at Kinghurst House." 

"Well, that ts good news, Lizzie," replied 
Alice, her face glowing with pleasure, and her 
heart beating with joy. " I can enter into your 
gladness," she added, "for I shall be as glad to 
see your cousin as you will." 
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Grreat was the talk about Kenneth, and the 
girls reached the cottage sooner than they 
had expected ; and as Lizzie said that she had 
a great deal more to say to Alice, she had 
to ^postpone it until they were walking home 
again. 

The poor girl they were* going to see was 
d5ring of consumption, and Alice felt all her 
compassion aroused each time she went to visit 
her, for it was so plainly visible that the young 
invalid was sinking faster and faster each time 
she saw her. 

But the pale wan face, with its one bright 
pink flush, lit up with joy at the sight of the 
young ladies who so often came to see her. 
• " Oh, Miss Lizzie ! " she exclaimed when 
Lizzie uncovered the jar, and gave it into the 
hands of the girl's mother, " how kind you all 
are. I love to see you, for you carry so much 
sunshine about with you, and you have been 
so good to me, ever since kind Mr. Ross went 
away to foreign parts." 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



GOOD NEWS. 213 



"Well, and are you not glad, Mary," re- 
plied EUinor, " we have heard from our cousin 
that he will be home again we hope in about 
two months from now ? " 

" Oh, I am so glad for your sakes, Miss 
EUinor," said Mary, raising her beautiful bright 
dark eyes, which filled with tears as she added, 
" but, my dear young lady, would you tell him 
how happy I have been — oh, so happy!— ever 
since he taught me first the love of Jesus, 
for I am afraid I will be gone to the Happy 
Land before he comes." 

" Oh no, Mary dear," interrupted her mother, 
a neat, pleasant-looking woman, who seemed 
as if her sick daughter was her heart's trea- 
sure, "you must not say that, for now my 
dear husband is dead I cannot let you .go too, 
I will be so lonely." 

"But, mother dear, we will meet again in 
heaven, won't we ?" 

"Well, dear, if we do, it is you who has 
led me there; for I never cared a bit about 
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my Saviour or my Bible before dear Tom went, 
and then you showed me how good they both 
are. 

Alice and her two friends stayed talking 
and trying to comfort both mother and child 
for some time, and before they took leave of 
them they read Mary her accustomed chapter 
in the Bible, which always lay on a bench 
near her bed; and then, promising to come 
again very soon, they set out on their walk 
home. 

** Poor Mary," said Alice, " I do so pity her, 
for she seems so much weaken" 

**Yes," replied Ellinor, "and Mrs. Greene, 
how she loves Mary. I am sure she will be in 
despair if she dies." 

"And I am afraid Mary is right when she 
says she will not be here much longer," added 
Lizzie, " for she looks very much thinner since 
even last week; and I fear she will feel the 
cold weather very much. But," Lizzie con- 
tinued, after a pause, "that reminds me, I 
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wanted to ask you, Alice, if you will be ready 
to dress your stall for the bazaar to-morrow, 
as we are going with mamma to do ours, and 
I thought it would be so nice if we were all 
there together." 

"Yes, I think my aunt said she would like 
to finish the work to-night," replied Alice, 
"so that all might be ready to go to the stall 
to-morrow." 

The bazaar these fiiends were so busy arrang- 
ing about, had been set on foot by the Rev. 
Mr. Colton, the clergyman of the parish, who 
asked the squire and other acquaintances in 
the neighbourhood to help him in his work; 
many of his congregation had joined him, and 
amongst the chief were Mrs. Westfield and 
Mrs. Sinclair, who were always glad to assist 
in such a good cause, for the profits derived 
from the bazaar were to be devoted to the pur- 
chase of warm clothing, and other usefiil neces- 
saries, for the poor and sick in the village 
during the winter months. 
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And very busy Alice, Lizzie, and Ellinor had 
been during the last few weeks, preparing 
fancy articles which they thought would tempt 
the people to buy ; and before they parted that 
day they made an arrangement to meet again 
the following day at the village school-room 
(where the bazaar was to be held), to arrange 
the various articles for sale according to the 
best advantage. 

But busy though they had been preparing the 
work, they were still busier at the bazaar 
on the day when it opened ; for Mrs. Westfield 
and Mrs. Sinclair agreed to leave the hardest 
part of the work to the young folks, and the 
girls were very active, handing about cushions, 
walking round the bazaar with books in which 
to enter people's names who wished or could 
be persuaded to put in for raffles, until they 
were quite overcome — although it was pleasant 
work, for they knew all the visitors who were 
present. 

There was the usual excitement when the 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



GOOD NEWS. 217 



raffles were drawn; and whilst the fortunate 
winners of the prizes looked happy and bright, 
the disappointed crowd looked equally blank. 

Alice was very lucky, for, to her delight, the 
number of her ticket was called out by the 
raffler as the winner of a beautiful gold watch ; 
which, as she already had a very handsome 
one her uncle had kindly given her as a 
birthday present, she determined to keep care- 
fully and give as a Christmas present to Daisy, 
when she came home for the holidays. 

As the raffles came to an end, Lizzie and 
Ellinor began to look disappointed at not gain- 
ing any little souvenir ; but the last one of all, 
which happened to be for a pretty work-table, 
fell, to their joy, to EUinor's share; and they 
all returned to their homes, although tired out, 
still delighted with the trophies they had won, 
and the many beautiful articles which their 
parents and friends had bought at the bazaar. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



SAD TIDINGS. 

*' My life is cold, and dark, and dreaxy ; 
It rains, and the wind is never weaiy ; 
My thoughts still cling to the mouldering Past, 
But the hopes of youth fall thick in the blast, 
And the days are dark and dreary. 

"Be still, sad heart ! and cease repining ; 
Behind the clouds is the sun still shining ; 
Thy fate is the common fate of all. 
Into each life some rain must fall, 
Some days must be dark and dreary." 

Longfellow. 

||HE day but one after the bazaar saw 
Alice, with her uncle and aunt, start for 
the promised visit to London. The 
season there would then be over, for Mr. West- 
field's illness had prevented their going to 
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London as early as usual in the year ; but that 
did not take away any of its charms for Alice, 
for she did not want to go to mix with society 
or gaiety, so much as to see all the wonderful 
sights she had read and heard so often about. 

And Alice left the Hall that day, feeling as* 
happy and contented as could be ; for her uncle 
had read in the paper only the previous morn- 
ing that the ship CyruSy which would convey 
Kenneth across the seas to his old home, had 
started, and therefore she looked forward to 
seeing him very soon after their return from 
London. 

What a bewildering and puzzling sight ap- 
peared the station to Alice, when her uncle told 
her they had at last reached London ; for, to her 
who had never lived an3rwhere but in the heart 
of the peaceful and secluded country, who had 
never been either to town or city before, the 
accustomed stir and activity which is always 
going on at those large places seemed perfectly 
riotous; and she felt quite thankful when her 
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uncle conducted her and her aunt to the car- 
riage which was waiting for them, and which 
speedily conveyed them to their abode. 

Soon, however, Alice became accustomed to 
the noise and bustle about her, for every day 
her uncle took her to difierent parts of the city, 
as he wished his niece to see London perfectly 
whilst she was there. Alice was charmed with 
all she saw, and enjoyed visiting the Tower, 
Westminster Abbey and Hampton Court, and 
all the other wonders so much, that it was quite 
a treat to her uncle to take her to see these 
various places -of interest. 

Then the Crystal Palace, too, Alice thought 
was perfectly enchanting ; and she went there 
several times, both with her uncle and also with 
her sister and cousins — ^for Florrie and Daisy 
were allowed some days' holiday from school, 
to be with Alice whilst in London. Roderick 
also was permitted a few days' reprieve from 
his business. 

But one morning, when Alice felt as if 
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she had never been happier since Kenneth 
left England, and before that since her dear 
mamma's death, and was even then antici- 
pating a visit to Richmond, her uncle inno- 
cently put an end to all further happiness by 
accidentally reading a passage from the news- 
paper. 

Mr. Westfield was glancing down its columns 
after breakfast, when his eyes rested upon some 
particular news which evidently attracted his 
attention, for he turned to Alice and exclaimed — 

"Why, Alice, was it not the ship Cyrtcs in 
which Kenneth Ross was to sail from Calcutta." 

"Yes, uncle," replied Alice, with great diffi- 
culty controlling her feelings. "What is the 
news ? " she almost gasped, her face getting as 
white as a sheet, which fortunately her uncle 
was too much occupied with his paper to notice, 
and her aunt was giving instructions to a 
servant at the end of the room. 

"Well, I have just read," continued Mr. 
Westfield, "that the ship Cyrus is supposed to 
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have been wrecked, and all hands on board 
lost/' 

At this announcement Alice gave way com- 
pletely and fell back in her chair ; in a moment 
both uncle and aunt were using all e£forts to 
restore her. 

"Why, Alice, whatever is the matter?" asked 
Mr. Westfield as soon as his niece began to 
recover. 

Alice tried to give a ghastly smile as she 
answered evasively, " I do not feel very well." 

"No, you do not look well," said her aunt, 
"and I am afraid you must put off your in- 
tended visit to Richmond to-day, for you have 
evidently overtired yourself going about to so 
many places lately; you are not accustomed to 
sight-seeing." 

Oh, how glad Alice felt to think that she 
wotdd have at least one day quiet, when the 
excuse of not being well would allow her 
silence and sadness to pass immolested; and 
when her aunt proposed that she should %o 
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and lay down in her own room she gladly, 
consented, as to be alone was all she wished 
for. 

Poor prl ! it was indeed a heavy blow for 
that young heart ; made more severe and more 
terrible through having to keep the sorrow of 
it to herself, to keep secret the knowledge that 
the only being she loved on earth with all her 
heart should be taken away from her, after such 
a long absence; taken away just at the time 
when she was looking forward to him again, 
and hoping they would never need to be sepa- 
rated by any great distance any more. 

Mrs. Westfield tried all the persuasion in 
her power to make Alice agree to see a doctor, 
but Alice knew no doctor's prescriptions or 
medicines could cure that deep and sore 
wound, and so she strenuously urged her aimt 
not to send for one. 

It was no easy matter to Alice to keep 
her sorrow hidden from view; for the follow- 
ing morning after she had been taken ill, 
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her uncle noticed her pale looks and dejected 
appearance so plainly, that Alice, to avoid 
further regard, begged him to take her to 
Richmond that day, saying she was then quit6 
well enough to go. 

Her uncle at last consented, and Alice 
tried with all her might to keep up her 
spirits when with him. But it had been too 
much for her strength, and when she returned 
home again, she looked so ill and worn out 
that her uncle and aunt decided she should 
have a week's perfect rest from sight^seeing, 
when they hoped she would be well enough 
again to enjoy the fortnight that would then 
remain of their stay in London. 

But instead of getting better, Alice, although 
she tried to disguise the fact, could not pre- 
vent those around her from seeing that she was 
growing daily weaker and weaker, and losing 
her appetite; and at last, without saying a 
word to her, her uncle sent for a doctor. 

When the doctor saw her, he said that she 
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was in a very weak state, and required the 
greatest care and attention ; and that a bracing 
air would be the best cure for the complaint 
she was suiBFering from, as the only remedy 
would be to arouse her out of her apathy. 

At this recommendation Mr. and Mrs. West- 
field at once determined to leave London, and 
as soon as preparations could be made they 
again started for the sea-side, where they hoped 
Alice would soon regain her health. 

And Alice exerted herself to appear more 
cheerful, for she did not wish to look ill after 
her uncle and aunt had been so kind to her, 
and so ready to do all they could to make 
her better. 

After a fortnight's stay at the sea-side, as the 
weather was beginning to get very cold and 
wintry, Mr. Westfield, thinking Alice looked 
stronger, decided to return to his dear Devon- 
shire, for he felt that it was getting time for 
him to settle down there for the winter. 

And once more Alice returned to the Hall; 
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but, as she remembered with what different 
feelings she had left there to go to London 
not very long before, the tears would start to 
her eyes, although she brushed them impa- 
tiently away, lest they should be noticed by 
the children, and her aunt and uncle's atten- 
tion be attracted. 

The following day Alice determined to screw 
up her courage sufficiently to go and see the 
Sinclairs, whom she expected to find in as 
great tribulation as herself. 

Accordingly she walked to Kinghurst House, 
but, to her surprise, when she was ushered into 
the drawing-room, EUinor and Lizzie came to 
meet her looking as bright as usual. 

**Can they not have heard about Kenneth!" 
Alice mentally exclaimed. 

" Well, Alice, how glad we are to see you," 
exclaimed the two sisters; "but how ill you 
are looking," remarked EUinor. 

" I have not been well," replied Alice ; " but 
I am better now, thank you." 
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"Oh, mamma; does not Alice look wretch- 
edly ill?'' asked Lizzie of Mrs. Sinclair, who 
^t this moment entered the room. "Yes, 
indeed, Lizzie, she does," replied Mrs. Sinclair, 
looking at Alice, who, although the latter's 
face had flushed up with the notice, she still 
could perceive the dark lines imder her eyes. 

"Oh, Alice," exclaimed Lizzie, "we also 
have enjoyed ourselves since we saw you last^ 
for we have been away from home on a 
visit to an aunt; and now," she added, "I 
am expecting to enjoy myself yet more, for 
the ship Cyrtis is expected to arrive very soon 
now. Papa looks every morning in the 
paper now he is at home; for where my aunt 
lives is so in the midst of the coimtry that it 
was with difiiculty that he occasionally ob- 
tained a paper; hut he has not yet seen any 
notice of it. Have you ?" 

"I have not looked lately," replied Alice,, 
falteringly ; " but my imcle read to me all the 
news in London." 
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Mrs. Sinclair had noticed Alice's hesitation 
in replying to Lizzie's inquiry, and anxiously 
asked, with an unaccountable fear at her heart, 
** Why do you not look now, Alice ?" 

Oh ! what could Alice say ? how could she 
give trouble to that household who were then 
so happy — ^that trouble which she had inwardly 
experienced for so long ?— yet she could not teU 
an untruth. 

"Why not, Alice?" asked Ellinor, who also 
noticed her mamma's anxious face. 

Alice burst into tears, for she felt too weak 
to keep up appearances any longer. 

" Oh, Alice, child, speak ! — what is the 
matter f " exclaimed Mrs. Sinclair. " Have you 
heard any bad news which we have not ?" 

" Yes, I am afraid so," whispered Alice. 

" Oh, what is it ?" exclaimed Ellinor. 

"Is Kenneth ill ?" added Lizzie, "or " and 

here she stopped short, for she dared not ask 
the question which had just passed across her 
mind, namely, " Is Kenneth drowned ?" 
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Alice then tried to calm herself, and quietly 
as she could she told in a few words what 
her uncle had told her that memorable morn- 
ing in London, and the Sinclairs could only 
account for not having heard the news by 
being from home in that out-of-the-way part 
of the country. 

After staying some time talking with her 
friends Alice arose to take leave, and as she 
retraced her steps homeward she could not 
help almost repenting that she had gone to 
Kinghurst House that day, that she should 
have been the first to bring the news that 
caused such mourning and grief in that house, 
and which placed her friends, like herself, in 
that awful state of doubt whether they would 
ever meet Kenneth Ross again on earth. 
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AN UNEXPECTED MEETING. 

<< As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far 
country." 

'' When your heart is dead within you, 

And the foaming billows beat 
All around the slender life-boat 

That seems sinking 'neath your feet, 
With your dim eye vainly searching 

For the welcome beacon-light, 
Then cheer up, 'twill soon be morning, 

'Tis the gloomiest hour of night." 

ELICE did not appear to be growing any- 
stronger, but looked as pale and as 
weak as she had done in London, to 
the great sorrow of her uncle and aunt, although 
they could not define a cause. 
And it was not Alice's fault ; for she tried to 
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keep up under her burden of trouble with great 
fortitude, only breaking down at night in the 
solitude of her chamber ; then she would weep, 
and the only ray of comfort seemed to be the 
thought of her sister's return ; for she had not 
told her the sad news when she saw her in 
London, for fear it might disturb her studies 
at school. But Alice felt glad to think Daisy 
knew all about Kenneth, for she could thus 
enter into her trouble with a true heart. 

But although Alice tried to look cheerful, still 
those sleepless and sorrowful nights left their 
traces on her face, and she was getting to look 
quite thin and old, the dark lines under her 
eyes making her appear still worse. 

She had waited patiently, a faint gleam of 
hope arising every day, that her uncle might 
read from his daily paper some further report 
of the Cyrtcs ; but no news came, and she was 
settling down to the knowledge that the case 
was hopeless. 

But although the Cyrus had been lost, yet 
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was Alice's case hopeless ? Keep up your 
courage, faint heart! as the sun often breaks 
through dark clouds, so it may be with you — 
when all seems at its darkest, light may appear. 

" Miss De Burgh," said Ann, the housemaid, 
entering the study one afternoon where Alice 
was sitting at the window, with an open book 
on her lap, supposed to be reading. But al- 
though the book was there, any one watching 
Alice could have seen that the book remained 
open at the same place, and that she was 
evidently far away in her own thoughts instead 
of reading. 

" Yes, Ann," replied Alice; "do you want me?" 

"Please, miss," continued Ann, "there is a 
gentleman in the drawing-room who particu- 
larly wishes to see you, miss, even before he 
sees your aunt." 

Oh, how Alice's heart beat with rising 
hopes as she asked, "Is he an old gentleman, 
Ann f " hoping that Ann's answer might be the 
contrary. 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



AN UNEXPECTED MEETING. 233 

But Ann replied, " Yes, miss, he is not so very- 
young." 

" What name (did you say ? have you got a 
card ? " asked Alice. 

" No, miss, the gentleman never gave me one ; 
he only told me to tell Miss De Burgh that a 
gentleman wanted to see her particularly." 

" Well, I must go and find out who this visitor 
is for myself, Ann," said Alice, and accordingly 
she left the study and went to the drawing- 
room. She opened the door with that strong 
feeling of hope which often arises when there 
seems least ground for it, and seemed almost 
to expect to meet some one with tidings con- 
cerning Kenneth Ross. 

But when Alice entered the room she per- 
ceived an elderly gentleman standing looking 
out of the window upon the front garden ; he 
did not hear Alice's entrance until she closed 
the door, when he turned round abruptly. 

" You are Miss Alice De Burgh, I believe," he 
said kindly; "I recognised you at once, my 
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dear, by your likeness to your father, for I knew 
him very intimately." 

" Oh," replied Alice, wondering inwardly who 
the stranger could possibly be, " I am always 
glad to see any friends either of dear papa or 
mamma, for it seems to bring back the re- 
membrance of the old happy days so vividly to 
my mind." 

" Well, I was a very, very great friend of your 
mamma's," said the gentleman, and then he 
paused for a moment, when he suddenly ex- 
claimed, "your mamma had two brothers, had 
she not, and the youngest of them was named 
Roderick ? " 

" Yes," replied Alice ; " but I do not remember 
Uncle Roderick, for he went abroad when I was 
very young." 

" And how was it that no tidings were sent 
to him of his sister's death ? " 

" Mamma did write to Bombay a short time 
before she died, for she thought he would be 
there, but we never had any reply to her letter." 
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^* Would you like to hear if I could tell you 
more about your unknown uncle, Miss Alice ? " 

*' Oh yes," replied Alice, beginning to suspect 
that this gentleman might be her long-lost 
uncle Roderick. 

Meanwhile her visitor continued : " Well, your 
uncle would not receive your dear mother's 
letter, for the simple reason that he would not 
be living at Bombay when she wrote to him ; 
as for many years past he has been in business 
in Calcutta" (oh, how his auditor's heart beat 
within her at the mention of that part of India, 
which brought back so many sad memories!) 
" but," he continued, " I believe you will soon 
have the pleasure of again knowing yoxir uncle, 
for he left Calcutta to return to England on 
purpose to find his sister, but she unhappily not 
being here to me^t him, he went to his brother's, 
where he had heard her children are ; and he 
has found one already." 

" Oh, Uncle Roderick," exclaimed Alice, " I 
thought it must be you, but I did not like to say 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



236 ALICE DE BURGH. 

so. I am so veiy glad to see you, and dear 
mammay if she had been living, would have been 
delighted too, for she so often used to talk to 
us about you." 

Mr. Roderick Westfield's eyes (for he it was) 
filled with tears at the mention of his sister^s 
love for him, for he had loved her very dearly, 
and it was not without pain that he had left her 
in anger when he went to India. 

For some time Alice and her uncle talked 
together about days present and days past; 
but in the midst of their conversation the 
door opened, and Mrs. Westfield entered the 
room. 

"Oh, aunt," exclaimed Alice, jumping up 
as soon as she saw her aunt, "here is a 
long-lost friend — you must recognise Uncle 
Roderick." 

" I could not think who it was," replied Mrs. 
Westfield, in great astonishment. " Excuse my 
apparent rudeness, Mr. Westfield, and accept 
our welcome to the Hall; but you see, you 
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have been so long away from us all I had 
nearly forgotten you." 

After talking to his sister-in-law, Mr. West- 
field asked to see his other nieces and nephews, 
and Alice was sent to fetch those who were 
at home. May and the other little cousins 
could hardly be made to understand so quickly 
that they were wanted in the drawing-room to 
see another uncle, for some of them had never 
heard of their uncle Roderick at all. 

However, they soon became friends with 
their new relation, who was quite charmed to 
be surrounded by such a pretty group ; he was 
especially pleased with little May, the only 
other representative there of his dear sister's 
family, for Ulry and Daisy would not return 
from school until a fortnight later, much to their 
uncle's disappointment, for he was very anxious 
to see Ulry, his sister's only boy. 

Mrs. Westfield begged the new arrival so 
earnestly to make the Hall his home during 
his stay in Devonshire, that Mr. Roderick 
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Westfield at last consented to go to the inn, 
where he had left his luggage, and arrange 
affairs with the landlord before bringing his 
belongings to his brother's home, whom he 
was sorry to hear he could not then see, Mr. 
Westfield being from home. 

Just as her uncle was leaving the drawing- 
room, he turned round to Alice and suddenly 
exclaimed, " Oh, dear, I had nearly forgotten to 
tell you that I expect before I come back 
again you will have another visitor from across 
the seas; for a certain Mr. Kenneth Ross, 
who travelled home with me from Calcutta, 
said it would not be long before he followed 
me here, but first he had to go and see his 
uncle and aunt — I believe he said their name 
is Sinclair." 

The shock and revulsion of feelings w^e too 
much for Alice to bear, and it was with diffi- 
culty that she could reach a chair. 

**Why, Alice, what is the matter?" asked 
Mr. Roderick Westfield. 
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"Oh, uncle, the news of Kenneth Ross's 
return was so unexpected," Alice replied as 
calmly as she could ; " for you know, aunt," she 
added, turning to Mrs. Westfield, "we all 
thought he was lost with the ship Cyrtis." 

Mr. R. Westfield was profuse in his sym- 
pathy, for he knew more about Alice and 
Kenneth than she thought he did; but this 
knowledge only came to her ears afterwards. 

After seeing Alice comfortably fixed on the 
sofa he at last left the Hall, promising to 
return in time for the dinner at six o'clock. 

Meanwhile Alice, after resting a short time, 
went to her own room — ^for one soon recovers 
from the shock of good news, however sudden 
and severe; and Alice, as soon as she really 
seemed to grasp the idea that her Kenneth 
was alive and would be coming to see her at 
the Hall, went, with girlish vanity and pride, 
to change her dress for dinner earlier than 
usual, wishing both to look her best when 
she saw him, and also to anticipate all her 
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duties, so that she might not lose one of the first 
precious moments in his presence. 

Alice could not help wondering how all she 
had wished for so long had come to pass at 
last, and just when she had thought all around 
her looked so hopelessly cloudy and dark ; but 
before she went down-stairs again, she did not 
forget to kneel down and thank God for bring- 
ing her such great happiness. 

And Alice had not looked so bright and 
happy for a very long time ; her face, although 
very pale and thin, had gained a bright flush, 
and her cheeks bloomed again with joy and 
excitement at the thought of the coming 
meeting. 

How true are the words, — 

" Expecting joy is a liappy pain." 

And when she again entered the drawing- 
room she appeared more like her former self 
.han she had done for months, looking very 
sweet in her simple white evening dress, only 
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enlivened by a little pale blue ribbon about 
her neck and in her dark hair. 

At last a ring was heard at the Hall door 
by those ears that had been listening so intently 
and so long ; and Alice felt she could almost 
recognise his knock. (Oh! the delicate and 
beautiful fancies of love.) This time she was 
not mistaken, and in a moment more she felt 
herself greeting him whom she had expected 
never to meet again. 

What a deal Kenneth had to say ! He told 
Alice the surprise his arrival had created at 
Eanghurst House, and afterwards Alice heard 
the mistake explained. 

It appeared that Kenneth had become a 
great friend of Mr. Roderick Westfield whilst 
out at Calcutta, and the latter had taken also 
a great liking to him, and, during a severe 
illness which Mr. Roderick Westfield had suf- 
fered from, Kenneth had nursed him with such 
care that he became more attached to him 
than ever; and when Mr. Roderick Westfield 

R 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



242 ALICE DE BURGH, 

had suflBlciently recovered, in return for Ken- 
neth's kindness he gave him a high post in 
the conduct of his business ; which change in 
that youth's affairs had been the cause of his 
sudden resolve to come home. However, when 
his benefactor heard that he was going to 
England, he also decided to go with him, 
leaving his business in the charge of a trusty 
manager until Kenneth would return to take up 
his position ; and instead of allowing the latter 
to sail home in the ship CyruSy which he had at 
first intended to do, Mn Westfield made him 
wait until he was ready to start, and the two 
had travelled home together by the overland 
route ; which different arrangement in his 
plans Kenneth had not written to tell his 
uncle about, wishing to take them by sur- 
prise. 

But when Kenneth was told by his friends in 
their turn the sad fate of the CyruSy he felt more 
thankful than ever that providence had given 
him such a friend. 
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It had been on the journey home that Kenneth 
had incidentally mentioned Alice De Burgh's 
name; and then Mr. Roderick Westfield, ask- 
ing all particulars, felt sure she must be one of 
the children of the sister whom he thought he 
was travelling home to see. 

The knowledge that Mr. Roderick Westfield 
was Alice's uncle on the one hand, and that 
Kenneth knew his niece so well on the other, 
seemed to establish quite a bond of union, and 
the friendship which existed already seemed 
to be sealed ; and before they left London 
for Devonshire Kenneth had confidentially told 
Mr. Roderick Westfield his love for his niece, 
and had obtained his consent to speak to 
Alice upon his return. 

But it was not until the following morning 
after his arrival in Devonshire that Kenneth 
had the longed-for opportunity of speaking to 
Alice about what lay nearest his heart; for 
on the first evening of his return he could 
not stay long at the Hall, being required at 
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Kinghurst House to receive the welcomes of 
his relations and friends. 

The opportunity arose very appropriately out 
of a visit to Mary Greene's cottage ; for Kenneth 
had gone as soon as he could the next day to 
see Mary, his cousins having told him the poor 
girl was dying slowly but surely. He had gone 
alone, for EUinor and Lizzie thought Mary would 
like to have him to herself for a little time to 
talk to. 

Kenneth was indeed shocked at the change 
in the little invalid's appearance since last he 
had seen, her, and he was gratified to think he 
had gone to see her so soon, for the poor girl's 
joy was extreme to think she had lived long 
enough to see him again. She had indeed only 
lingered until his return, for that night her 
spirit passed quietly away from this earth, 
leaving her bereaved mother almost comfort- 
less, save that Mary had made her promise to 
join her in Heaven. 

However, just as Kenneth was saying good- 
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bye to Mary, Alice De Burgh entered the 
cottage, and with some embarrassment to* see 
him there before her, said hurriedly — 

" Oh, I will not stay to see you now, Mary dear, 
for I am sure you will be tired after talking with 
Mr. Ross, who I see has got here before me, 
and who will have so much news to tell you; 
so I will come again." And after giving the 
poor girl a bunch of flowers, which she had 
brought with her from the Hall garden to 
enliven the dreary sick chamber, Alice left 
the tottage. 

But not to be alone, for she had hardly gone 
many steps before she heard the sound of foot- 
steps behind her, and Kenneth's clear voice 
telling her to stop. 

When he got up to her he exclaimed, " Well, 
Miss De Burgh, I thought we might as well 
walk home together, eh ? " 

" Yes," replied Alice, feeling rather confused ; 
but she continued, " I thought you were going 
to stay with Mary Greene." 
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"I have been there some time/' replied 
Kenneth, "and my visit was just over when 
you made your appearance; only I did not 
say so, for I was afraid then you would stay 
until I had gone." 

At first the conversation did not flow easily 
between the two who had been so far apart for 
so long, for Kenneth was longing to say what 
his heart dictated, and Alice was almost anxi- 
ously waiting to know if he would renew the 
old conversation. 

At last, when they were once more out of 
the village, and walking along the quiet country 
lanes, Kenneth spoke. 

" Alice," he said suddenly, " I can't wait any 
longer before hearing my fate, whether my love 
for you is yet returned, or not ? " 

Alice hung down her head, but at first did 
not answer, but when Kenneth asked her again, 
there came distinctly but faintly the little word 
"yes," which trifle was quite sufficient to 
satisfy all Kenneth's heart required. 
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I will not dwell upon the scene of that same 
old, old story, which has been so often described 
by those who have had more eloquence at their 
command, and more graphic power of pen than 
I; but I will simply say that when Kenneth 
Ross and Alice De Burgh returned to the Hall, 
they both looked radiantly happy; for the former 
went to the Hall before returning to Kinghurst 
House, where for some time he was closeted 
with Mr. Westfield, who now found out the 
cause of his niece's illness, and rejoiced in the 
simultaneous discovery of the cure. It was 
soon proclaimed in the household that Alice 
was engaged to Kenneth Ross. Although they 
wished it to be kept as quiet as possible for a 
time, this wish was not gratified, for when Alice 
next went to the village she was surprised and 
baffled by congratulations on all sides upon her 
coming happiness. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

JOY AT LAST. 

<' She'll be a bride to-morrow ! 

The village is astir ; 
Old dames, and men, and maidens. 

They talk of nought but her. 
They look upon the sunset. 

And speak the morrow fine ; 
For the bride she hath good luck, they say. 

On whom the sun doth shine ! 
And the laughing brawny ringers 

Are drinking up the peal. 
With which upon the morrow 

The old church-tower shall reel, 
In honour of the bridal ! " 

Mahy Howitt. 

IH, what a happy time it was to Alice, 
I now she had Kenneth with her again ! 
and the loving couple were always to- 
gether, taking those quiet walks in the country. 
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the solitude of which is so suited for lovers' 
talks and walks. 

Kenneth told Alice that waiting for her so 
long, had only made the engagement which 
had at last come to pass seem doubly dear 
to him ; but he did not want to wait much 
longer before the wedding should take place, 
and finally it was settled that a week before 
the coming Christmas should be the time; for 
Alice would not consent to fix any date before 
Daisy and Ulry came back from school. 

At length the long-wished-for holiday-time 
came, and Daisy and Ulry came home from 
school, both eagerly impatient to see Uncle 
Roderick, of whose return Alice had writteti 
to tell them about. 

And the brother and sister were as glad and 
happy to see their uncle as he was to see 
them. Daisy was growing so like her dear 
mamma that at first sight her xmcle felt quite 
aflFected, almost fancying he saw his sister 
before him when she was Daisy's age. 
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Ulry, too, had grown into a handsome, 
manly boy, and had come from Rugby with 
two prizes, telling of his master's approbation ; 
so that both his uncle and sisters were quite 
charmed and delighted with him. 

Dais3r's joy was almost as complete as Alice's 
at her sister's happiness ; for now, instead of 
having to sympathize and soothe Alice in her 
grief, she had only to enter into her antici- 
pated happiness — and this Daisy and Florrie 
both did with all their hearts. 

But another great change was to take place 
soon, for their uncle Roderick had determined 
not to return to India again, but to purchase 
a house in England, where he decided to live 
for the future, and have his sister's orphan 
children with him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Westfield were at first greatly 
opposed to this plan — ^for what a difference 
time had made in their feelings! Now their 
aunt, instead of wishing them to go from the 
Hall, felt as if her nieces and nephew would 
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leave a great void ; and this idea was shared 
in by Mr. Westfield, who said he felt as if 
part of his family would be taken away from 
him. 

However, Mr. Roderick Westfield told his 
brother that he would rather have the children 
to live with him, and he urged his plan so 
constantly, that they saw further resistance 
would be useless; so at last it was decided 
that Alice should be married a week before 
Christmas, that her sisters and brother should 
spend Christmas Day with their cousins at 
the Hall, and that a week after they were 
also to take leave of their present home, and 
go with their uncle Roderick to the home 
which now he was very busy choosing and 
arranging for them. 

At last he told his nieces that he had de- 
cided upon a pretty detached house, which he 
had bought, and where he was glad to think 
he would soon have Daisy De Burgh to reign 
supreme: but Daisy could not make him tell 
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her where her future home was to be, for he 
provokingly told her she would see for herself 
when she went there. 

And Alice, where was she going ? Much to 
her sisters' sorrow, she would have to take 
leave of them all to go with Kenneth to India. 
At first, the thought of leaving her young 
sisters and brother made Alice feel very un- 
happy, and she would, in former days, never 
have gone of her own will so far away from 
her friends under any circumstances; but now 
Kenneth's company outweighed all idea of 
misery, and Alice grew reconciled to parting 
from those she loved at home, for she was 
first to go a tour with Kenneth after their 
wedding, and then return to her uncle Rode- 
rick's home for a time before starting upon 
that long journey. 

Another cause for comfort was in the thought 
that she would not be away from them for 
more than two or three years, for Mr. Rode- 
rick Westfield had decided that Kenneth 
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should wind up his affairs abroad according to 
his directions, and then come home to London, 
where he had promised to set up Kenneth in 
a business for himself. 

At last the evening before the wedding- 
day came round, and most of the evening was 
spent by Alice and Daisy in their own room 
talking together during the process of packing 
up for the wedding tour, for Daisy would not 
let any one help her in this business, she wish- 
ing to do all she could for her sister during 
these few last hours of companionship. 

The wedding morning came in due time, and 
it happened fortunately to be as fine a day as 
it had been for Margaret's ; but now, instead of 
being decked in summer glory, everything 
spoke of a cold and severe winter, and the 
lanes were quite hard with the frost. But 
that did not make the wedding look any 
the less beautiful, and it was the prettiest one 
imaginable. 

Alice soon regained her appearance of bloom- 
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ing health after Kenneth's return, and that 
morning she was looking as pretty as ever 
she had done, her fair complexion and dark 
eyes contrasting well with her bridal dress 
and wreath of orange blossoms, from which 
hung her long lace veil ; and for the second 
time she wore the pearl ornaments, the same 
that her dear mother had worn before her, 
when she had been married; and as she 
walked up the aisle on her uncle Westfield's 
arm, the villagers who thronged the church 
agreed they had never seen a sweeter-looking 
bride. 

Kenneth Ross also looked very handsome ; 
his skin was quite bronzed through being so 
long in India, which, to Alice's idea, as she 
had previously told Daisy, "made him look 
handsomer than ever, and she thought there 
never had been a finer bridegroom." 

The bridesmaids were six in number, and 
included Alice's most particular friends. Daisy 
and Florrie, with EUinor and Lizzie Sinclair, 
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made four, and Alice had asked her aunt to 
allow her little sister May with her little 
cousin Katie to make the number six, and 
these two young ladies felt themselves all im- 
portant when the)*- were told they were to take 
such a prominent part in Alice's wedding. 

Very pretty the young bridesmaids all looked, 
being at the bride's wish all dressed very simply 
in white tartalan, looped up at the flounces and 
different parts of the dress with wild flowers 
and forget-me-nots ; the only jewellery being a 
handsome gold locket for each, with the mono- 
grams of the bride and bridegroom entwined 
together in a pretty device and engraved there- 
on; and presented by Uncle Roderick West- 
field. 

Of course Master Ulry and Master Georgie 
were chosen as suitable young gentlemen to 
accompany the two youngest bridesmaids, and 
everybody was amused at the patronising and 
protecting air which Ulry assumed towards 
Miss Katie Westfield. 
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The pretty country church had been beau- 
tifully decorated and arranged by the school- 
children, who had gathered holly and ivy on 
purpose to make wreaths which the elder ones 
agreed they should wear, and so adorned stand 
like a double row of Christmas fairies on 
each side of the walk which led up to the 
porch. 

Inside the church, too, the villagers had 
nailed up fanciful devices, and down the aisle 
was strewn holly and ivy, and over the porch, 
arranged so that the happy pair should see it 
on leaving the church, and not on entering, 
they had hung in mistletoe the letters of their 
names entwined together with ivy, the efifect of 
which was really beautiful. 

It had also been arranged that the school- 
children should come to the Hall after the 
wedding-breakfast to receive many pretty and 
useful articles from the hands of Daisy and 
Florrie, who would give them away in the 
names of Alice and Kenneth, and in remem- 
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brance of the days Alice had lived at Merrion 
Hall. The infant children too had not been 
forgotten, for they each returned to their homes 
joyfully canying in their hands a new toy. 

It was a severe trieil to Alice when the 
parting really came, but she had Kenneth's 
protecting arm around her to comfort her and 
drive away the tears. And in the village, too, 
the tokens of the love and respect for the 
newly-married pair were apparent everywhere; 
out of a window in each cottage a flag was 
waving, and at every cottage door the mothers 
were standing waiting to see them drive past, 
and to wish them every happiness. 

But Alice was soon away from all these 
scenes, and in the train travelling with Ken- 
neth to London, where they had decided to go 
first. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



CONCLUSION. 

*< 'Mid pleasures and palaces though we may roam. 
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home ! 
A charm from the skies seems to hallow us there, 
Which, seek thro' the world, is ne'er met with elsewhere. 

Home! home ! sweet, sweet home ! 

There's no place like home ! " 

HRISTMAS DAY came at last, and 

there was a large party assembled to 

spend the day at Merrion Hall, before 

Uncle Roderick took his nieces and nephew 

from their uncle Westfield's home. 

Then the day drew nearer and nearer when 
Daisy would haye to say good-byQ to her great 
friend Florrie Westfield, to whom she had, 
during the past years, become greatly attached. 
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and whom she was sure she would miss, espe- 
cially now that she would no longer have Alice 
with her. 

And Florrie felt equally sorry to lose Daisy, 
for she had thought how happy they would be 
together when they left school, whereas now 
they would be separated probably for long 
intervals. 

The day however came, and the hour, when 
the parting must take place, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Westfield with Florrie went to the station to 
see their friends depart : the elders with May 
and Ulry going in the carriage, whilst Florrie 
and Daisy begged to be allowed to start early 
and walk to the station, so that they might 
have just one more quiet and cosy chat before 
they separated; and great were the promises 
made, during that walk, between these two 
young girls, of constant and faithful corre- 
spondence and friendship. 

A little after its right time the expected 
train was seen approaching the station, and 
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as it would not be detained for talk or any 
other comfort, the cousins had to separate, and 
soon Mr. Roderick Westfield and his young 
companions were getting carried swiftly away 
from the Hall. 

" Oh, uncle," said Daisy, " I wish you would 
tell me what part of the country we are going 
to?" 

"No, Miss Inquisitive," replied her uncle, 
laughing, " I will not tell you anything about 
where you are going, or answer any of your 
questions until we reach our destination." 

" But, Uncle Roderick," said Ulry, " then we 
shall know for ourselves where we are without 
asking." 

"All the better, Ulry — it will save me the 
trouble of telling you." 

" Will it be a long journey ?" asked little May. 

" Oh, you may all look forward to a very, very 
long journey," replied Mr. Westfield, laughing 
heartily; and putting his arm roimd his little 
pet niece, he drew her to him. 
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But when no more than two stations had been 
passed, and the train was drawing near to the 
third, Mr. Westfield told the children to be 
ready to get out of the railway-carriage. 

"Oh, Uncle Roderick," they all exclaimed, 
"this is not a very long journey— have we got 
to the end of it?" 

All their uncle's reply was to shake his head 
and smile ; but, to their surprise, no sooner had 
they alighted from the train than he led them to 
a handsome carriage which was waiting for them. 

One thing struck Daisy very forcibly when 
the coachman was talking to her uncle — she 
felt sure she recognised his voice ; and before 
long she recalled when and where she had 
heard it before — it was surely the voice of their 
old servant Thomas, who had always lived with 
the family at her early home ; but her uncle had 
hurried them into the carriage so fast she could 
not see then if her surmises were correct, but 
she resolved to make herself sure as soon as 
they reached their destination. 
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" Oh, uncle, I am sure we are going to live in 
some delightful spot," said Daisy. 

" You must wait and hope, my dear," replied 
that gentleman. "You know * patience is a 
virtue.' " 

So Daisy determined not to say another word 
until the carriage stopped ; and when it did, her 
first exclamation was — 

"Oh, uncle! is this beautiful house our new 
home ? .Oh, I shall still be near Florrie ! " 

Uncle Roderick was chuckling with delight, 
and felt quite pleased to think he^ had kept his 
secret so well, and had made Mr. and Mrs. 
Westfield do so also. 

But greater joy was still in store for Daisy; 
for, who should come rushing down the stairs to 
meet them, as well as her increasing years would 
permit, but their dear old faithful Nurse, into 
whose arms May ran. And Daisy, when she 
looked round for Ulry, perceived him busily 
talking to Thomas the coachman. 

"Oh, my darling, how you have grown!" 
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Nurse exclaimed; "and Miss Alice married! 
well, I never ! " 

"Never mind. Nurse," said Mr. Roderick 
Westfield cheerfully; "you will also see Miss 
Alice all in good time, for she is coming to 
stay with us before going to India." 

It was not long before Daisy had all her 
curiosity satisfied, for during the pleasant meal 
of " tea " which was ready for them, her uncle 
told her how he had accidentally heard that that 
pretty rural place was to be sold, and going to 
see the house, he had taken such a fancy to it 
that he had bought it, and had furnished it, with 
Nurse's assistance, whose address he had ob- 
tained from Alice. On finding her out he had 
asked her to come and be his housekeeper, 
and again have the charge of his nieces, and 
Nurse had accepted this proposition gladly, 
only asking whether her husband might come 
too ; and the husband turned out to be Thomas, 
for when Nurse had left Merrion Hall and re- 
turned to Essex, she and the old man had been 
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so glad to see each other again that they de- 
cided never any more to be apart, and agreeing 
that it was better late than never, they had got 
married ; and thus once more they were both 
installed in the home of their former master's 
children. All had been arranged as nearly as 
possible in the same way as his sister's house 
used to be. And when Daisy went into first 
one room and then another, loving to look 
at the pretty place, she cotild have fancied she 
was a child again and in the old time; and 
especially in her own room, for it was furnished 
in exactly the same way as the one in her 
early home had been; and she begged her 
uncle to change the name of the house from 
** Sunny Side" to "Grassy Bank," for every- 
thing recalled that dear place to her mind so 
exactly. 

When Alice returned from her wedding-tour 
she was enchanted with the sweet spot, and 
so was Kenneth — ^who found favour in the old 
servants' eyes, for they said they thought he was 
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almost good enough for Miss Alice, he was so 
kind and gentlemanly. 

A month after Alice'3 arrival at Grassy 
Bank, all the orphan children wefe once more 
together in the new home ; and Florrie West- 
field was there too, for Uncle Roderick told 
Daisy to invite her cousin to stay with them as 
much as she liked ; and Daisy also often went to 
pay a visit to Merrion Hall, so that the cousins 
were not so much apart as they had at first 
feared. 

So now we will take leave of the orphans, all 
happy together in their imcle Roderick's home, 
now called Grassy Bank, and all well cared for 
and protected. 

But before I conclude, perhaps my readers 
would like to take one peep into the future, 
where they would see after a few years' time, 
that Daisy had become the wife of her cousin 
Roderick Westfield ; her wedding taking place 
from Grassy Bank, in a dear old country church 
near there. And they would see Alice there 
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too, for she and her husband returned irom 
India, and after a holiday at Grassy Bank they 
decided to make their home in London; and 
thus the two sisters were looking forward to 
being often together again, for Roderick had 
decided to take his new young wife to live in 
London also; thus leaving May at Grassy 
Bank, who became the guiding spirit of her 
uncle Roderick Westfield's home, and darling 
of his heart. 



THE END. 



PRINTED BY VIRTUB AND CO., CITY ROAD, LONDON. 
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selection of Leslie's works as any admirers of his refined genius could wish." 
— Telegraph, 



Imperial Quarto, handsomely bound in doth gilt, with Eleven Steel 
Engravings, 

Price' Sixteen Shillings, 

Pictures by Daniel Maclise, R.A. 

WITH DESCRIPTIONS, AND A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF 

THE PAINTER) by Jambs Daffobks. 

" Mr. Daffome'B volume is a worthy monument to the genius of Slaclise." 
-'BookseUer, 



Digitized 



by'Googk 



RECENT PUBLICATIONS, 13 



Imperial Quarto, handsomely boimd in cloth gilt, with Twenty Steel 
Engraving and Fifty Woodcuts. 

Fritt Ttoantyone ShiUings. 

The British School of Sculpture. 

With a Preliminary Essay and Notices of the Artists. By William 
B. Scott, M.A., Author of " Our British Landscape Painters," '* Life of 
Albert Durer," &o. 

*<A resplendent drawing-room table-book. A handsome and artistic 
volume." — Echo. 

" The volume contains twenty elaborate steel engravings, supplemented 
with numerous woodcuts. In a pictorial and literary view the book is 
remarkable, and has the rather unusual merit of being at once popular and 
trustworthy."— JoofescMer. 

" Let us give one glance to the exquisite genius which lends this great 
charm to Mr. Scott's volume. Many of the woodcuts from Maxman's 
monumental relief^ are sufficiently delicate to give a taix idea of that genius. 
As we turn from one little group to another, fmding in each a new version 
of that tale (rf sorrow whicn, of all tales, has been most outworn by the 
sculptor's art, what a singular variety and freshness in its rendering is set 
before us. what a truth to human feeling, what ever-present tenderness and 
elevation ! Each of these woodcuts is a little poem from life, simplified and 
idealized by Flaxman's genius. Mr. Scott cannot write without showing an 
artist's feeling, and (wnat does not always co-exist with this) a genial 
sympathy for art of diverse aims and merits."— .Soturctoy Beview. 



In Four Vols., Folio, doth extra, gilt edges, with 162 Steel Engravings. 
Price Eight Guineas. 

The Vernon Gallery of British Art. 

Edited by S. C. Hall, F.SA. 162 ENGRAVINGS ON STEEL, of the 
choicest pictures by British Artists, in the Collection formed by the late 
BoBSBT Ykbnon, Esq., now in the National Galleht. 



In Two Vols., large Boyal Quarto, cloth extra, with gilt edges. 
Price Sixty-six Shillings, 

British Schools of Art. 

A SELECTION OF EXAMPLES ENGRAVED IN UNB, by eminent 
Artists. With descriptions by H. Muiuiay, F.S.A. 
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iz. 

In Folio, handflomely boond. 

Friee Three Guimas, 

Gallery of Modern Sculpture. 

A SERIES OF STEEL ENGBAYINGS. With DescriptioiiB in Prose, 
and Poetical niustrations, by J. Daffobhb, T. K. Hsbvxy, &c., preceded 
by an HiBtorical and Critical Essay on Sculpture, Ancient and Modem. 

X. 

In Three Handsome Vols., Boyal Quarto. 
Frice Eight Guineas, 

National Gallery of British Pic- 
tures. 

Edited by 8. C. Hall, r.S.A., containing ABOUT 160 FIEST-CLASS 
LINE ENGRAVINGS of the Pictures in the VERNON COLLECTION, ' 
with a Selection of 63 of the BEST WORKS OF MODERN STATUARY. 

The Vernon Gallery was presented by Robert Vernon, Esq., to the National 
Gallery by deed bearing date the 22nd December, 1847. The Pictures are all of 
such a nature as to be readily understood and keenly appreciated, and for the 
most part represent subiects which appeal at once to the heart as weU as the 
mind of all beholders. By special permission, the Publishers were allowed to 
engrave the whole of these Pictures. This has been done at an enormous cost, 
the best engravers and printers having been employed to do justice to a 
work of so national and representative a character. 

zi. 

In Folio, doth, gilt edges. 
Frice Four Guitieas, 

The Wilkie Gallery. 

A S£!LEGTION of ENGRAVINGS of the best PAINTINGS of Sn< 
DAVID WILKIE, R.A., including his Spanish and Oriental Sketches, 
with Notices Biographical and Critical, a Portrait of WiLkie, and a View 
of his Birthplace. 

zn. 

In Two large Vols., Elephant FoUo, handsomely bound. 

Friee One Hundred Shillings, 

Royal Gems from the Galleries 
of Europe. 

Engraved after PICTURES of the GREAT MASTERS. With Notices, 
Biographical, Historical, and Descriptive, by B. C. Hall, Esq., F.B.A. 
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BY SAMUEL PLIM80LL, M.P. 



In Demy 4to, with 68 Diagrams and other lUnBtrationB printed in Photography, 
price 148. 

OUR SEAMEN: An Appeal. 



A POPULAR EDITION of the above, with Frontispiege showing 
the Wbegk Chart for 1871. Price 28. 6d. 



Also a Cheap Edition for distribution, in paper wrapper, price 6d. 



AN APPEAL ON BEHALF OF OUR SEAMEN. 

From the Larger Work, entitled ** Our Seamen." To which is added 

A SPEECH 

Delivered in the House of Commons, March 4, 1873, by the Author, in moving 

for a Boyal Commission to inquire into the condition of the Mercantile Marine 

oi the United Kingdom. Also 

A NOTICE OF A SPEECH DELIVERED AT LEEDS, 

Sunday, Mabch 16. Price 4d. 



A BILL 

TO PEOVIDE FOR THE SURVEY OF CERTAIN SHIPPING, AND TO 

PREVENT OVERLOADING. 

Prepared and brought into the House of Commons by 

Mb. Plmboll, Mb. Hobsuan, Mb. Chablbs Lewis, Mb. Stavelkt Hijx, 

3£b. Samuda, Me. Cabtbb, Sm Hekbt Sblwik-Ibbktbon, Sir 

Robebt Tobbbns, Mb. Eykyn, and Mb. Vilubbs. 

Price 4d. 
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ILLUSTRATED WORKS OF HOME AND 
FOREIGN SCENERY. 

In Demy Quarto, cloth, with gilt edges, 
I. 

Two Vols. Price Forty Shillings. 

Coast Scenery iand Watering- 
Places of Great Britain. 

A Beriks of 126 Steel Enoravinos, from Drawings by Harding, 
Crbswick, Cooke, Bartlett, &c. Edited by W. Beattib, M.B. 



Scotland 



n. 
Two Vols. Price Forty Shillings. 



By W. Beattik, M.D. niastrated in a Series of 120 Steel Engravings 
after Drawings by Alloh, Bartlett, and M'Culloch. 



Two Vols. Price Thirty-Jive Shillings. 

Ireland, its Scenery and Anti- 
quities. 

120 EKoaAYDTOS BT W. H. Bartlbtt. yrith DescriptiTe Text by 
J, Stirlino Coyne, N. P. Wnjjs, &c. 

IT. 

Price Thirty-five Shillings. 

Palestine (the Christian in); 

Or, Scenes of Sacred History, Historical and Descriptive, by Hxnrt 
Stbbbino, D.D., F.B.S. 80 Steel Engravings, from Drawings taken on 
the spot by W. H. Bartubtt, 
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T. 

Two YoU. J>rtee Twtniy'five ShtUings each. 

The Bosphorus and the Danube. 

" The Boephoros " byMim Pabdok, " The Danube " by W. Bbattib, M.D. 
ninstrated with 168 Engravings, from Drawings by W. H. Babtlktt. 

VI. 

Two YoIb. Priu FoHy-two ShiUinga. 

Piedmont and Italy, 

FBOM THE AT.P8 TO THE TIBEB. With 138 Ulustrations, after 
designs by Habdiwo, Pyvb, Babtlktt, Bbockbdok, &o. With Descrip- 
tions by DUDLBY GO6TBLLO. 

vn. 
Two Vols. Friee Forty ShiOings. 

Sw^itzerland. 

ninstrated in 108 Steel Engravings, after Drawings by W. H. Babtlbtt. 
With Descriptions by W. Bbattib, M.D. 

vni. 
Two Vols. Price Thtriyfive ShiUingi. 

American Land, Lake, and River 
Scenery. 

120 Steel Engravings, afl»r Sketches by W. H. Babtlbtt. With Descrip- 
tions by N. P. Willis, Author of " Pencillings by the Way." 

iz. 
Two Vols. Friee Fifty Shillings. 

Caledonia Illustrated. 

170 Steel Engravings, from Drawings by W. H. Babtlbtt, T. Allom, 
&c. With Descriptions by William Bbattib, M.D. 

X. 

Two Vols. Price Thirty-Jive ShUHngg, 

Canadian Scenery. 

118 Steel Engravings, after Drawings by W. H. Babtlbtt. With 
Desoxiptions by N. P. Wilub, Author of "Pencillings by the Way." 
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THE FOLLOWING 8EKIE8 OF 

POPULAR WORKS, SUITABLE FOR PRESENTS 
AND SCHOOL PRIZES, 

May novo he had^ in Small Crown 8vo, handsomely bound. 

Price 3s. 6d. each. 

I. 

Men w^ho have Risen. 

A BOOK FOB BOYS. With Eight Illiistratioiis by Charles A. Doyle, 
printed on Toned Paper. 3s. 6d. 

A hoy can hardly fail to be the better for perusing the graphic stories of 
the rise of the Peel fiEimily, and the struggles of such men as Hugh Miller, 
Wilson the ornithologist, Smeaton the engineer, and Bobert Stephenson. 

n. 

Women of Worth. 

A BOOK FOB GIBLS. With Eight Illustrations by William Dickes, 
printed on Toned Paper. Ss. 6d. 

The "Women of Worth" selected include Charlotte Bronte, Elizabeth Fry, 
Lady Bussell, Lady Hutchinson, the Lady Jane Grey, the Empress Mana 
Theresa, and Caroline Herschd. 

m. 

Pioneers of Civilisation. 

By the Author of " Lives of Eminent Men," &c. With Portraits of Dr. 
Livingstone— Captain Clapperton— William Penn— Captain Cook— Lord 
Bobert Clive— Captain Flinders— Bev. Henry Martyn— and Ten other 
Page Illustrations. Ss. 6d. 

IV. 

Famous London Merchants. 

With life-portraits of George Peabody— Sir Bichard Whittington— Sir 
Thomas Gresham— Sir Hugh Myddelton— Sir Josiah Child— Paterson, 
Founder of the Bank of England— Coutts, the Banker— and Seventeen 
others. By H. B. Fox Bourne. Ss. 6d. 
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The Steady Aim. 

A BOOK OF EXAMPLES AND ENCOURAGEMENTS. From Modem 
Biography. By W. H. Baykhpobt Adaks, Author of " Famous Regiment* 
of the British Army," &c. With Eight Illustratians by C. A. Doyle, 
printed on Toned Paper, ds. 6d. 

VI. 

The Busy Hives around Us. 

A Variety of Trips and Visits to the Mine, the Workshop, and the 
Factory. With Popular Notes on Materials, Processes, and Machines. 
With Seven Illustrations, by William Harvey and others, printed on 
Toned Paper. 8s. 6d. 

"The book is one calculated to excite curiosity, and with it sympathy, 
because it is clear of sickly sentimentality."— ^t^enceum. 



Small Beginnings; 



OR, THE WAY TO GET ON. With Eight IlIuBtrationa, printed on 
Toned Paper, ds. 6d. 

"As a book of instruction to the yonng it cannot be too highly prized." 
— Cheltenham Journal. 

vm. 

The Sea and her Famous Sailors. 

By Frank B. Goodbioh. With Eight IllustrationB, printed on Toned 
Paper. Ss. 6d. 
A complete history of maritime adventure and discovery to the present time. 



Pictures of Heroes, and Lessons 
from their Lives. 

By Mrs. W. R. Lloyd, Author of " Watchers for the Dawn," &c. With 
Eight Illustrations by C. A. Doyle, printed on Toned Paper, ds.tfd. 

" This is really a pleasing volume, take it in any way you please ; as a source 
of instruction or as a source of interest"— iiavemeM Advertiser, 



Adventures in the Ice.. 

A Comprehensive Sunmiary of Arctic Exploration, Discovery, and Adven- 
ture, including Experiences of Gaptaik Penity, the Veteran Whaler, 
now Jtrgt pubU^ed. By John Tillotson. With Portraits of Sir John 
Franklin— Captain Penny— Dr. EUsha Kent Kane— Dr. Isaac I. Hayes— 
and Fourteen other lUustrations. 8s. 6d. 
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— -I, 

zi. 

Stories from English History dur- 
ing the Middle Ages. 

By Uabu Hack. Berised by Datid UnsBAT Suth, Author of " Tales 
of CluTalry and Bomance," &c. With ninstrations, 8s. 6d. 



Holiday Adventures ; 

OE, THE STRETTONS' SUMMER IN NOEMANDY. By Mrs. JAirag 
Gaubieb. With Eight lUiutrations by Charles Altamont Doyle, printed 
on Toned Paper. Ss. 6d. 

These Adventures are founded npon Fact, 
znh 

Aunt Agnes ; 

OE, THE WHY AND THE WHEEEFOEE OF LIFE. An Auto- 
biography. By a Clei^man's Daughter. With Eight niustrations by 
Keeley Halswelle, printed on Toned Paper. 3s. 6d. 

A firtory replete with incident and character. 

XIV. 

The Vicar of Wakefield. 

By Oliyeb GoLDsaoTH. With Twelve Full-page Illustrations, printed 
on Toned Paper. 3s. 6d. 

XV. 

Sandford and Merton. 

By Ihoiias Dat. With ninstiatioiui. Ss. 6d. 



The Habits of Good Society. 

A HANDBOOK OF ETiaXJETTE for Ladies and Gentlemen. With 
Thoughts, Hints, and Anecdotes concerning Social Observances, Nice 
Points of Taste and Good Manners, and the Art of making One's self 
agreeable. The whole interspersed with humorous IllustrationB of Social 
Predicaments, Eemarks on. the History and Changes of Fashion, and 
the Differences of English and Continental Etiquette. (Frontispiece.) 
88. 6d. 

The unanimous opinion of the press has pronounced this accurate, racy, 
and elegant volume the most complete and trustworthy of all books upon 
Social Etiquette. 
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Prepared for Sunday Reading and Sunday School 
Prizes. 

X. 

Life of our Blessed Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. 

By the Eev. Johk Flbbtwood, D.D. New Edition. With Eight Full- 
page Illustrations. 3s. 6d. 

n. 

The Pilgrim's Progress. 

By JoHw Bunt AH. With Twelve Illiistrations by C. A. Doyle, printed 
on Toned Paper. Ss. 6d. 

in. 

Fox's Book of Martyrs. 

Being a History of Christian Martyrdom from the Earliest Times. Care- 
ftiUy revised by the Bev. M. Caombib, M. A. 8s. 6d. 

IV. 

Burnet's History of the Refor- 
mation. 

Abridobd by thb Authob for the Use of Students. 8s. 6d. 



Watchers for the Dawn, 

AND OTHER STUDIES OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. By Mrs. 
W. R. Li/)YD. With Eight Illustrations by James Godwin, printed 
on Toned Paper, 8s. 6d. 

VI. 

Curiosities of the Pulpit and 
Pulpit Literature. 

Memorabilia, Anecdotes, &c., of Celebrated Preachers, from the Fourth 
Centuxj of the Christian Era to the Present Time. By Thomas Jacksox, 
M.A., Prebendary of St. Paul's Cathedral, and Rector of Stoke Newington, 
London. 3s. 6d. 

vn. 

A Life's Motto. 

By the Rev. T. Pblham Dalb, M. A. Hlustrated by Biographical Examples. 
With a Frontispiece by J. D. Watson. 8s. 6d. 
St. Augustine— St. Bernard— John Wesley— John Newton— Charles Simeon 
—Henry Kirke White— Henry Martyn, and Frederick Mackenzie. 
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Elegantly printed, ^th Woodont Headpieces and Vignettes by Kenny 
Meadows and others. In Square Super-royal lOmo, in flexible binding. 

Price Tvxt ShiUinga and Sixpence. 

Byron's Songs. 

NOW FIBST COLLECTED IN A SEPARATE VOLUME. Illus- 
trated with a Steel Engraving of CHALON'S "MAID OF ATHENS." 

"A rery pretty volume, produced with charming taste, the head and 
tailpieces by Harvey, Kenny Meadows, and other artists. A prettier little 
book, or one more fitted for a present, we have not seen for some time."— 
PubUahert^ Cfiradar. 

Uniform with the above. 
Price Two ShiUinga and Sixpence, 

Shakspere's Songs. 

THE SONGS OF SHAKSFEBE ; selected from his Poems and Plays 
THE FIEST COMPLETE COLLECTION in a Single Volume. Illus- 
trated with a Steel Engraving of the CHANDOS POBTBAIT. 



Sports. 



THE CBICKET CALENDAE, 1873. By C "W. Alcock. Is. 
THE CBIOKETEB'S ANNUAL, 1873. By Jambs LiLLYWHrra. Is. 
THE FOOTBALL ANNUAL, 1873. By C. W. Alcock. Is. 
THE BOWING ALMANACK, 1873. By Aboonaut. Is. 

By Post, Is. ad. each. 

Fcap. 8vo, doth. Sixth Edition, revised. 
Price Three ShiUinga and Sixpence, 

The Cricket Field. 

By the Bev. Jahbs Pyoroft, B.A., Trinity College, Oxford. With a 
Portrait of W. G. Grace, Esq. 
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STANDARD AND OTHER WORKS. 

I. 

lUtistrated with ifilaps and Nomeroas Engravings, Qtmrto, doth. 
Price Thirty-two Shiliinffs. 

Barclay's (Rev. James) Complete 
and Universal English Dic- 
tionary. 

CONTOEMED TO THE PEESENT STATE OF SCIENCE AND 
STATISTICS. By B. B. Woodwabd, B.A. 
A Series of Supplemental Maps is also published, price Is. eaish Fart. 



Two Vols., Eoyal Quarto, with 46 Steel Engravings. 
Price Forty-eight Shillings. 

Barnes's (Rev. Albert) Notes Ex- 
planatory and Practical on 
the Ne'w Testament. 

Carefolly Edited, with Original Headings and Improved Eeadings, by 
IiroBAK CoBBDT, M.A., and E. Hbkdbbsok, D.D., and an Introduction by 
the fiev. H. SrKBBnro, D.D. 



Eoyal Quarto, with Plates, cloth. 
Price Forty'ttoo Shillings, 

Bible (The HgI^). — The 
Interpreting Bible. 

By the Eev. Johk Bbowx. 



Self- 
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IT. 

Two Volfl. Quarto, doth. 
Price Fifty^fiiot ShiUings. 

Bible (The Holy).— With Matthew 
Henry's Commentary. 

EorrsD and Abbidoxd by the Bey. E. Blookfibld. lUnstrated. 

T. 

Ootayo, Plates, doth. 
Price Thirteen ShiUings and Sv^pence. 

Brown's (T.) Manual of Modern 
Farriery. 

Together with INSTRUCTIONS IN HUNTING, FISHING, AND 
HELD SP0ET8, 8to» Plates, doth, aOs. 

VI. 

Two Vols. Quarto, munerons Cdonred Plates. 
Price Fifty'two ShiUinga and Sixpenu, 

Bujffon's Natural History of 
Animals, Vegetables, and 
Minerals ; 

Indudingr a General History of Man. Translated by W. Skblus^ 
F.B.S.E. ; with Additions by H. A. Chaxbebs, LL.D. 

▼n. 

Boyal 8to, doth. 

Price Eighteen ShiUings. 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress ; 

PICTOEIAL EDITION. 

Illustrated by 97 fine Engravings on Wood, and many on Sted. Also 
a Portrait and a Facsimile of John Bunyan's WilL 



Crown 8vo, gilt leaves. 
Price Three ShiUings and Sixpence, 

Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progess. 

With 12 Illustrations by C. A. Doyle. 
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zz* 

Royal 8vO} cloth. 

Friu Twelve Shillings, 

Bunyan's Holy War: Pictorial 
Edition. 

With nomerouB lUustrationB. 

z. 

Four Vols., Imperial 8vo, cloth gilt. 

Price Eightjf'/our ShiUinga, 

Hume and Smollett's History of 
England. 

With a Continuation to thb Ybas 1872, by Dr. E. H. Nolan. 108 Plates 
and Maps engrared on SteeL 

XI. 

With 6 Engravings and Maps. Two Vols., Snper-royal 8to, doth. 
Price Thirtysix Shillinga, 

Gibbon's (Edward) History of the 
Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. 

With Memoir, and Additional Notes, from the French of M. Gnizor. 

XII. 

Two Vols., Imperial 8vo., doth. Forty-Jhe Shillings. 

Taylor's (Dr« James) Pictorial His- 
tory of Scotland, 

FROM THE ROMAN INVASION TO THE CLOSE OP THE JACO- 
BITE REBELLION, a.d. 79—1746. Illustrated with 79 StedEngrayings, 
from designs by W. H. Bartlett and others. 

zm. 
Two Vols., Sttper-royal 8to. Twenty-Jive Shillings. 

Woodward's (B.B.) History of 
Wales, 

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES TO ITS FINAL INCORPORA- 
TION WITH ENGLAND. Dlnstrated by Views of Remarkable Places, 
Antiqmties, and Scenery. 
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JOT. 

Four Vols., I]nl)erial 8vo. 
Price Fiftytvao ShiUinffa. 

Bunyan's Entire Works. 

Edited, with Original IntrodnctioiuB, Notes, and Memoir, by the Ber. H. 
STKBBqro. With Illiiatrationa on Steel and Wood. 



Royal 8to, doth, gilt edges. iVte« Eighteen ShUUnga, 
Or with SUPPLEMENT, oontaining 27 additional Plates. Price Twenty-four 

Shillings. 

Burns's (Robert) Complete Works. 

POEMS, SONGS, and LETTEBS. With Notes and Life, by Allak Cuk- 
KiyoHAM, and a copious Glossary. Illustrated by S3 Ibigravings from 
designs by Bartlett, Allom, and others, and Portrait. 

XVI. 

Two Vols., Lnperial 8vo, bound in cloth. 
Price Foriy-fioe Shillings. 

Copland's (Samuel) Agriculture, 

ANCIENT AND MODEEN: its History, Principles, and Practice. 
Illustrated with Engravings on Steel and Wood. 

xvn. 

Quarto, with a profusion of Coloured Plates, doth. 

Price Twenty One Shillings. 

Culpepper's ( Nicholas, M.D. ) 

COMPLETE HERBAL AND ENGLISH PHYSICIAN. WITH 
RULES FOR COMPOUNDING MEDICINES, according to the true 
System of Nature ; forming a Complete Family Dispensatory. 

zvm. 

Quarto, doth, with gilt edges. 

Price Twenty-nine Shillings. 

Fleetwood's (Rev. J., D.D.) Life 
of Christ. 

Wrm AX EssAT by Rev. H. STSBBnra. To which are added Bishop Hall's 
Meditation on the Love of Christ, and Bishop Jeremy Taylor's Golden 
Grove and Worthy Communicant. With 66 Sted Engravings. 
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ZIX. 

In One Vol., post 8to, with Eighlf Full-page lUnstraticms, bound in doth. 
Price Three ShUlingg and Sixpence. 

Fleetw^ood's Life of Christ. 



In One handsome Boyal Quarto yolume, doth. 
Price Twentyeight Shillings. 

Fletcher's (Rev. Alex., D.D.) Guide 
to Family Devotion. 

Containii^ a Hymn, a Portion of Scripture, with appropriate Devotional 
Beflections, a Prayer for every Morning and Evening throughout the entire 
Year, and a Variety of Prayers connected with Affliction and other events 
of Providence. With an Original Memoir of the Author, by John Eadib, 
D.D. Embellished with 26 IliustrationB on Steel, and a Portrait. 

%* The work may also be had in calf and morocco bindings. 

zxi. 

Two Vols., 16mo, doth gilt. 
Price Eightun Shillinga. 

Fletcher's Scripture History, 

Fox the Improvement of Youth. With 241 Engravings on Steel. 



Three Vols., Boyal 8vo, cloth. 
Price Sixty-three ShUUnga. 

Hall's (S. C. and Mrs.) Ireland; 
Its Scenery, Character, &c. 

48 Sted Plates and 600 Woodcuts. 



Octavo, with 10 Engravings on Sted, doth. 
Price Fifteen ShiUinga. 

Hemans's (Mrs.) Young Woman's 
Companion ; 

OB, FEMALE INSTBUCTOB. A Summary of TTsefbl Knowledge, 
calculated to form the intellectual, the moral, and the domestic Chaxacter. 
Interspersed with Interesting Tales, Biographies of Illustrious Women, 
Hints on Education, Domestic Management Beoeipts, &c. 
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In Post Quarto, with revised Map, and Six Steel Engravings. 
Price Five Shillings. 

Isle of Wight. 

The only Cosn»LBTB Boad-book of thb Islk op Wight. "VIRTUE'S 
GENEEAL GUIDE TO THE ISLE OF WIGHT," containing a Ciwsmt 
Itinerary, and the Gircnmnavigation, together with the History and 
Topography of the Isle of Wight. 

" A * General Guide to the Isle of Wight, and Boad-book of the Island,* 
which we venture to believe will prove a general favourite, not only on 
account of the absence of the padding usually found in such works, but nrom 
the abundance and well-arranged variety of its contents."— ^ai»p«Air« 
Ind^endent. 

XXV. 

Boyal 8vo, cloth gilt. 
Price Twentyjwe ShUlings. 

Josephus's (Flavius) Works. 

Wfth Essay by Bev. H. SxEBsixa. 80 Woodcuts, and 46 Steel Engrav- 
ings. 

XXVI. 

Quarto, with numerous Plates of Horses and Dogs, cloth. ' 
Price Tvoentyfioe Shillings, 

Lawrence's(Richd.,V.S.) Complete 
Farrier and British Sportsman. 

xxvn. 
Crown 8vo, doth. Price Seven ShiUings and Sixpence, 

Lockhart's (C. S. M.) Scott and 
Abbots ford. 

The Cbntbhasy Memorial of Sir Walter Scott, Bart. 

xxvm. 

Two Vols., Boyal 8vo, Illustrated with Steel Engravings and Coloured Maps. 

Price Forty'five Shillings, 

Mackay's (Dr. Charles) History of 
the United States of America. 
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New Edition, brought down to the Present Day. Octavo, with 10 Engravings 
on Steel. Price Fifteen Shillings. 

Mavor's (J.) Young Man's Com- 
panion ; 

OE, YOUTH'S INSTRUCTOE. A Modem Compendiran of Useful 
Knowledge, including Qeography, Astronomy, History, Biography, 
Natural Philosophy, Commercial Affairs, &o. 

xzx. 

Improved Edition. Edited by Johk Hay. Quarto. 
Price Thirtyone Shillings and Sixpence, 

Nicholson's (P.) Carpenter's Guide. 

Being a Complete Book of Lines for Carpenters, Joiners, Cabinet- 
Makers, and Worlanen in General. 

XXXI. 

Quarto. Price Eighteen Shillings, 

Nicholson's Practical Treatise on 
Mensuration. 

A Sequel to the "Carpenter's Guide." 



With numerous Steel Engravings and Maps. Two Vols., Eoyal 8vo. 
Price Forty'five Shillings, 

Nolan's (Dr.) History of the British 
Empire in India and the East. 

FBOM THE EAELTE8T TIMES TO THE SUPPEESSION OF 
THE SEPOY MUTINY IN 1859. 

xxxni. 

With Numerous Steel Engravings and Maps. Two Vols., Eoyal 8vo. 

Price Forty-five Shillings, 

Nolan's (Dr.) History of the War 
against Russia. 

xxxr^r. 

Illustrated with 26 Engravings on SteeL Quarto. 

Price Thirty Shillings* 

Nolan's (Dr.) History of the Libe- 
rators of Italy; 

Or, the lives of General Garibaldi, Victor Emanuel, King of Italy, 
Count Cavour, and Napoleon in. 
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30 STANDARD PUBLICATIONS. 



Crown 8vo, limp cloth, second edition. 
Prtce Four ShiUinga. 

Ready - Reckoner for Farmers 
and Auctioneers. 

NEW TABLES FOR THE USE OF AUCTI0NEEE8, VALUERS, 
FARMERS, HAY AND STRAW DEALERS, &c. ; forming a Complete 
Calendar and Ready-Reckoner. By a Rstisbd Tskaht-Fabhsb. 



Nbw EDmox, with 20 pages of Woodcuts. Post 8vo, in printed wrapper, Two 
Shillings and Sixpence ; or bound in doth. Three Shillings and Sixpence. 

Rogers's (George Alfred) Art of 
Wood-Carving. 

xxxvn. 

Eight Vols., Royal 8vo, handsomely bound in cloth. 

Price £4 16s. 

Shakspere's (William) Works. 

New and Revised Edition of KNIGHT'S PICTORIAL SHAKSPERE. 
With upwards of 1,000 Engrayed Illustrations. 



New Edition, Revised and Corrected. Complete in 8 vols., doth extra, £3 16s. 

Tomlinson's (Ch., F.R.S.) Cyclo- 
paedia of Useful Arts, 

MECHANICAL AND CHEMICAL, MANUFACTURES, MINING, 
AND ENGINEERING. Illizstrated by 63 Steel Engravings and 
numerous Wood Engravings. 

ZXXIZ. 

Three Vols., Royal 4to, cloth, £4 148. 6d. 

Tredgold (Thomas) on the Steam 
Engine. 

In Two Sections : 1. Masikb Enoikbs ; 2. Locovotxvb Ain> Statiohast 
Ekoikbs. 1,000 pages of Text, and upwards of 220 Engravings ; also 
160 Woodcuts and Diagrams. 
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A COURSE OF TECHNICAL, INDUSTRIAL, 
AND TRADE EDUCATION. 

By JOHN YEATS, LL.D. 



I. THE EAW MATERIALS OF COMMERCE. 

With a List of Commercial Terms, and their Synonyms in several Languages. 

Crown 8vo. Price Ss. 

Pabt I. 
The Home Country, the Adjacent 
Contbient, our Colonial De- 
pendencies, and Foreign 
Trade Connections. 

Climate, SoiL 

y^petable. Mineral, and Animal 
Produce. 

British Fisheries. 

Mining Industry. 

Foreign Produce. 



Pabt n. 
Food Plants. 
Industrial and Medicinal Plants. 

Pabt III. 

Products of the Animal Kingdom, 

from Mammalia to Protozoa. 

Pabt IV. 
Baw Mineral Produce : — 
Metals. 
Minerals proper. 



II. SKILLED LABOUR APPLIED TO PRODUCTION. 



Pabt I. 
Origin of the useful Arts and their 
earliest History : — 
Pre-historic Art. 
Babylonian and i^yptian Art. 
Phoenician and Chinese Art. 
Classic Art (Greek and Boman). 
Pabt n. 
Mediaeval Industrial Art :— 
Preparation of Food. 
Architecture. 
Furniture. 



Crown 8yo. Price 6s. 

Wearing Apparel. 
Mining and Metals. 
Intellectual Arts. 



Pabt HI. 
Modem Industrial Art :— 
Food and Drink. 
Building and Furniture. 
Clothing. 
Fuel and Metals. 
Machinery. 
Intellectual Arts. 
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32 



INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION, 



m, GROWTH OF TRADE. 1500—1789. 



Pabt I. 
Ancient Commerce : — 

Phcsnicia, Assyria, Babylonia, 
Carthage. Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Greece, and Bome 

Pabt II. 
MedisBYBl Commerce : — 

Byzantine, or Eastern Boman 
Empire : Saracen Commerce; 
Italian Republics; Portugal; 



Crown 870. Price 68. 

Spain, France, Netherlands, 
and the Commercial Kingdoms 
of Northern Europe ; Germany 
and the Hanseatic League. 

Part III. 
Modem Commerce : 
Po: 



„ nd, Bussia. Norway a 

Sweden, Denmark, Germany. 

Summary of Modem Commerce. 



IV. MODERN COMMERCE, 1789—1872. 

Crown 8to. Price 6s. 



Pabt I. 
The Portuguese Empire ; Spain and 
her Colonies; the Netherlands; 
Switzerland and Italy; the 
Unite 1 Kingdom : Prance ; India 
and Australia; Protection and 
Free Trade. 



Pabt II. 

Bussia ; Scandinavia ; Denmark; Aus- 
tria ; Germany ; United States 
of America; CaUfomia; Central 
America; Africa ; European and 
Asiatic Turkey ; China ; Japan. 

Summary of Existing Commerce. 



' Thtat Volumes toill he found to include every branch of Trade Education. 



Also the following 

COMMERCIAL WALL CHARTS. 

TO ILLU8TBATE LECTUBES, 
Price 7s. 6d. each. 

1. Historical Chart: 

SHOWING THE MSE, PBOGBESS, CULMINATION, AND 
DECLINE OF COMMEBCIAL NATIONS, from 1600 e.g. to a.d. 1870. 

2. Principal Caravan and other Routes of 

Eastern Commerce^ Ancient and Modern. 

3. The British Empire in 1873. 
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